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Survivor inspired to strengthen ﬁght against cancer

" BYDAN WEST
“» BTAFY WRITER
1" dwesi®oo.homecomm.not

Jason Maltzman was still
mourning the loss of his friend
Alex Graham to cancer when the
diseaso nttacked another loved
one — his mother.

About 13 months after Gra-
ham, then a West Bloomfield
High School student, passed
away, Claudis Maltzman of
Farmington Hills learned in
February 2000 she had breaat

. cancer,

The hardest thing about the

ordeal, she said, was telling her
« son, other family members and

friends.
*It's devastating to go home

. and tell your family and friends
and draw them into this night-
' mare,” she said.

Maltzman immediately began
chemotherapy treatments, which
forced her to stop working as a
first-grade teacher at Spencer
Elementary School in Brighton,
The treatmenta caused intense
fatigue, lack of appetite, dehy-
dration and many aches and

: paina,

“There would be days I'd climb

. into bed and be unable to get up

for five days,” Maltzman said.

. “The treatments were really

tough on my body.”

But now, the future looks good
for Maltzman. Inspired by Alex's
never-quit attitudo and motivat-
ed by the thought of life after
treatment, Maltzman is cancer
free and will be ready to return
to the clasarcom next fall,

“There’s no guarantees, but
right now I'm totally in remis-
sion,” she snid.

Fueled by her initial recovery
and returning energy, Maltzman
will join hundreda of paople
teaming up to raise thousands of
dollars for the American Cancer
Society at West Bloomfield High
School this weekend.

Relay for Life will use families
and volunteers from several
southern Oakland County com-
munities who will walk around
the school's track from noon Sat-

© urday to noon Sunday. Sponsors

the walkers enlist will raise
money for cancer research.

Alex’s parents, Bill and Susie
Graham, are co-chairing this
growing, third-annual West
Bloomficld event. Last year, it
raised $132,000; this year, orga-
nizers hope to collect $186,000
and keep the local relay biggest
among the many similar fund.
raisers throughout metro
Detroit,

“More important than the
money, we just want people to
come out and support this
event,” Susie Graham said.

To sttract spectators, WBHS
will havo a festival-like atmo-
sphere with face painting, yoga
lessons, concession stands, band
performances and karacke. For
those impacted by cancer, sever-
al medical and cancer oxperts
will be on hand Saturday after-
noon to answer questions, and a
luminary ceremony will take
place Saturday ovening to
remember cancer victims who

ed.
At dusk, luminary candles

‘purchased in honor of cancer vic-

tims will bo placed around the
track and in the stands to spell
out the word “hope,” The effort
makes a visual spectacle easily
seen from Orchard Lako Road.
As tho event grows, Susie Gra-
ham snid sho’s more alarmed at
how many young people are hav-
ing to battle cancer. Cancer

nlum attonding Michigan State
Lash is battling bone

claimed her daugt in Januory
1999, and the diseaso ended the
life of Alex’s close friend, Julie
Wirthlin of Bloomfield, last year,

This year, Susic Graham ia
talking sbout Matt Lash, a
North Farmington High School

cancer that required part of his
leg bo amputated. He has lost
his hair from chemotheropy
treatments, but friends have
shaved their heads to support
his recovery cfforts,

Motivat-
ed: Susic
Graham
q (left), the
owner of
Greetings
wd From ...

d in West
Bloom-
field, and
Claudia
Maltzman
of Farm-
ington
Hills are
pleased
with cam-
munity
support
for Relay

For Life.,
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“As I hear more of these sto-
ries, I get more concerned,”
Susie snid at her West Bloom-
ficld store, Greetings From ...,
which has become a comfort
ground for people touched by
cancer who want to talk to Gra-

am.

“It's end to see so

many children impacted by can-
cer, but we have a lot of (walk-
ing) teams formed by the fami-
lies and  friends of these
patients,” she added. “That’s
what makes this event grow and
it all increnses awarencss.”

MOMS WITH INFANTS &
TODDLERS (PRESCHOOLERS)

Shifiin~Hayworth Market Research in Southfield needs
help with fun mafket research study on children’s toys!

All we need is 25-30 minutes of your time & opinions.
You will be paid il you qualify andl participate!

Call Teni 800-559-! 5954 to see If you quaI]ty —Thank you
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You’ve Lived a Life of
Dignity, Independence
and Choice.

At Botsford Commons’ Assisted Living Center

You Don’'t Have to Change a Thing.

The Botsford Commons Assisted Living
Center offers a caring environment for
those who need support to maintain their
daily living routines. Residents receive assistance only with the services needed
and }equested, encouraging each individual to remain as independent as possible

in a safe and secure environment. Center residents

retain privacy and comfort in individual apart-

ments while their psychological and social

needs are met through a variety of !
programs and group activities. Easily accessible commumty

living, dining and social areas complement comfortable
accommodations with private baths and generous space for
treasured personal fumishlngsz As an older adult, you've lived a
life that has been one characterized by dignity, independence
and choice. It should continue to be. When you choose
Botsford Commons Assisted Living Center, you insure that the
next chapter of your life is filled with the same richness of choice

and independence to which you are accustomed and that you deserve.

For more information,
Call 248-426-6903.
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