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Party project: Walt Davison (center), the

Frances McCaleb. The surprise party for

took place in a hardware store.

By MAWR\’ KLEMIC
mklemic@oehiomocommanet
ith

ion zones aren't
such sights as flashing orange llghta
waving flags that direct traffic, crows in
hard hats, But onoe “construction zone” was
truly one of a kind.

This “zone” was contained in a building, and
the completed “project” wasn't something like a
highway or structure, The flashing orango
lighta and waving flags were fun guides. Tho
hard hats were party haty, It was all part of
recent rotiremont party that was distinctive, to
say the least.

The party didn’t just have a hardware or con-
struction themo {n keeping with the guest of

. honor's passion for building. It took place in an

actoni-hardware-and-home dacor store,. - -

Walt Davison of Northville, who worked in
the nutomotive division at tha IBM office in
Southfield, was retiring after 30 years and
friends and co-workers wanted to show their
appreciation,

Guests were hobnobbing among the door-
knobs, showering the honoree with good wishes
among the showerheads, partaking of “fixin’s™
among the fixtures.

“It hns been so much fun,” snid Lucy Qakleaf
of Farmington Hills, who worked for the guest
of honor.

“He's a reolly special guy.”

“It'a awesome,” Mary Frances McCaleb,
another employee, gaid of the party. *Ho
desarves it.”

BArY FIOTON KT M Jacormn
%uest of honor, chats with Jack Baker and Mary
avison had a hardware or construction theme and

Early phase
Ouklea, client director-DaimlerChrysler AG,
1BM Corp., contacted Carolyn Hefner of The
China Cleset to help plan the retirement party.
‘The China Closet is designed to plan and coor-
dinate apecial events, Hefner, a Beverly Hills
resident, started the business in 1991 witha
friend and is now sole owner and operator.
Oaklenf had thought of having the party ina
reataurant or a venua for a caterer. Hofner
askod Onkleaf about her boss, and Ooklenf
rolated how much Davison llkcd bulld!nx He
had even built his

was last month, without giving it away.
*“We had to go through incredible gyrations to
keep him here,” Oakleaf snid.

Party planning

The invitationa were printed on actual size
blueprints that wero then rolled up, secured
with a strip of the yellow and black plastic tape
used to mark construction sites, and mailed in
24-by-2-1/2-inch mailing tubes.

The invitations read “Shhhh! Surprise Con-
struction Project for Walt Davison.” Thoy said
thut "ijm Dmn included plumbers,

.| conatructing the cabinets, pounng Lhe founda-

tions and shingling the

“It was obvious to me when his retirement
party should be — in a place he felt totally com-
fortable and found interesting — a hardware
storel” Hefner said.

Is that possible? Oakleaf wondered. Hefner
asked around at a few stores, and then
approached the owners of Herald Wholesale
Inc., 20830 Coolidge Highway in Oak Park.

“Iloved it,” Jerry Katz, owner of the business,
said of the idea. “I love parties.”

‘The event marked the first time in 37 years
that Hernld Wholesale was open on a Saturday
night, ho said.

It turned out that Davison had bought a lot of
the furnishinge for his retirement home from
the store.

The event took three months to put together.

The day was changed from a Friday to a Satur-
day 8o mora people could come.

Since it was a surprise party, plan-
B ners were buay just trying to keep
Davison in town for the date, which

in Oak Park featured suc

Bullding on a thome: The party in Herald Wholesale

g centerpieces by Tiffany
Florist of Birmingham as ez arran ement in an out-
let box, accented with an outlet. A ¢
placed on a corner sink. The event was p anned by
Carolyn Hefner of The China Closet,

and car and that
instead of gifts, contributions could be mado to
Habitat for Humanity, a charity in which Davi-
son was active,

»Tho date was given as “Project Starts,” the
tsime as “Project Span” and the place as “Project
ite.” -

Tiffany Floriat of Birmingham fashioned cen-
terpieces by arranging flowers in drainpipes,
fuse boxes and other hardware, Accents includ-
ed paint rollera.

‘The food, catered by Epoch Events of Novi,
was placed at stations around the store. A flash-
ing construction light was near cach station to
help guide people through the store aisles and
displays.

Sinks and countertops held platters of vegeta-
bles and bowls of salad. A granite tubon a
pedestal was filled with crushed iee for cold
salmon, Other seafood was arrayed by the
showers, Carving arcas wero set up for turkey
and beof,

The Dennis Tini Quartet performed in the
middle of the sales counter. The bar was at
another counter. Party favors (squeegees) were
in a tub.

About 75 gucsts
attended from all
over the country,
including Atlanta,
Chicago and
Boaton, They wore
such attire as
overalls, jeans
and caps. Hard
hats donated by
Jack Baker of
Blue Hill Develop-
ment of Ann.
Arbar wero dis-
tributed. *

The
comp!eted
‘project’

To make sure
Davison didn't
miss his own
party, a friend had
invited Davison to
dinner at a “new
restaurant” in
Royal Oak. On the
way, the friend
asked if they could
stop at Herald

late was

RETIREMENT
PARTY BUILT ON
HARDWARE THEME

‘Fixin's’ and fixtures: Food stations
around the store included finger
foods among the plumbxrﬁ fixture *
display. Epoch Events of Novi catered
the party.

W'hulcanlu to pick up something.

Still unsuspecting, Davison wulkod into the
store with the fricnd. There he w7as greeted with
tho musicians playing For He's a Jof[yv Good Fel-
low and appinuse and cheers from the guests.

“It was pretty wild. It was a gas,” Davison
said later,

“It was pretty amazing. Thore was a broad
range of people ther 6— college friends, Mom.*

Ho was presonted with a special co on
apron, and a shovel in honor of the ground.
breaking at his retirement house. (His 1ast day
on the job was last Thursday.)

The project was a joyous success. The hon-
oree, guests and planners had n good time.

“Carolyn is very gifted and committed to her
work and it shows by the little details that
made the evening so special,” Onkleaf said.

-}it was just such a wonderful spirit,” Hefner
said.
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Plck perennlals

Take a look in nurseries and
see all the perennials you can
purchase for your yard.

See Gardening, Page 3

Difficult declsions

Euthanasia is emotionally

traumatic for pet owners. They
can ask themselves two simple
questions when dealing with it.

See Creature Comforts, page 5
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25 yeoars:

The Center for New Thinking
marks a sﬁecml anniversary
this mont
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