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Downtown center parking lot
repair scheduled before festival

BY SUE Buck
STAFF WRITER
,buckﬁo&homnenmn.nnt N

- A limited ropair to the base
structure of the downtown park-
ing lot driveway and approach
from Grove to Farmington Road
is expected to be completed by
the start of the Founders Festi-
yal July 19, according to Farm-
ington city officials.
: “The eoxisting driveway
nppmnch to the downtown cen-
ter is both structurally and acs-
thetically deteriorated,” said
Assistant City Managor Biil
Richards, “Winter freege-thaw
cyc]en have accelerated tho dete-
such that mai
costs have become excessive.”
The city is installing a 1.6
inch asphalt cap to preserve the
surface until tho entire lot is
totally reconstructed, in 2004,

¢ Farmington City Council

approved tho repair and resur-
facing July 2 and awarded the
low bid to Detroit Concrete
Products Corporation in the
amount of $13,3656.97.

Funding for this project is pro-
vided in the 2000 -2001 budget.
The company agrecd to perform
the work bascd on the samo unit
prices as the 2001 paving con-
tract.

“This project will reduce trip
and fall hazards and comple-
ment the scheduled Farmington
Road improvements,” Richards
said.

Farmington Road will be
under construction between
Eight and Ninc Mile roads
beginning about July 16, Next
year Farmington Road from
Grand River to Ninc Mile will be
under conatruction.

The city hopes to giva the com-
munity a break from construc-
tion in 2003, Richards snid.
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Oskland County Health
Division's Child Health Clin-
ies provide free care for woll
children from birth to school-
entry age Familica who do
not have an EMO or Medi-
enid may be eligible. Clinics
are held at 12 locations
throughout Oakland County.

Services include: height
and weight; physicel exami-
nations; immunizations;

Child clinics provide free care

vision, hearing and lab test-
ing; growth and development
screening; and counseling
with reforrals to physicians
and nre resources.

An  appointment is
required, Call North Oakland
at (248) 858-1811, South
Oakland (248) 424-7068,
West Oakland (248) 926-
3341 or Holly (888} 450-0900,
Ext. 8-1311.
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Tour will be “a wondorful addi-
tion.”

Of course, it's being called the
Founders Festival again, after a
ghort-lived tonure as the Farm-
ington Area Family Fest,

*We'vo had a lot of interac-
tions with the community, to
take n pulse of ‘What do you
really want thia festival to bo,”
Bates said.

Concurring was Hartsock, who
snid the makeup of this yoar's
festival has a lat to do with
input from citizens and busi-
nesses, primarily to return it to
a locnl ovent rather than the
regional draw attempted during
the two years that.-Mike Watts
organized it.

“We have had a lot of people
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comment over, the last fow
years” nbout what nceded
twenldng “and we've taken those
to hoart,” Hartsock said.

Entertainment uptlons for all
ages (at two venuoes) ond tho
heralded Art on the Grand
exhibit are just a couple of other
reasons why Hartsock is having
difficulty holding back his
enthusinam.

Art on tho Grand is growing to
the point where a soction of
Oakland Street needed to bo
clesed off by the Farmington
City Council. Hartsock added
that some fino artists are sign-
ing up for the Founders Festival
rather than the Ann Arbor Art
Fnét. being held the same wcek-
end.
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Green’s Founder's Festival
program will focus on the
library.

I jove tho library, and 1 peint

Gorl Green

out all the aspects of the library
in song.”

She snid the first thing she
does when she moves to a new
city is find the library.

- “Libraries have o special place

in my heart. I love books.”

Green will also be debuting
songs from her new CD, includ-
ing “All One Family.”

“The theme of my new CD is
Groen said. “It's
brand new. This is the first time
peoplo will be able to hear the
music.”

As part of the performance,
she tenchea the children to use
signing for the hearing
impaired. “It'a really ‘signing for
fun' and moving to the music to
express themselves.”

However, sho hopes it will
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spark on interest in signing for
someone in the audience. “I liké
to plant little sceds...” Greun
soid,

A native of Dearborn, Green
moved to Farmington Hills fmm
Livonin two yearu ago. B

“This is our retirement com:
munity. We chose to be here and
wa love it.”

She began her carcer in thn
Jate 1960s as a songwriter foi
Jobote, the prestigious song
writing wing of otown
Recorda, In lhe 19708 and '808
she performed solo in area clubs;

“I was tho cocktail hour mr]

ing in hotels th h
Michigan and Ohio. 1 sang dm~
ner music.”

In 1990, she enrolled ln
Schoolcraft Collcgn and majored
in Child Development. Since
that time, Green has turned her
talents to entertaining children
from ages 2 to 12 and their rnmx,
lies.

Battle said ghe's purﬂcularlx
proud to host the event, because
Green i a local resident. N

“It's a colebration for th¢
young and the young at heart. |
like to be able to highhght loca)
talent — it's really nice,” Buttlo
said.

She is expecting a crowd for
the performance, *I would sug:
geat that people come carly,”
Battle said.

Green's performance is sched:
uled for 7 p.m. on July 18 at the
Farmington Branch. More infors

. mation can be found on Gmen.

web site at www.GeriGreen.com.
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