We have forgotten how to be good gueau. how to
walk lightly on the carth as its other creatures do.

Stockholm Conference,

Only One Earith, 1972

1 think that our new president has to got out
and about more,
Last week, as mponed in tho Netw York Times,
President George W, Bush rescinded a phasing
out of enowmobiles in Yellowstone. That's despite
scientific evidenca that the nearly 1,000 snowme-
bilers who invade the park each day in winter
cauuu nolse, air pollutinn and freak out the
. wildlife. He is
also reportedly
ready to weaken
“a Forest Service
rule that protects
60 million acres
of national foreat
from road build-
ing, new oil and
gas'leasing and
mest naew log-
ging.”

Bush .is coming
up with new
ways of damag-
ing our national
parks and
wildlife refuges
at a time when
residents of our
Onkland Cnunly hometowns are prodding their
officinls to improve and expand their local parks
nnd provide places where even their domesticated

*ahimals can run frecly.

“In Birmingham, vou'rs will decide this Novem-
™ber on a bond {ssue to provide as much ag $25 mil-
lion for new and improved parks and recreation.
Public input, city officials pledge, will drive what
the money is used for as it haa the initintive itself.

Judith Doner Bame

Proposals that havo made it into print include -

in in-line nknhng park, which teens have been
‘Tequesting cver since they were kicked off city
streets o few years back; a dog park, which up to
this point has raised yelps from neighbora when
suggested for existing parks; and a complete

dging and bank restoration of Quarton Lake.

'ederal and state matching grants to improve the
ldke's quality could help.

Other ideas include buying a 108, 000-xqunro-
foot former school turned rehabilitation center,
operated by Willinm Beaumont Hospital, and its
stirrounding grounds. The iden would be to adapt

resident Bush’s actifon_s at
odds with local concerns
‘about our parks, animals

- Oraer OpNions

the building for a fitness center and keop its
grounds for & park. Purchasing Roeper Park, the
property of Roeper School, is also being discussed
although school officinls sny it isn't for sale. -

In West Blonmﬁnlq the public got three
chances last month to’help update that town's
master plan for parks and recreation. Various res-
idents ndvocated a township dog park, a teen cen-
ter wnth o park for m-hnn skating and skate-

Miks Maiott

The problem with the Michigan Supreme
Court’s literalist interpretation of the state Con-
stitution is that it supposes the framers back in
1963 would have, or even could have, anticipated
nnd pro!ecled against every devious little scheme

and an ded trail to pro-

vide bike and foot access to more township parks,

A team of consultants from Johnson, Hill and

Associates in Ann Arbor will ndnpt tho mput 10
is. Plans p

on thelr Web sito — UJIUW-JO’I'I!OII"II”."C‘ —

where residents are anourngcd to add their

ideas. )

M over in ¥ i Hills, George
Sarkisien resorted to the‘good old letter-to-the-
cditor to make his viewk known, Ho's disgusted by
that city's failure to cren?.e a dog park which he
8ays of!' cials have been'studying for two years.

“Let’s take stock of the creative genius of our
city council members,’ “rhe wrate. *With all their
brains and experience and all the clubs and orga-
nizations they belonggto printed on their cam-
paign literature, they can't figure out a way to
designate even one acre of the 23,047 acres we
huvkn in the city of Farmington Hills for a dog
park.’

He cited a number of ways to pay for its cre-
uunn und mumlenunco. 'I‘heae include: fining

pers for such as cut.
ting dnwn too many trees; ticketing owners who
don't clean up after their pots; making sales per-
sons caught in police stings for scllinx aleohol to
minors perform community service — by cutting
grasa at or cleaning up the dog park.

Ho also suggested council members do the obvi-
ous — talk to other communities where dog parks
have been established.

People in our corner of the world push their
local governments to step up to the importance of
provide open space for them, and more recently,
for their animals. I don't imagine its much differ-
ent in other parts of the country.

Weird that a ranch-owner from a state with as
much wide open space as Texas just doesn't get it.

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloomfield res-
ldenl, ll a formtr managlng editor of Tllc

might hatch over the next 40 years to
twist ita wording around to fruatrate ite

(FIA9

State justices legal
gymnastics savages
constitution

before. Justices cited
o case from 1939 on the same issue, Back then,
the court didn't let lawmakers get away with it
and erdered the referendum election to proceed.
Rather than follow the precedent, Justice Young
used a bizarre twist o!lomc wwndude that voters

and intent.

More likely, its authors assumed the people of

this state wnuld want to continue operating es a

, takin idi from
voters when thefr will was clearly expressed ...
and that the Supreme Court would aesist in
reaching that goal,

Instead, Justices Clifford Taylor, Maura Corrig-
an, Stephen Markman and Robert Young recently
did 45 pages worth of mental gymnastics to work
their way around to the idea that the people of
Michigan must have intended to leave a gaping
loophole in the atate C: ituti

Yes, we reserved for ourselves the right of refer-
cendum so we could “approve or reject laws enacted
by the Jegislature.” But use when we ratified
the cunlmution, we also Bccapted wordmg that

“acts mi nklng " from
wer of refe Tuded we must
ave intended to let lnwmnkcrn frustrate petition
drives by simply tacking a few dollars worth of
spending on to any bill.

That’s ludicrous. It simply makea no sense,

Yet it is exactly the position taken by those four
Justices in the case of Michigan United Conserva-
tion Cluba va, Secretary of State and the People
Who Care About Kids committee. The deciaion
was issued late last Friday, allowing the legisla-
ture’s new concealed weapons | law to go inlo effect
Sunday and tossing out the

i ded to leave the ) there because they
failed to fix that wording when they rewrote the

Dedicated public advocates are going
fo have to circulate petitions ... to
repalr the savage damage done.

Constitution 24 years later.
cml]y. you don't fix legal warding when the
court has interpreted it correctly the first time.

But Young cnncluded the people were aware
lawmakers might try lhu trick and “did not ueek
to chango the l referral 1
preclude the L from
ing its power of appropriation.”

(Don't take my word for it. You can read the tor-
mred logic for youmll‘. The opinion is posted on
the ls. mijud. net/
ds. htm . The dockn number is 119274.)

The sad part is that now the members of People
‘Who Care About Kids will have to circulate anoth-
er petition - after they just got done with the Her-
culean task of collemng 260,000 signatures the
first time around - if they mll want to put the
question on the ballot. They'll have to launch a
lmnd petition drive for “initiative legislation.”

uercil-

The cose was not about whether Michigan
should implement the “shall issue” CCW law
approved last year. Nor was it about whether cir-
culators had enough signatures to call for a vote,

It was nbout whether legizlators could uso this
little conatitutional contradiction to “evade a refer-
endum.” Ono lawmaker, an author of the final
CCW bill, eventually even admitted that was the
reason for adding the spending provision to the
bill in canference committee at the 11th hour,

But t.hnf. docsn t matter, Jusuce Comgnn nmd

. You:
w:lcome b_v calllng (734) 958 -2047, wruing o
traditional leﬂcr-to-lhe«editnr‘ ar e‘mulllrw
Jberne@att.net T
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placed.
This wording in the constitution has given
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is mise

of the have already said they
will do exaclly that,

Sadder still is that the decision demands yet a
third petition drive. If the people of Michigan
want to win back their right of referendum, they'll
have to do it through a constitutional amendment
petition drive.

Now that these four justices have effectively
crossed out voters' right of referendum, some dedi-
cated public advocates are going to have to circu-
late petitions for an amendment to repair tho sav-
age damage done to our Constitution.

Mike Malott reports on the local implica-
tions af state and regional events. He can be
reached by phone at (248) 634-8219 or by e-
mail at mmalott@homecomm.net.

The Best ofBirmingham
ON SALE!

Downtown streets are closed and packed with sidewalk sales!

Lunch and Dinner specials at participating restaurants

FREE parking all day e LIVE outdoor entertainment




