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As darkness fell around the Governor Warner
Mansion Tuesday night, glowing fireflies hav-
ered above the manicured lawn in silent countor-
point to the steady hum of conversation coming
from the front porch,

For Cheryl Blau and Michacl Varverakis of

Farmington, the time

ing felt like a small but
romantic vacation, time
away for just the two of
them.

“It was s iden,”

Mich

apent lnughing and talk-.

Playing it by ear, Blue Circle
finds sweet harmony with Cafe

described as eclectic. More than 30 people wan-
dered up the stepa and through the home of
Michigan's first three-term governor, much to
the delight of Blue Circle members, who hosted
the event.

Margaret Howard, & Novi resident who was
drawn into the circle by Denise Tawyea, sat
behind a long table and collected the $5 admis-
sion fee.

“Isn't this wonderful?” she said, after directing
another couple around to the refreshment table.

'l'hn)l. was a common reaction among nll who

Chery) said, smiling. “I
feel like I'm up north.
Even though it's just been
half an hour, it's been
wonderful.”

For Mary Burck, who
lives in tho “construction
zone” on Orchard Lake Road in Farmington
Hills, it was a break in a hectic doy, an hour to
relax and chat.

“I just read about it and thought it waa a nice
iden,” she said, “I'm just enjoying some time
away.”

Philippe Cavaille and Claudia Hecht camo to
get a look at the mansion itself, which was open
far the evening. Both are living in Farmington
Hills temporarily; he works in the automotive
industry, she's a nanny and attends school.

“We're European,” Pierre explained, “and we
like history.”

The crowd at the first “Cafe on the Porch,”
held Tueaday night at Farmington’s historic
Governor Warner Mansion, could best be

X

Jon! Hubred

to Blue Circle member Brian
Golden.

“There were a faw more people than we expect-
ed,” he said Thursday, "We anticipated 30 and
34 attended. The reactions we got were all very
positive and we anticipate next week there will
be even more people.”

The Blue Circle was formed specifically to get
“Cofe on the Porch® moving. Howard cxplained
that bers are the costs, b
whilo the iden had been proposed the city'’s Man-
sion budget hadn't the room for it. Once their
costs nre covered, all proceeds will go to the
Mansion’s general fund.

These folks deserve a great deal of credit, not
only for putting wheels under this idea but also
investing their time and cnergy - which are in
far more ahort supply these days than money.
All of them obvioualy treasure the Mansion; it
shows in the way thoy encourage others to love
and appreciato it.

. Circle member Ellen Abdou scemed to feel
right at home on the porch. She welcomed guests

Chat: Mary Burck was the first customer to arrive.
Ellen Abdou is an active Warner Mansion volunteer.

with a warm esmile and conversutlun'ulmut
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Evening Java: More than 30 guests enjoyed the first Cafe on the Porch.

-boxea of board games and magazines sat
within arm’s reach of any table.

But mostly, people just sat and talked
and laughed and listened to the night fall
alnd Grand River traffic slow, if only a lit-
tle.

Behind the scenes, a few glitches pre-
sented themselves, as glitches always do.
Golden said the decaf coffee urn had a
part mis‘si‘ng. 80 only caffeinated coffee

trips abroad.

Even disorganized newspn-
per editors with the best of
intentions to got a little work
done couldn’t help but be
taken in by the atmosphers.
Comfortable chairs just don’t
lend themsclves to straighten-
ing one's colendar.

Neither do front porch
steps, where nobady sits any
more because backyard decks
and carefully erafted “relax-
ation gnrdens™ have taken
their place. But that's the best
place to have a really good
conversation nbout the old
days and how much fun it was
to play hopscotch.

That's an option on the
long, cement sidewalk leading
up to the mansion. For the
less athletic, a crequet set and

was lc. Some imp s will be
made as the event grows, and cach week
will have slight variations, because a dif-
ferent Blue Circle member will be running
the show.

The mansion won't be open every night,
but there will be plenty to do on the porch
and the grounds.

“The main reason for us doing this is to
draw attention to the mansion and raise
funds so other neat projects can come of
this,” Golden said.

If the Cafe really takes off, extending
the cafe an additional night during the
week might be a possibility, he added.
Right now, Blue Circle members are just
taking onc step at a time.

“We're kinda playing it by ear,” Golden
said,

And what a sweet tune it is.

Joni Hubred is editor of the Farmington
Observer, Contact her at 477-5450, 33411
Grand River, Farmington 48336 or cmail
Jjhubred@oc.homecomm.net

Peace and qulet: Philippe Cavaille and
Claudia Hecht enjoy quict time on the
porch. Both are from Europe.
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Farmington uses state program to replace
out-dated police car video cameras

By SUE BUCK
BTAFF WRITER
wbuck@oc.homecomm.net

 The City of Farmington will
‘purchase six in-car vidco sys-
tems with accessory equipment
pnd warrantics from Kustom
Signals Inc. through a state pro-
gram that will save them some
moncy.

1 Still, the totn! approved
replacement video package of
§31,665 exceeds the budgeted
amount by by $4,065, including
$3,171 for the recommended
pxtended warranties, said Assis-
tant City Mannger Bill Richards.
- New cameras will replace
cxisting equipment that is out-
dated, he explained.

: Four of five child safcty scats
tre ingtalled or uscd incorreetly,
nccording to one national study.
The study, conducted by Nation-
al Snfe Kids Campaign, found
that most purents make two or
more mistakes in installing ‘nnd

“Although in-car videos have
proven cffective at resalving dis-
putes and providing reliable evi-

overhead console.

Based on the public safcty
deportment’s five years of expe-
riencs’: w‘ilh the system, it recom-

dence, the existing equipment,
due to ad in technology, is
no longer being manulactured
and repniv parts are nonexis-
tent,” Richards said.

The city will use the State of
Aok i ded Purchasi

Program, through which the
state takes bids on certain items
then passcs the savings of the
larger purchase on to cities,

The atate has awarded a bid
for naw in-car video systema
which are reported to be more
durable, higher quality video
and nudio, and compliant with
airbag deployment regulations,
Richards said. It utilizes un

4222. At the AAA Child Safety
Seat Fitting Station, AAA
employees certified by the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration will check:

W Location and angle of seat

W Installation of seat, harness

using the seats, leaving chil
dangerously unprotected.

1 To help educate area residenta
bu the proper use and installa~
tion of child safety scats, AAA
Michigan hns established the
AAA Child Safety Scat Fitting
Station at its Farmington Hills
branch location, 38761 W. 12
Mile.

- The free fitting station will be
open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Wednesdny, July 11, Reserva-
tions are recommended. To
schedule o fitting, call (800) 646-

and other comy
LE i

£ child:

ded warranties,
which are available at half the
price to members of the Interna-
tional Association of Chiefs of
Police, Richards said.

“We've really seen the value of
doing this,” said Farmington
Ecnhy Councilman Arnold Camp-

The increased amount will be
considered with the first budget
adjustment, Richards said.
Farmington City Manager
Frank Lanhoff, who was on
vacation, didn't attend the July
2 city couneil meeting.

AAA hosts Child Safety Seat Fitting Station

What Parents Need to Know

W All children younger than 4
must be in a child rafety seat, in
all seating posilions.

W Forty pereent of children are
not secured at all.

W Never sccure an infant in
the front seat of a vehicle with a
-gide air bag, The back

@ Recall status by make and
model year

In addition, child safety seat
technicians will provide parents
with free information about;

W How to properly install the
seat

8 How to properly secure your
child in the seat

B The different types of child
seats and when to use them

W Common mistakes and how
to avoid them

sent is the safest place for kids
of all ages.

® Send in the registration
eard to be notified in the event of
a recall,

8 Do not use a car seat that
has been involved in a crash.

W Get a tight fit. The seat
should not move more than one
inch in nny direction,

Keep harness straps snug
(the width of a finger) and fasten
harness clip at armpit level.

CAMPUS PIPELINE

NEW LAWYER

: Clark Horner of Farmington
Hills graduated May 19 from
Lewis & Clark College with a
juris doctor degree.

NORTHWOOD LEADER

- Edward Azar of Farmington
Hills and a student at North-
wood Univeraity, recently
nttended the National Lender-
ship Conference for Business
Professionals of America in Ana-
heim Calif. K

. Azar took sixth place in the
Entreprencur category.

CHEMISTRY HONORS
Annise Berger of Farming-
3 o Grad

agement and Svoke received o
bachelor's degree in physical

ton recently i
Meritorious Award from the
Eastern Michigan University
Chemistry Department at its
annual chemistry alumni and
awards banquet.
CUM LAUDE GRADS

On May 12, Farmington resi-
dent Andrea G. Leonardis and
Farmington Hilla resident
Katherine M. Svoke gradunted
cum laude from Albion College.
Leonardis received n bachelor's
degree in economica and man-

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Stacey Moxwell of Farming-
ton Hilla has received an award
for academic excellence from
The University of Michigan Ath-
letic Department and was also
named to the Dean's List by the
Divigian of Kincsiology. She is n
1999 gradunte of Farmington
High and has just leted her

Our home equity line of credit is a
smart way to borrow money for those
much-needed home improvements.
Like a sound-proof karaoke room.

Rates as fow as

675 —

Leverage the equity In yout home to get
cash, use it as you need It, and only pay
interest on what you owe. The interest
may even be tax-deductible. And, as for
that karaoke toom, we might suggest
going shatter-proof, too.

Also, ask us about the added convenlence
of a no-fee checking account with other
great benefits,

1-800-800-L0AN
www.bankone.com/800800LOAN
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sophomore year at U of M major-
ing in Athtetic Training.
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