Estleman’s executioner.
a fascinating character

The Master

to app! ice himself to a car-

Loren D. Estleman ('l’om Dohuty
Assoclates, §23.95), -
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Loren Estleman’s writing is
enough to make you beliove in
reincarnation, Many moons ago,
this contemporary Michigan
author surely lived the lifo of the
American frontiersman. Other-
wige, how could he re-crente that
part of our history with the
verve and authenticity he bringa
to his Western tales? Perhaps he
was the sheriff sporting that
nickel-plated star. Perhapa he
was 8 well-traveled gunslinger.
Or perhaps he was that odd bird,
the hangman, who not only
tripped the lever, but painstak-
ingly constructed the lethal gal-
lowa,

Most of us, when we think
about the Old West, tend to
think about the lawmen and the
gunslingers. We don’t often

° entertain dotailed images of o

Chances are

however, that, once you've read
The Master Executioner, you'll
find this member of that long-
ago community impessible to for-

get.

As this story begins, Pennsyl-
vania native Oscar Stono is a
young veteran of the Civil War,
With the War over and with no
real education, he finds himself
at loose cnds and begine to
direct his dreama toward the
golden horizon of the West,

But how to pay his way thero,
and what sheuld he do to sup-
port himself in the strange, new
place? Because of his father's
experiences with the land, ho's
repelled by the hardships of
furmlng. Also, he can't see him-
aclf in a stultifying desk job, and
he is not trained for any “higher
profession.”

After some thought, he decides

penter named Pickere), Stone
once helped his father and broth-
or rebuild a barn and, as a
relul?., knows something of “rout-
ing and beveling and fitting
pegs and joints.” Alse, he *had
found the clean sharp scent of
fresh sawdust intoxicating.”

Honorable calling
Carpentry is “an. . .honorable

feel every painful jolt of the
homely mud wagons that tra-
verse “the territories,” visit the
prisons and jails of the day, walk
the muddy streeta, read the,
newspapers (and meet some of
the ink-stained journalists), get
acquainted with hotels, restau-
rants, saloons and brothels from
Colorado to Montana. We
glimpse everything from tiny

) mnup wntchca to great, hissing

We can almost feel

calling,” the w y Stone
believes. More than that, it is
something that does not “involve
death.”

Then, he and Pickerel perform
their first job together—the con-
struction of a coffin. Though
Stone doesn’t know it at the
time, nearly all the remainder of
his life's work will involve death.
After traveling west, he gaina a
kind of infamy as an accom-
plished gallows-builder and ulti.
mately a8 a nowsworthy execu-
tioner, growing—with each
hanging—in knowledge and
exquisite precision,

And then one day. ..

Lonely route

Throughout, he travels from
the prairies of Idaho to the wilds
of Wyoming to the burgeoning
city of Denver, and many points
between—-just about any place,
in fact, where a hanging needs
doing properly and with dis-
patch,

It seoms a particularly odd
profession for any man, but
maybe especially for Oscar
Stone—whn, as a boy, couldn't
even wring a bird’s neck and,
during the War, once witnessed
o horrendously grisly h

the rough texture of that sugar
sack dropped over the head of
the condemned prisoner just
before hanging, almost see that-
blue flame spewing from the
body of the dying prisoner in’
that newfangled contraption, the
electric chair. (This is not n book.
for the squeamish.)

* Through lively language nnd

sensitive insight, Estieman con-,
sistently succeeds in making the
*“bloodless” and npproprlntoly
named Stone a fully alive char-
actor, although he's not always
clenrly understood. Also adding
much life to the story is Stone's
first mentor, the eccentric Pick-
erel, plus his fellow-hangman, &
whiskey-swilling dovilish aorL
named Rudd.

Rather disappointingly,
Stone' (] wife, Grotchen, seems

h like an

heroine in a superficial mmnncc
novel, and The Master Execu-
tioner fecls stronger when shels.
not around. Estleman’s over-,
abundance of details on how ta
build the perfect gallows alsq
tonds to diminish the momen-,
tum of the story a bit.

’l’hcan arc uny bones to plck.

ing (ond

But Estleman carefully weaves
the tale so that we can see how
time, circumstance, and Stone's
own paychological Jandscape
might determine the lonely route
his life takes. In this richly
detailed world, we join up with a
wagon train headed for Kanans,

clnemntlc) nnvel that is ultis
mately every bit as memorable
as ita title character,

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia resi-
dent and writes about books, the-
ater and movies for the Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers,

BOOK HAPPENINGS

Book Happenings features events
at suburban bookstores, libraries
and literary gatherings. Send news
leade to Keely Wygonik, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150, or
fox them to (734) 691.7279 or -
moail to kwygonik® homecomm.net

‘Tho Book Beat, 26010 Greenfield
in Oak Park, has the following
event p]nnncd

'WEDNESDAY, JULY 11

New York timea best-sclling
outhor E, Lynn Harris will appear
to read and sign copies of his lntest
bestseller Any Way the Wind
Blows, o short novel of revenge
that will be on the top of summer
reading lists from coast to const.
Since the publication of E. Lynn
Harria's stunning dobut novel
Invisible Life, milliona of readers
havo laughed, cried and anguished
elong with his unforgettable cast
of characters. Now his legions of
funs will get another chance thia
summer to hoat, how], and kick up
some sand with his naughty new
beach novel, This new novel con-
tinuea to develop some of his well-
known characters, especially the
terminally bisexual and good-look-
ing gadnbout Basil Hendorson and
also introduces some wild new
spices to the mix, With just tho
right amounts of wickedness, lnva.

‘won the James Baldwin Award for
Literary Excellence. In 2000 Har-
ris waa named one of the 56 Moat
Intriguing African Americans by
Ebony and inducted into the
Arkansas Black Hall of Fame. Ho
dividea his time between Chicago
and New York.

Call 248-968-1180 for further
information.

Barnes & Noble, at 2800 S,
Rochester in Rochester Hills, has
the following eventa planned:

'WEDNESDAY, JULY 14

The Captain Underpnnu Club
wolcomes Kurt Hasaler, firat-timo
author of one of Sleeping Bear
Press’ nowest children’s book,
Hannah and the Homunculus,
Hassler will be available for book
signing, 7 pan.

'WEDNESDAY, JULY 18

Harry Potter Club meeta at 7 p.m.
‘Will it be Gryffindor, Hufllepuff,
Ravenclaw or Slytherin? Each
month, new Hogwarta atudenta
will put on the Sorting Hat. Join
for games, projects and a sneak
preview of Harry's birthday cale-
bration,

FRIDAY, JULY 27/8AT., JULY 28

A Vuilwﬂ.h Biscuit, 7 p.m. Friday
and 11 a.m. Saturday.Join ua for
storytime and read all about Bis-
t\ll!. a wonderful yellow puppy
for a special via

and arria’
storytelling and delicious plot
twists will have fans and nowcom-
era alike frantically turning the
pages.

Harris hos written five provious
novels, including Invisible

Lifo, Just as T Too
Shall Pasa and 1f This World Were
Mine. In 1986 Just as I Am won
the Novel of the Year Prizo by the
Blackboard African-American
Bestaellers, Inc. If This World
Were Mino was nominated for the
1897 NAACP Image Award nnd

Detroit Zoo

‘What better way to wind down
after a long day at the office
than to enjoy a concert at the
Datroit Zoo?

The Summer Concert Series at *
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the Zoo is underway and contin-
ues every Wednesday through
Aug. 28,

Shows are staged from 6-7:30
p.m., on the zoo’s scenic front
lawn, The zoo stays open until 8
p.m., on Wednesdays, so visitors
can enjoy seeing the animals as -
well as listening to music.

SUNDAY, LY 29

Crazy Science Fun at 1 p.m.
Explore the unusual, the incredi-
ble and the juat plain ardinary
with expert Phil Walker, scientist
extraordinaire. Join us for the sec-
ond of three special summer aci+
ence events—Kitchen Sciencel
Registration recommended.
TUESDAY, XLY 31

Harry Potter Birthday Party. Born
July 31, 1980, Harry Potter unwit-
tingly started a life of adventure.

A party for all ages. 7 p.m. .
Borders Books, Music, Video & '
a Cnre 1122 S. Rochester in

cster Hilla, has the following
cvents planned:

THURSDAYS
Bordoers and Mr. Don want to
remind folka that reading aloud is
not just for tykes with e program
titled Reading Without a Net. Stop
into Bordors at 7 p.m, to experi-
ence the neglected art of reading
aloud, It isn't radio, or TV; it's live, *
FRIDAYS :
Toddler Time with Ms. Allison pre-
senta stories and songs and lots of
wiggle room for children 4-under.
Oldor kids are welcomed to come
along. 10 a.m.
Southﬂeld Public Library has
the following announcements:
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Velunteers play an important part
in the Southfield Public Library
organization, participating in
many fobs that help to provide the
public with excellent library ser-
vice. For more information on
becoming a volunteer, click on:
‘www, metronet. lib, m
unISl-‘LDIvnlunu-er_job deserip-
tion.htm]

For information about these pro-
gramas at the library, begin on the

- Library's Home P,

Page,
www.sfldlib.org, click on Events &
Programas, then click on "Of Cur-
rent Interest”™ or “Library Calen-
dar.” Any questions or o register
for % program, call’ (248) 948-

Wlldanbookl, nt 2889 W. Big

Beaver in Troy, has the following

event:

SUNDAY, NLY 8

Rusa McLogan, author of the

book Boy Soldier: Coming of Age

During World War 11, will auto-

graph copies and swap war sto- |
es with you,

sounds off for summer

Concerts are included with
admission to the z00. Here's a
schedule of this month's perfor-
manees:

W July 11— Gemini (chil.
dren's)

@ July 18 —Blackman/Arnold
world Jazz Band (worldfjazz)

8 July 25 —~ Bugs Beddow
Band (blues)

@ Aug. 1 — Ray Kamalay Red
Hot Pnppen (jazs)

* W Aug, 8-James c«n‘ey. Anj-
mal Groove (children's)

W Aug. 15 -,Henry Ford Com-
munity College Big Band (jazz)

@ Aug. 22 - Alberta Adams &
Blues Crew (blues)

B Aug. 29 - Kathy Kosins
(azz)

Admission to the 200 is $8 for
ndults; $8 for senior citizens, age.
82 and over and for children
ages 2.18.

The 200 is located on 10 Mile,
_gl:;'nll of Woodward, Royal

\
*



