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Home Worxk

A fow
months
ago I
watched
telovision

news story
about a
lady who
had  lest
her sight
because an
item inside

APPLIANCE
DOCTOR

a
microwave
oven
cxploded
and sent
super-heated water into her
face.

Following the airing of this
story, I received many phone
calls from homeowners asking
how this could happen. Quite
honestly I have never heard of
it happening before. I was
amazed then and I'm even
moro so today because in tho
last two wecks, I've received a
call from an attorney and an
insurance company who report-
ed two different
incidents.Today, 30 years after
microwaves were first devel-
oped, consumers are more and
more concerned about it.

JOE GAGNON

Energy isn’t released

‘The explosions were created
by cooking vessels, which had a
perfectly smooth interior sur-
face. Most bowls contain
imperfections, such as scratch-
eg, grooves or other markings,
from which boiling bubbles are
broken up into more bubbles.
This allows the energy to be
relensed outside of the cooking
vessel.

Microwave users are endan-
gered by boiling water cooked
inside of a perfect vessel that
has no scratches. The energy
bubble sits at the bottom,
When the vessel is moved, so

& Microwave users
are endangered by
bolling water cooked
Inside of a perfect
vesse! that has no
scratches. The energy
:;ubble sits at the bot-
om.

Heated water can explode

. . 1

their microwaves, they would
have a tough time selling them
to the American public.

The big question is, did they
know about this and possibly
disregarded the safety of the
end user? If 8o, it is now up to
the courts to find out and so I
say, this story may have just
begun.

ber reading in tho

does the bubble, except with
great force, and that caused a

- great explosion directly into

the face of the user.

That should serve as words
of advice - never boil water in
a microwave oven.

In all ' my years of teaching
and ropairing microwave
ovens, I have never.sean an
instruction book which tells us
not to boil water in a
microwave. Can you imagine
telling someone that in 1970,
when manufacturers wero
claiming the greatest cooking
invention since fire was now
available for home use? They
were saying that you could
cook anything in this thing and
even offered cooking classes for
anyone who purchased a
microwave. They spent mil-
lions of dollars to promoto this
product of the future and that
is exactly what it became.
There are not many homes
today which do not have a
microwave oven,

No warnings yet

If manufacturers had put a
warning in the {nstruction
book which told consumers not

- to boil water because it could

explode, that could - and

I

instruction book, to clean the
interier walls of your
microwave, boil a containor of
water and let it steam up. That
process would make it much
casier to wipe off the interior
using simple paper towel. 1
find it very hard to beliove that
any manufacturer would do
this knowing full well of the
danger involved, but on second
thought, I never imagined
manufacturers building and
selling over 20 million hot
water tanks with a defoctive
dip tube.

‘Weo somotimes know so little
about the products in our
homes. Do you know how a 4-
inch microwave cooks food,
why food does not brown like a
regular stove? Do you know
how it coocks so fast? Do you
know why metal can damage
the magnetron tube?

I wonder how many people
have been hurt in these past 30
years and thought it was their
own fault in using the
microwave oven, Stay tuned.

Joe Gagnon can be heard on
WJR-AM 760 every Saturday
and Sunday mornings, He is a
past president of the Socicty of
Consumer Professionals. His
gecond book, *The Words and
Wisdom of The Appliance Doc-
tor” is tlable in book stares.

would - scare oflf ial buy-
ers, People back then were
frightened to death of thesc
things. If manufacturers had
placed this kind of warning on

His telephone number is (313)
873-9789. E-mail him with any
questions at kabramczyk@oc.
homecomm.net

Build your backyard borders

My lovely
wife, Karen,
enjoys her
flowerbeds. [
enjoy them
as well for
many rea-
sons. Obvi-

ously they
add beauty to
our home,
(Karen
aenjoys gar-
dening, but I

HARRY JACHYM mostly
because

there’s less lawn to mow.)

Ta ease the problem of mowing
or trimming around the
flowerbeds, we created a border
of paving bricks around them.
Not only do they lock nice, the
lawn mower wheels ride on the
bricks, eliminating the nced to
trim the lawn. The bricks were
heavy and costly and the border
was tedious to build,

As hard as it is to believe, 1
think I may have found some-
thing that makes concrete work

un.

I saw BorderMaker, marketed
by the Quikrete Company, at a
home improvement store. Bor-
derMaker {8 a rousable plastic
mold, which creates a concrete
garden border that looks very
much like paving bricks.

Using the BorderMaker meld
does away with the tedium of
individual brick setting and the
material cost is much less.

First you dig

To start, dig a trench about 2
1/2 inches deep and about 4 inch.
o8 wide around the bed. The
trench isn’t necessary if you
want the border raised. Unlike
roal bricks, the bottom of this

like the beds |

trench need not be level, as the”
concrete will naturally conform
to the irregularitics.

How much concrete you'll need
is based on the length of border.
The package instructions offers
guidance. I suggest mixing no
more than two bags at a time,
particularly if the weather is hot.

Thoroughly mix the concrete
using a hoe or shovel. Cancrete
mixed too wot is slow to set, too
dry is hard to work with and
tends to crumble. Toothpaste
consistency is about right and
always remember, it's easier to
add more wator than it is to
remove it, (It will tako a littlo
over one gallon of water to
hydrate an 80-pound bag of con.
crete mix.)

Wear gloves, gl

On the edge: Con-
crete borders can
be created to add a
wonderful accent
to a yard. How
much concrete you
will need is based
on the length of
the border.

concrete and level,
After removing the
mold, the slight lip on the top.of
the block s smoothed with the
trowel or a paint brush,
Coloring is available where
BorderMaker is sold or at con-
crete supply houses, 80 you're
not stuck with cement gray.
Keep tools damp while in use
and clean them as scon as possi-
ble when the work ia complete.
Once concrete sets on tools, it's
very difficult to remove and can
be very corrosive to metal. Let
the blocks cure for a few days
before wheeling anything, such
88 a lawnmower, over them,
Quikrote also markets other
WalkMaker and BlockMaker
forms to moke garden walks and
patio stonea. See these at their
Wub uito at: www, quikrete,
g blorms.html

When working with concrete,
it’s a smart practice to wear eye
protection, gloves and a dust
mask.

Position the mold; fill it with

Harry Jachym, a licensed
builder, lives in Plymouth and
teaches building trades to high
school students.

Water conservation takes many forms

By LEE REICH
AP WEEKLY FEATURES

No onc wants te stand by and
watch their tomato plants wilt
away to nothing in dry weather.
Then again, who wants to run
their well dry or waste water?

The challenge is to keep plants
happy and, st the same time,
conserve water,

Water conservation begins
with making sure that cvery
raindrop gets into the soil
instead of running clsewhere.
Hillside gardens catch rain best
if they are terraced or have low
ridges built perpendicular to the

aslope. On flat ground, soil
formed into slightly raised
bnsins around individual plants
ensures that water runs right to
those plants’ roots.

Bare soils form surface crusts
that nhed_rninfnll almost like

it there for plants as long as pos-
sible. Organic muleh also con-
serves water by preventing
cvaparation from the soil sur-
face.
Deapite cﬂ'orts to catch and--

hold rainwater, supplemental

ing might be needed. If you

by leosening the surface with a
hoe or, even better, covering the
aurface with an erganic mulch
like atraw, leaves or compost.
Peat moss is not a good chofce
because, although very
abeorbent when moistened, it
sheds water when dry.

Onco water is in the soil, keep

use a sprinkler, apply a lot of
water infrequently - a 1-inch
depth once o week suits most
planta, The best time to sprinkle
is midmorning so that leaves dry
off quickly enough to avoid dis-
cases, yet temperatures are not
yet warm cnough to cause exces-
sive evaporation,

Are you always running out of hot
water when you take a shower?
Does your famfly have to walt unul
your water heater recovers 10 take
another shower? Let me [niroduce
you to the newest water heater on

PLUMBING TIPS

DO YOU RUN OUT OF HOT WATER?

. Smnvm

« Highly

¢ Made using
and long Il[c

cfficicnt saves money
c best quallty m.ucﬂals for dumblll(y

For more information, please contact your toensed
plumbing contractor or Advance Plumbing Supply

OT Your Imagi

-amd Take Advantage of This Great

the market today. It is called the Company a1 248-669.7474. i
agl instancous water heater,
. The Takagi Instancous water heater Jeffrey Moss is
R dcll\l/rls nc?rly 7 gall’:ms o'E hot w:‘:;r vice-president of
' continuously, enough to shower
K JEPEREY MOSY i) ill the washing machine or run Mz:;z‘g”"-‘
| the dishwasher. No more waiting I Walled y .
* untit the water hicater recovers to take in Walied Lake and Detroit.
ashower. Call (800} 560-7474
The tankless destgn and computerized temperature ” ""”ﬂ"‘ N
contro] Insure the unit will provide an endless supply of ave @ plumbing question?
hot water at the desired iemperature. The clectronic Write to Jeffrey at
Ignliion feature means that gas Is consumed only when Advance Plumbing
L EXIN‘ : L I ON s zml are using the hot water. No energy s wasted when Supply Co.
\ walcr Isnot In use. 1977 E.W. Maple Rd.,
K Endl:ss hot water . Wallad Lake, 4143390,

wwwadvanceplumbing.cor

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

F@i Satellite

Call Digital saunu. toll free at

TV Comes To Oakland County

N!I ror a deu\ lllv llul7

installation nnd ‘more]

Digital Satellite 11 offering this special in

the Onkland County arca so that v

can finally have  choico Instead of being

forve-fed rabls TV and having to pay

exorbitant prices to have it.

How does the term free sound?

Let'a face It, cable viewers dm‘t haven
they have to pay the prices

Sicared by their local cable company:

Now the vicwers have a choice.

Brand new satellite TV packages being

offered by Digital Satellite based in

Saginaw, Michlgan, is offering viewers
N hannels and

more options at prices closer to or cheaper
than your Jocs] cable cempany. Also, you,
the customer ean have the package
tailored to your viewlng needs. The
channals can ba what you want, when you
want, and the type that you and your
family want to watch.

And it's eusy to make the switch from
cable. No hassles, no gimmicks and no run-
around sales pitches.

Digital Bateltita will came Lo your

during this special offer toinstalla
satellite dish under tha reputable product
tine of DISHI Network and ) m.
recetvers abslutely

wouldnt want to exchange 8 Iaﬁy cable

dr-l will receive up to 150, d\nmeh ul'
Quality programming. These aren't your
‘basic throwaway cable channels either.
These are the top 150 channels in the
nation, That's n $500 valua for free! Who
needs anathes channel of infomerciala?
Digital Satellite a the beat, The digital
quality will enhance your viewing pleasure
ind Lthe picture on your televizion sel will
ba crisper and bolder - lika nothing you
have scen befora. Even better, customens
who subscribe to this deal om Duul
Batellite can choosa
difforent packages which vdll lln Ihun
the mundlho—avp thmntll from lb‘

t,
In fact, this dew) oD Dmm ‘Setellita o
et you up Lo eight Lop annels
from HED. nn Fusrantees you a new

week. What's mare lucrative
oo e PRER ot Tu the servies

Digital Satrilite maintalne and doea repale
sl no extra chargs, Even if your satellite s
‘broken somahaw, they wil) replace it
qulc.uywldmt chargel Try getting that
from another company of the cable

Tvnnamqt
By ralling today, you can have the
installation, done by

fousionals, at your residence aa soon as
tomorrow. The response has been

asingly positive. Alan Young and Tem.
Nauk.mnluuwuuy saidthe .

Lomers has been more
lhnnlurprhln‘,lhhnuplnludth-iuu R
pecple get o Laste of thin service, they Lell -
Mnmmummmuum.
difference thls is from traditional ahl-.’lt B
blows cable awax® Novak eald, “You're: N
pviting at loast three times

(an)uomu.ymm--unf
um-mlmllwlﬂwl!
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