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On the rocks: Part of what
is considered the gateway
to the Rocky Mountains is
the Garden of the Gods,
which offers visitors an
almost-desert-like land-
scape.

BY DON SCHELSKE
BTAFY WRITER
dachelske@oc.homecomm.net

The mountains really appear

_ tobe purple,

When Katharine Lee Bates

. visited Colorado’s Pike'a Peak,

- she was inspired to write of the
i jesties" and

“purple

feet, Both pale in comperison
with Pike's Peak, however, and
other “points” of interest known
callectively as “the Fourteeners,”
so named for their clevation of
more than 14,000 square feet,

A trip to the top of Pike's Peak
is made possible either by motor
vehicle (with many advisories

other beauties of creation in the
song, America the Beautiful.

! Ench year, thousands of travel-

* ers discover the sensation of hav-

ing their hends in the clouds
while their feet are firmly plant-
ed on the ground,

In the I-26 corridor between
Denver and Colorado Springs,
both scenic and manmade
attractions form the gateway to
the Rocky Mountains, It's an
aren where fronticr traditions,
and modern amenitics scem to
have mixed well.

Known as the “mile high city”

-=— an clevation of 5,280 feet, for
-these who remember from school

:'— Denver has its own attrac-
. -tions, but is nowhere near the

pinnacle for sightscors. Colorado
Springs is o bit higher at 5,980

damage by
excessive braking or use of air
conditioning) or by the Pikes
Peak Cog Railway (a 3.6-hour
round trip that includes a great
view of the landscape and moun-
tain wildlife). Regardless of the
mede of transportation, travelers
are strongly advised to brace for
lower temperatures and thinner
air at the summit. Drinking lots
of water at the top helps make
up for the lack of oxygen in the
air,

Those not quite as adventuy-
ous can still enjoy a view of the
heights without going all the
way up. Scveral roads have been
given “scenic” designation, and
driving tour options are numcr-
ous. A loop of sorts is created by

-US-285 out of Denver connects

N The Mile High City has a

. varlety of cultural, athletic
and entertainment venues
reflecting its historical trans- .
formation from frontier town
to modern clty of commerce.

A Rocky
Mountain
high

Coloradb’s breathtaking vi

with US-24 out of Colorado
Springa. Along the latter are
roadside turnouts allowing a
great view of the “collegiate
peaks” such as Mt, Harvard, Mt.
Yale, Mt. Princeton, etc. The
small town of Buena Vista {s a
pleasant place to stop, or
motorists may choose to turn off
onto a county road that leads up
to the Continental Divide,

ip: Many scenic drives carry
cautions such as “weather per-
mitting” or “falling rock zonea,”
so plan alternate routes in
advance.

US-24 also leads to the town of
Cripple Creek, home of en aban-
doned vertical-shaft gold mine
that gives tours and free ore
samples which, if melted in a
ceramic kiln, will likely yield a
couple grams of the good stuff,
The town itself, once o thriving
center of commerce when

rospectors filled the area, now
ures tourists with a different
kind of temptation to strike it
rich; virtuanlly the entire central
business district has been con-
verted into casinos, R

Enchanted vlew: The natural beauty of central Colorado, which includes Mt. Princeton
(elevation 14,197 feet) on the outskirts of Buena Vista, is approximately 100 miles west
of Colorado Springs.

ews seem endless year-round

W Planniog shosd takes on new meaning for Rocky
Mountain country. Expect cooler temperatures in higher
elovations, and be sure your vohicle is prepared if you
plan mountain driving. In addition to potential problems
from heavy braking and use af afr conditioning, some
roads may ba closed bocause of weather or falling rocks.
Have alternative routes nt the roady.

If 1 INg
you’re going...
i Because the nrea Is also a Mecea for skiers, there aro
two brief “off seasons.”

Lower lodging prices tend to be availabla in early
spring and late fall, .

B More information is available from the Colorade
Springs Convention & Visitors Center, 104 S. Cascade,
Suite 104, Colorado Springs, CO 80803 (www.col-

via 1.78 from t:

M If traveling by car, Denver Is

1-80, If & more southerly eross-country routs ia deaired, I-
70 to US-24 will lead %o Colorado Springs. Alr travelers
can {ly into efther Denver International Airport or Col-
orado Springs Airport. Commercial bus lnes serve both
_clties, while rail travel is possible to Denver only,

1.com); tha Pikes Peak Country Attrac-
tions Association, 354 Manitou Ave., Manitou Springs,
CO 80829 (www.pikes-peak.com); and the Denver Metro
Coavention & Viaitars Bureau, 1668 Larimer St., Denver,
€O 80202 (www.denver.orgivisitors).

Other places of natural beauty
include Garden of the Geds, a
1,300-acre park allowing tourists
free access to a place where the
Great Plains mecet the Rockies.
Red sandstone formations are
the focus of awe for most, but a
varioty of flora and fauna pro-
vide diversity to the landscape.

The Mountain Nationa!
Park has a visitors center north-
west of Dunvnrl. serving 88 a

gateway to some 365,700 acres of
natural beauty.

osc looking for more urban
attractions can be well scrved by
deatinations such as the U.S. Air
Foree Academy near Colorado
Springs. In addition to secing
cadets in close order drill at vari-
ous times of the day, the campus
chapel is a place for both spiritu-
al] reflection and architectural
admiration.

In Denver, a visit to the U.S.
Mint is offered free of charge,
with historical ‘displays accom-
panied by a look at how coins are
astamped by modern presses. The
Mile High City has a variety of
cultural, athletic and entertain-
ment venues reflecting its histor.
ical transformation from frontier
town to modern center of com-
merce.

and skill levels.

Saturday will feature a SLAM DUNK contest sponsored
by Observer and Eccentric Newspapers
and Judged by local celebrities!

BASKETBALL
August 11 - 12
West Bloomfield
High School
To benefit “On My Own” and
the “National Childhood Cancer
Foundation”
The best in outdoor hoops
and wholesome fun!
This is more than a game, it's a family festival that takes place around

the pick-up basketball game. The high school parking ot will be filled
with about 500 teams with basketball players of all ages, genders

SR A

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
- Interested players and volunteers
' can register on-line at
www.whlib.org/wbop

248-901-2575
to get & team registration form
- Registration Deadline Jily 21;

orcall - .
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THE OPYIMIST CLUB OF WEST BLOOMFIELD
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