The “Just Push Play
Tour” features rock veter-
ans Aerosmith, accompa-
nied by special guests
Fuel, 7:30 p.m. at the
DTE Energy Music The-
atre, Independence Town-
ship. Tickets $33-$80.50,
call (248) 645-6666

Stunning animation
comes to life on the big
screen in “Final Fantasy:
The Spirits Within” now
playing at metro arca
movie theaters.

Bon Jovi blazes into toton
with openers Eve 6 (pic-

tured) 7:30 p.m. at the
DTE Energy Music The-
atre, Independence Town-
ship. Tickets $29-868, call
(248) 645-6666.

Kathy Sandberg is one of
430 exhibitors showing
their work at Art in the
Park noon to 7 p.m. Fri-
day, July 13; 10a.m. to 7
pm. Saturday, July 14;
and 10 a.m. to & p.m.
Sunday, July 15 in the
streets of downtown Ply-
~~mouth. Free shuttle from
Compuivare Arena on
Beck Road north of M-14.
For directions and mote

“ information, call (734)

- 463-1234
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- Edge of the seat drama
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Swing time: Trumpeter Jolmny Trudell and Big Band members Bill Lymperis, Jose Carretero and Ray Tmz take to the Cohen/Moro

stage 9 p.m. Sunday, July 15

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BTAFY WRITER
ichomin@oe.homecomm.net

att Michaels scems a little ’
Muncumfonnb]e talking about

the Michigan Jazz Festival
committec's decision to honor the many

years ho's devoted to performing and

- teaching. The Southficld pianist doesn't

think he deserves any more credit than
the rest of his Wayne State University
jnzz studies colleagues.

But judging by the number of musi-
cians performing at this Sunday's festi-
val who cither work, play or have stud-
ied with Michaels, he's definitely influ-
enced metro Detroit's jaz

Of the more than 184 ni inns per-
forming at the festival Sundey, July 16,

In tribute: This year's Michi-
gan Jazz Festival is dedicated
to Matt Michaels, a longtime
Jazz pignist and educator:

'THEATER

BY LINDA ANN CroMIN

AFF Wi
lchnmineoo homecomm.net
Jonaifer Rembisz rushes in breath-

~less and 16 minutes late for an inter-

" view;8he'd been clowning around for 5-
year-alds at a birthdny party in West
Bloomfivld.

Rembisz, a law student, and founder
of Jack-in-the-Box Productions, doesn't
plan to slow down even though she'’s
not taking classes this sum-

X afccump!mhmunls as on edu-

2t Schooteraft College in Livonia, more
than 40 kave tics to Wayne State Uni-

versity and Michaels — mainly because
he co-founded its jnzz studics program
with Dennis Tini and Jim Hartway in

1979, o

Developing talent
“Matt is a tremendous artist and
educataor, 2 mentor fgr the students in

the program,” said Tini, WSU music
department chairman and a Farming-
ton Hills resident. “He knows how to
communicate the basics yet allows
them to develep their own voice. He
has n great sense of humor and can
take a difficult situation for a student
and help them get over the

and the WSU Septet, will perform ot
the festival, which featurcs 26 groups
and five big bands. Tini plays with
his quintet and with groups headed
by Pistol Allen and Chris Collins.

~.. “In the carly 80y
becnuse the jnu studxcu program
was 80 new,” said
*had two big bands
Dick Shear from the Stan Kenton
Band to take over ona of the big
bands, and by 1980 Dennis and
Midge Ellis (g Livonia jozz lover
and festivgl
went to Sw
band for the Montreux Jazz Fes-
tival.” Michaels took over the

hle, o vocal jnzz group led by April Ara-
bian-Tini and five to seven combos. In~

Pleaso sco FESTIVAL, B2

it was exciting

aels. “We
brought in

mittee member)
zerlond with the

hump in learning and get to
the next step.”
Michaels would rather talk

Michigan Jaz
Fostival
‘What: Mora thon 184

n28

WSU Big Band in
1985,

Holding on

about the program than his
groups, and flve big

cator and professional musi- |2ands, parform Dix-

cinn, Yes, he's proud of play- :',:7;;.’:’"::3 g
ing with legends like Peggy 1) ayn Jaz. Froe -

Lee, Al Hirt, Doc Severinsen | aamisslo "
and Barbra Streisand, But ing. sslon and pork:
hie's nothing less than enthu- | when: Noon to 10:30
sinstic nbout warking with p.m. Suncay, July 15
Jjnzz musicinns like Tini, Whers: Schoolcraft
Chris Collins, co-director of | Cotlego, 18600 Hog:
the jnzz studies program, ,  [8erty. betwsen Six
and Larry Nozero, an “":dsm":"’m
adjunct faculty member, foadd, Livonie,

Information, calf
because they help develo ’» (248) 4742720 o
new talent, All three mu, (734) 4592456

Unfor
financinl cutbncks in
the mid-1980s forced
reductions in the
program, but
%iclmuls held on.

e taught every
course and the pro-
gram began to
grow. This yonr's
;30 juzzl majors

have p enty of
opportunities to MIBHOW Sound:
perform with threo  Select

bands, three gul- ons ﬁ.o
Lnr bnndn, o jozz

cinng, along with Michaels,

Secret.affair leads to muljde in 'picture—perfect suburbia

bone ensem-

tion. The story twists and turns. The
audience thinks they're, safe and then
the rug gets ripped out from under
them. It keepa you on the edge of your
seat like Death Trap or Dial M for
Murder.”

Set in an upper class subqd on on
the outakirts of Chicago, Murder in
Green Meadows leads the audience
through a maze of secret nffairs, past
and present. New neighbors become

mer.
In addition to directing
M}r:l:g‘cr in Green Meadouws,
W] aopens Friday, July 20,
at the Livonia Civie Conter | |22
Auditorium, she was cost as
an extra in a video to show
police officers how to execute
a warrant. It seems Rembisz
_}u!t can’t get away from the
aw,

Post

Soturday,
and Jul

Center LI

. *Ilike to do shows not done
very often,” said Rembisz,
who founded Jack-in-the Box
ngucgomfln 1996 nfter
graduating from Mercy High
_School in Fagnington Hills. N

Ticks!

Murdar In Groen
Meoadows
What: Jack-inthe-Box

theilter by Douglas

When: 8 p.m. Friday-

Where: Livonta Clvic

torlum. 32777 Five
Mile Road, cast of
Farmington Rena

seniore/:
$7.50 for all tickets
purchased before Fri-
dsy, July 1

{139 ]

34} 19195« ;

loyers and before long a jeal-
ous husbang forces his to
commit murder.

Theresa Cisco, s Plymouth
resident; Judy Lyons, Cnnton;
Chad D'Aigle, Westland; and
Bryon Harvey, Dearborn, por-
tray the couples involved in
the tangled web.

“It's been great to wark
with four actors and sec the
bond between them and the
tension grow,” said Rembisz,
who leaves for a theater
directors® workshop at the
Ensemble Studio Theatre in
New York City after Murder
in Green Mcadows closes.
*The challenge for a murder

you hava to kee,
1%-:1 Bm“‘ "‘

presents
chological

uly 20-21
28

brary Audi-

$8
ltudsm-.

i the

"'l'hcrdt.leql‘ ght my atten;
A 1 [

New nelghbors: Theresa Cisco (left), Bryon Harvey, Judy Lyons
and Chad D’Aigle get to know cach other after meeting in what
seems like picture-perfect suburbia.

Rembisz warns some of the content is
not suitable for children.

Disturbing character

“It's nothing woree than you'd sec on
prime time TV," said Harvey, who plays
ssessive husband, Thomas Dev-
. “It's adult subject matter with

a little bit of violence nnd sexunl con-
tent.

“My character could be frightening to
children. He's the bad guy. He seems
OK on the outside but as we delve into
his character he seems a little dis-
turbed. He hnas a lot of rage and is very
¢ontrotling and manipulating.”

kwygonlk@oe.homecomm.net -




