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‘We’re not cheaters’ educators tell state lawmakers

By MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS BERVICE
t

officials throughout Michigan,
thnt there will be no future press

“Weo're not cheaters™ wns the
mesenge dozens of superinten-
dents sent to state lawmakers at
o hearing on the MEAP tost
Thursday, June 14, in Lnnsmg

And despite a “sincere™ apolo-
gy from state Treasurer Doug
Roberts for releasing tho names
of 71 achools where “irregulari-
ties” were spotted in MEAP test
answers, cducators say the dam-
oge hos already been done.

“I am here today to mncorcly
apologize for the way this issuc
has unfolded,” Roberts snid at
the outset of a special joint meet-
i‘P‘g of the Scn?tu and House

about test irregulari-
ties prior to school dnstrn:ts
being contacted for reaponse.”
Responded to leak

He explaincd he felt Tled

out ofn class ol’ 20 in whxch six

level of the student.

gave
three sentences long, with every
word spelled correctly. 1 find
that a bit beyond chance,” he
snid. Although that “irregulari-
ty” was included in a set of

to put out all the information
about irregularities - which may
indicate cheating or “teacher
interference” - because a
reporter had obtained a copy of
the list through a leak,

Roberts snid he realized later
he should have simply refused to
confirm the list for that reporter.

Sen. Loren Bennett, R-Canton,
called Roberts a “clnes act” for
npo]ngizing and accepting

. “Obviously, it was never the
_state’s intention that schools,

T bility so qulck]y “How
often do you sce that in govern-

ment these days?” he asked.
Bcnnen, thmr of the Senate
C predicted

1indictment of their inwgnty. 1
iean’t go back and undo what
'hnppened this year, but I can
']enm an 1rnporumt lesson about
- how this issue will be handled in
! the future, I can assure everyone
here today, as well as a school

thm. when the Treasury Depart-
ment completes its review of the
irregularities and the r

les, the Treasury Depart-
ment has not identified which
school it cnme from.

Explanations given
Of the superintendents who

appeared before his cnmmlnce.
most gave perfectly r

Test 1 s explained how
they spotted irregularitics. They
snid they were looking for simi-
Iarities in large numbers. It's not
practical for more than two or
three students to copy each
other’s answers, But when eight
answers are identicnl or very
similar, it may indicate “tencher
inference.”

Garden City Superintendent
Michael Wilmot explained why
the phrase descendunts of

explanations for the “irregulari-
ties” secn in their test results.
He noted that the original list of
irregularities, after test scorers
were done grading, included
more than 400 schools,
Educators tossed out many of
those on review, paring the list
to 71. Roberts told lawmakers
that what had been include as
“irregularities® were test
answers in which different stu-
dents hnd that wero vir-

from school districts that it will
f'nd a few instances of nctunl
but “the vast maj
will be exonerated.
“1 look at that one example,

tunl copies, different handwrit.
ing in a single answer, identical
phrasing in different students’
answers, and vocabulary that
was inconsistent with the grade

Native A " showed up in
the answers of five students at
Memarinl Elementary School.
‘They had had a teacher who was
married to a Native American
and instructed the children that

age has been done. The kids
know they have been nccused of
cheating.”

No fix

Of Roberts’ comments, Wilmot
snid, “I accept his apology but it
doesn’t fix it.”

Wilmot noted that the infor-
mation was released one day
before an clection in Garden City
for $36 million in bonds. While it
still passed, he said several par-
ents told him they would not
vote for it because *cheating”™
was going on in the school dis-
trict.

Oak Park’s Pepper Elemen-
tary mndl. the h»l bccnuse sever-

al

the worst irregularities seen in
the test, but others, Jike those in
his school district, were mudx
less clear.

“How do you even assess m'eg-
ularities when you have only one
or two answers to look 0t?" he
said,

Bailey contended that the
state should indeed be reviewing
the test for irregularities and
cheating. But he said the release
of the information, before it was
reviewed by the schools, hurt
studenta,

“Thcy need to make sure the
integrity of the school district is
protected,” Bailey snid. “They
also have to protect the integrity

the term “Indian” is derogatory.
So when nsked about who
migrated to North American in
prehistoric times, students
answered “descendants of Native
Americans,” That's an incorrect
answer, Wilmot noted. It should
have been “ancestors.”

*Once this had been reviewed,
you will find there is nothing
improper here,” he gaid. “But the
accusntion has been made and it
cannot be corrected ... The dam-

Street in their esgay answers to
a question asking them to tell
nbout a time when they got lost.
*“Oakwood is three blocks from
the school, and it'a five blocks
long. We have a lot of

of the infi tion about test.
And it isn't fair to put the kids
on the firing line.”

Northville Superintendant Len
Rezmierski said Winchester Ele-
mentury appeared on the list

several stud when

who live on Onkwood,” Superin-
tendent Alexander Baily said,
But beyond that, he couldn't
find any similarities in their
answers,
Baily snid the state handed
out examples that constituted

asked for an example of problem
solving, wrote about an issue at
the school in which a playground
had been taken over for parking
space. Several had used the
phrase “more parking for par-
ents and teachers,”

Best of all, you've still got time to reglster!

Fall Classes Begin Sept. 5.

For registration information, call: 734,542,0843 or
email: emulivonia@emich.edu

Getting Ahead Takes Time...
Now's the Time to Consider Eastern.

thlher you're interested in updating your résumé for a
career change or completing a degree while working full time,
Eastern Michigan University's convenient location at (275
and Six Mile Road in Livonia offers;

« Classes that meet outside of a 9-to-5 schedule

« Faculty experienced with adult leamets

« Ample and free parking

Visit us at www.ce.emich.edu
to learn more about our onhine

m Road s Under Construetion. . ut Our Hard Hat Deals Are Worth The Trip!
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Haggerty Road will be closed
between Grand River ¢ Hills Tech
May-September
Due to Bridge F!eparr at 1-96

Follow 1 of these 2 directions
to Farmer John's:

rom
12 Mile

or
*Wast on
Hills Tech
from
Halstead -

EASTERN MICHIGAN

degree programs.

un, Rain or Cold...60,000 8q. ft. of Enclosed Greenhouse! 4
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AAA Fumington Farmington Famdigs in Action Monaghan, LoPrete, McDonald,
Ace Cuting Fasmington anly Pr-poam ‘Yakima & Gronks
AMC Thoaters Farmington Hils, Mongolan Barboque
Ameritax Plus Farmington Hits Poh:q Staton Bruce & Barbara Moore
Farmington Has Tomng Jamos & Jud Mynsberge
Aqua Tech Farmngton YMCA Northern Capda) Corp. BK.& Sheola Toveld
Associates n Darmatology of Farmngion Unitied Hockey NTH Consutants, LT John & Pam Tung!
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Barbars Maich Sehool ot Dance  Fred & Karen Fernandez QObsarver & Eccantne Vitago Clppets.
Bates Hamburgers. FHS Booster Chud Newspaper Lous & Charyl Waack
8aad Bobomia FHS End Zono Offico Max = Novt Wihito Castio
Thomas & Mary Beierschm Floet Servica, Inc. Oiga's Kitchen Frank Yanke
M Joseph & Diana Bender Focal Point Optimist International Ralph & Mary Jane Zeroon a
- Berbigtia Associates. Inc. F-Stop, Inc. Paimer Archives. Cintas
"l JA &'Nancy Berkesch Gardon Gty Upholstery Tha Pasta Shop Mindy of Appearances Sakcn
Paut & Ute Bornicohi Genasis Construction James & Ellon Perkns Fresh Approach
Bast Western Holol Glendale Auto Suppy Gary Prirps BgBoy
Oanied & Patricia Bokda The Gold Lot Henry & Ruth Pokney Farmingten Bakery
Boogie Kiwghts Gof Cub Of Mxhigan Piadimont Concrets, Inc. Meadows Party Stare
Danisl & Patricia Brown Harold & Paza ¥ Bumpie Subs
John & Nancy Buck Ruck & Janig Gundtach Pum Trea Pottory Dan's Subs
Michasd Buck Hairs 11 You Salon = Carla Kyriazis  David & Mary Powet Farmington Deu
" Bush Harmony House Prosidant Tuxodo ~ Novi M. Pda
: Americans Heanay-Sunduist FunersiHomo  Purpie Rose Fiims Soa Pacer
N Cayon & McKeevoy, PC Mark & Janics Hipplor fodior Buiding Supply Co. Katen Grossvan
‘R CompUSA-Now Hiachi Avtometrva Products Bnce & Donna Aouter Patty Honan
Awat Holiday Inn of Farmungton Hils Nancy Ringold Domino's (Brett Biown's Dag)
Corrmel & Bush Rea! Estata Rdb & Patty Hotton Janice & Donaid Rounds Tweenys
Country Epicure Gordon L. Hattander, CPA Potor A. Basile Sons, Inc. Papa John's
Country Lanes Home Dopot - N Salon Logala Sammy's
Damman Hardware Jack Inch Sakone Raj Papa Ramond's
Denise Dankorth Infeite Learning Sam's Club - Farmangton Hits Greal Harvest
Jack Demmer LincolnMeccury  J. Aloxander’s Sehenck Motorama Knsy Kreme
Designs in Jewoky - Susan Jazz h Up - JoAnn Murtiand Mchast & Mary Jo Schstet Bg Apple Bages
Nasior Dr. Thomas Jusino, 0DS. MS sm-u Famiy Panara
Detron Edson Gerakd & Munol usiman B8 Simdn Ram’s Horn
Optomotric Jack & Barbara Kahinctt HA. Smtn Lumber & Hardware  Sarms Ciub
Eastorn Mourtiain Sports Kevin & Kecry Kelly Robert & Lucina Stncker Bots
ECI Budders Gregg & Jean Knepley Supet Car Wash Greene's
Ecipse Print Ermporium Laxd Pastcs Suzanne's Bndal Gallory Kroger 8 Mio
Construction H. E. Lennon, Inc. mm--m Funerat Home xogw‘ 12 Me
nbe MADD ssen'
m&;&: Magx Oran, LLC srmn Farmer Jack
Everest Expross Restaurant Max & Erma's - Farmingion Hily Cuml & Sytvia Tman Peps: Cola
Exchange Ciub of Farmington Max & Erma’s - Livonia Time Wamer Coca Cola
Family Buggy Meqers, Inc. - Nortla Tomatoes A Pizzs Orcharg Ten 1GA
Farmington Aroa Lions Club Mark mw' O+. Satps Toroyan, DDS Jonahs
Farmangion, Caty of Susan M The Treshouse Lita Hoyer
Farmington ENa #1988 N Dovres st tor Eanths Chicren Pasta Sioo
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n
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The 2001 Graduates of
Farmington High School

and thelr parents would like to express thelr sincere
thanks to the following contributors for their generous
donatlons of cash, prizes, food and decoratlons towards
thelr successful 17th Annual Senlor All-Night Party held
Sunday, June 3rd at Farmington High School:

Our Apologics to anyone we may have inadvertently omitted.
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6950 Haggerty Road ¢
248-5§53-7141

Open7Days » 8am. -9 pm.
iblay thru August)

Farmingto
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HinrY FORD

Mrmcar CiNTER
West Rloomfield
241R EMFRGENC

Weat Bloomfield, M1 48322

The new adidress
for the exyperis.

expeats, you can rest assuted that vou'll be

deserve. Don't compronuse your famiy’s he

777 West Maple Raad. (West of Drake)

It only takes a second
- _____ to get injured...

don't

walt hours
o get t;‘?ated

In the Emergency Room at the Henry Ford Medical Center in West Bloomficld,
we take your care setiously — we see yon quickly! And besause our docton are boardrcernfied

W aaept mast usunance phans scduding Actna,
Blue Cross Blue Stueld, PPON and Medicare,

roracesacsel




