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With nature center, Scout projects yield beautiful reward

By SUE BUCK
STAF? WRITER
sbuck@oe.homecomm.net

Some people see nature only
from an outdoor perspective,
PTA volunteer Diane Kuutila
knows it is an outdoor class-
room.

Kuutila, a mother of four chil.
dren who lives near the Alameda
Early Chilc}ht:‘nt_l‘b Center in
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B ‘Every time | go down
there I see something,
a heron or a snapping
turtle.’

Diane Kuutila
—Alameda PTA voluntcer

University and is a master gar-
dg{lcr. Because she needs to do

Far to the
nature center which is a five-
acre parcel of school property
directly behind the school build-
ing.

A branch of the Rouge is being
preserved through the nature
center.

Several years ago’Kuutila and
Amy Cleary, another mother
whose children attended Alame-
da, took a special i{nterest in
enhancing the site two years
ago. Cleary's children went on to
Beechview,

Kuutila is known as the
naturescape director. Her knowl-
edge 'ls coupled with sensory
expericnces.

“Every time I go down there |
sce something, a heron or a
snapping turtle,” Kuutila said.
She has o degree in natural
resources from Michigan State

work to keecp up her
certification as a mnster garden-
er, the nature center provides an
iden) setting.

Before devoting her full time
to her family, Kuuttila tested
water and soil in a laboratory for
tho Environmental Protection
Agency, She hopes to eventually
secure employment as a land-
scape gardener.

Married to Eric, their children
are Nick, 11, Kari, 10, Wesley, 7,
nnd Robbie, 4.

Kuutila has assisted and
directed five Eagle Scout pro-
jects nt the nature center includ-
ing most recently that of Robbie
Ghosh of Farmington Hills. He
built and secured a sepal style
beneh in on area along the path
for observing the surrounding
nature. He placed 10 sitting
16ops and sccured them in a cir-

In the patk: A butterfTy box with wild flowers sur-

rounding.
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cle discussion area adding wood
chipping on a long path and dis-
cussion area.

“He is an extremely good lis-
tener and does what you tell him
to do,” Kuutiln said. “He did a lot
of physical labor, Our communi-
ty would be a lot better if we hnd
more Boy Scouts and Eagle
Scouts.”

The impact of the Engle Scout
projects is most demonstrated
when both the before and after is
seen, she anid.

One Eagle Scout built a bridge
nnd n PTA group had stairs
built, she said.

Kuutila wrote and was award-
ed a $1,000 Michigan NEST
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grant two years ago. She devel-
oped o school habitat of wild-
flowers indigenous to the aren,
“These are plants native to our
ares,” Kuutiln said.

Alameds Principal Helene
Blackman mentioned the attrac-
tion of a butterfly garden nnd
the bridge which is dubbed,
“Crawdad Crossing.”

Students also .
have learned nbout endangered;
plant species, like lody slippers,
Blnckman said. .

Storybook land is a section of
the nature center where school
children sit on tree stumps or,
logs while their teacher reads to
them. :

Eagle ambition: They take pride in. serving

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER
h t

Ghosh organized and led Boy
Scout Troop 263 ond 12 pareng
1 over two Soturdays,

Robbie Ghosh and Ricky Paul
Singh both of Farmington Hills,
recently earned the rank of
Eagle Scout.

They were honored at an
Eagle Scout Court of Honor held
nt Kenbrook Elementary School
and by Farmington Hills Mayor
Nancy Bates at a Farmington
Hills city council meeting. They
achieved the highest honor in
Boy Scouting by carning a cer-
tain number of badges, holding n
position of responsibility in their
troop and completing a commu-
nity service project, among other
requirements.

Ghosh's project involved reno-
vation of the nature center at
Alameda Early Childhood Cen-
ter in Farmington. His goal was
to build and then secure a sepal-
style bench in an aren alony the
path for observing the surround-
ing nature, then create a circle
discussion area with 10 sitting
“loops,”

od.

But Cohen's decision hnsn't
been in a vacuum.

One of the new inhabitants
amongst her blades of grass is
the dreaded dandelion, which
haas irked some neighbors,

“I'm really sorry if you're not
happy with what my lnwn looks
like,” Cohen said of her response
to a particular neighbor.

He asked that she keep her
dandelions in check when they
go to seed, so they don't spread
into his lawn, He also offered to
give her the phone number of hiy
lawn care service.

Dandelion greens are a foad
source among many cultures.
But Cohen said she won't be
munching on her greens becnuse
of fertilizer run-off from ncigh-
boring lawns,

She aaid she realizea she's
fighting an uphill battle.

“Why do we have to think a
green lawn is beautiful? What's
wrong with clover?”

West Bloomfield Township
recently passed an ordinance
restricting fertilizer use, in
reaponse to growing algae prob-
lems in the township's 26 lnkes.

The ordinance shortena the
fertilizing scnson, prohibits fer-
tilizer npplications during rain
showers and cuts the use of
phosphorus-based fertilizers,
Violations are treated ns civil
infeactions, carrying $100 fines.

Hille Naturalist Joe Derek,
whose lawn has been chemicnl
free since 1986, said fertilizers,
when they run off into water-
ways, can cause fish to die.

“Espocially with days like
today when it's so hot, you have
all these chemicals going in the
water — you're going to get fish
kills,” Derck said,
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Her view: Sherri Cohen checks out landscaping.

The Friends of the Rouge, 0
volunteer group dedicated
townrd raising awareness about
watersheds and organizing
clean-ups of the river, have dis-
cussed erenting 10-15 foot buffer
zanes for rivers and ponds.

This means people who own
praperty on them would not be
nbte to mow within 10-15 feet of
the water.

“That strip of vegetntion
waould act a8 a filter,” he said.

But drafling an ordinance ia
onc thing — getting people to
follow it is something completely
different.

*It's logical that we start to
control some over-fertilized
areas,” snid Councilwoman Vicki
Barnett, I know it will be very

difficult to enforce.”

Norene Yuskowntz, president
of the Hills Council of Homeown-
ers Associntion, snid people need
to be educated about fertilizers
but that an ordinance wasn't
necessarily the answer.

“Being that } live on a reten-
tion pond, I don't put a lot of fer-
tilizer down,” Yuskowatz snid.
Her landscaping company rec-
ommended she put down five to
seven applications, but she said
she does three instead,

*I don't think people need ag
much fertilizer as what they put
down.”

But, “(Farmington Hills) does-
n't need to keep making ordi-
nancer to limit people'a free-
doms.”

through each phnse of the pro-
jeet which was completed Sept.
16, 2000, There were about 167
hours spent in organization.

Singh’s project centered
around renovations at the Sikh
Temple in Novi, It included

lanning, arranging vol
and funds, purchase of building
materinl and serving in a leader-
ship role in the project manage-
ment. L

The project included repafring™
and painting walls, doors and
ceiling, installing ceiling tiles,
repairing electrical fixtures and
exit signs and final cleanup. He
arranged 23 volunteers to help
him with the project on three
weekends in a combined effort
that took about 160 hours.

Both Scouts are graduates of
Detroit Country Day in Beverly
Hills and both received scholar-
ships to the Honors School of
Business at Indinna University.

Priya Gosh, Robbie's father,
snid the two boys are friends

who grew up together. “They
went to school together at
Detroit Country Day and now
will go to the same college
together,” he said,

Ghosh participated in varsity
football for six years at Detroit
Country Day and was part of the
1999 state championship foat-
ball team. He carned the coach's
award and an all-aren honorable

Hon-
ored:
Eagle .
Scouts .

mention in the fail of 2000, He
was o member of the junior var-
sity #ki team for four years. :

At Detroit Country Day, Singh,
played on the football, hockey
and varsity wrestling teams. He
was captain of the snowboarding
tenm. He took a leadership role
in arranging a onc.month trip to «
Europe for six Detroit Country -~
Dny students.

Dr. Brad Merrelli, Cliief of
Family Practice

“It's a new day at Crittenton because of
the fresh commitment by the new
administration, employees and physicians
to provide outstanding care. Renovation
plans show a dedication to making
Crittenton a premier community hospital,
and the new board, strengthened by
community members and
a clear vision for the future.”

"It's a New Day at Crittenton!" |.

HNrses,

Staff

physicians, has

“We are experiencing the dawning of a new
day at Crittenton Hospital. It is refreshing
to see synergistic cooperation between the :
’J)n;sicimxs and management to

renew thelr commitment to the people of
Rochester and surrounding communities. 1
am honored to serve during this time and
expect Crittenton to become the polisied
jewel of the Rochester community.”

Dr. Keith Hinshaw, Chicf of Surgery

General Surgeon .- .

CRITTENTON

PROREIEAL IS ROCHESTTR

Quality Care-(lose To Home

1101 W. University Drive, Rochester, Michigan 48307-1831
www.crittenton.com

sorisasars




