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Developers should talk

People talk a Jot about how local gov-
crnments cave in to developers, but on
Monday night, the Farmington Hills City
Council proved it's possible to atand up
and say “no” to o very bad idea.

Officials made it clear they want Lowe's
Home Improvement Centers to build in
their community; they just want a plan
that's friendly to the homeowners in the
area. Lowe's had originally negotiated
with Grand Sakwa Properties to become
part of a planncd unit development in the
14 Mile/Northwestern/ Orchard Luke
area.

When talks fell through, Lowe's pro-

Council member Chris McRae pointed
out the city and the residents on High-
view have no guarantees that Sakwa will
proceed with the second phasu of his.pro-
Jject. But approving Lowe's would have
completely closed that door.

Developers can argue tho relative mer-
its of their project, attornoys can pound
the pedium with dramatic flair, but when
it comes to making a decision that's in the
best interests of the community, officials
should - and did, in this case - consider it
their first duty to protect all residents,
especially those most directly :mpncwd

To pnmphmsn one property owner's far
more there comes a

posed its own PUD, a zoning d
officials can use to mix property uses or to
allow developments that include a public
benefit. Lowe’s is a gingle user, and not
only would the project have offered little,
if any, public benefit, it would have com-
pletely isolated eight Hills homeownera,

With the Kmart plaza on Orchard Lake
Road to the west, Lowe’s to the north and
Grand Sakwa's phased development to
the cast, those eight residences would
have been lost in a sea of commercial
properties,

The homes will likely be sold if Snkwa
maves into its project’s second phase, but
Gary Sakwa made it clear that wouldn't
happen if Lowe’s PUD was approved.

- repr

time when everyone must stop worrying
about grand developments and multi-mil-
lion dollar projects and simply pay atten-
tion to the human side of this equation,

That's the part Grand Sakwa and
Lowe's both seem to be mlssmg. Lowo's

ive Evan Vi talked
about putting both parties on “equal foot-
ing” by approving Lowe's PUD.

If that doesn’t happen, he said, in busi-
ness, that's the end of the story.

We hope he's wrong. Vineminck said
Lowe's just wanted to be a good neighbor,
If that's true, the company will work to
put together a plan that's fair fo both
sides - and to homeowners.
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M Vote them out

Once again, our current atate gov-
ernment has stomped on the will of the
people and rammed a spurious picce of
legislation down our throats.

Com pletely dis regnrdmg tho over-

mmonty ol'thv: peop]e of Michigan, the
re put their

Relief in sight for 1-275

It sounds like there might be some
good news for those residents who live
near 1-275: The Michigan Department of
Transportation announced Junc 28 it will
do something to curb the excessive noise
on the repaved freeway,

Then ogain, nelghbot‘s near the free-
way are wisc to take a so-called “wait
and hear attitude™ about the plen, They
were told before the original project that
the noise from this repaving project
wouldn't be a problem; their skepticism
is understandable.

Residents were worried about noise
and called for quicter asphalt surfacing
well before the state contractors began
ripping up and completely rebuilding 1-
275 at a cost of $50 million. They were
told this skewed tining of the concrete
surface would work well, keeping the
roadway safe for drivers and quiet
enough, although it was experimental,

Now, the state has ot least partly
stepped up to its reaponsibility and
admitted that, yes, this experiment did-
n't quite work.

Whether the proposed fix — a process
called diamond grinding that changes the

direction of the naisy skewed tines in the
concrete road ~ will make enough of o dif-
ference to soothe neighbors, anly time
will tell.

However, it is worth noting that state
officinls have listened to the voices of res-
idents, no doubt amplified by our local
and state representatives, and tried to
come up with a solution to the uproar /|
they created with this choice of rondway.

Local state clected officials, too, have
seized upon this situation to try to
ensure that future freeway rebuild pro-
jecta don't end up making things noisier
for those within 200 yards of the road.

Residents who live near the freeway
should be proud of their efforts to bring
recognition to their plight. They spent
their time and money, forming an organi-
zation that brought the force of unity,
information and passion to bear on the
Lansing eatablishment not known for ita
responsivencea,

Now, we can all just wait and listen for
the results. Of course, if the results
aren't at least as quiet as the freeway
was before the reconstruction, the state
will need to do more.

Don’t risk our Great Lakes

‘The U.S. House acted at the end of last

. month to protect the environment of the

Great Lakea by voting to ban the Corps of

Engincers from issuing permits for oil
and ges drilling in the Jakes.

powerlesa, That might have downed on
the Republican vepresentatives who
baltked at drilling in the lakea,

Prcmdent Gcorgc W. Bush hegnn his

mouths whnre the money is and
passed the concealed weapons bill
before them. Tellingly, thoy and their
handlers took $1,000,000 from the
NRA (a group whose members com-
prise only about 1/60th of our national
population) in a shameless bid to avoid
n referendum and circumvent the voice
of the voters.

They call tt l

M Supports petitions

By one vote (4 to 3), the Michigan
Supreme Court has effectively
removed from the people the constitu-
tional right to petition for a referen-
dum, Tho split decision removes from
the people and the Michigan Constitu-
tion Article 11, Section 9 which states:
The people reserve to themselves the
power to propose laws nind to ennct
and reject laws enacted by the legisla-
ture, called the referendum.

The referendum issuc before the
court dealt with the desire of the peo-
ple to subject legislation to a vote
which opens up the issunnce of con-
cealed wenpons to practically anyone
who asks for one even if local palice

: that certain

tives, and it is clear who they repre-
sent. It is not you and me. Consider
also the example of the deep injection
well to storo toxic wastes slated to be
put in the Romulus area, Even after
the residenta vehemently objected, and
atate and federal government studies
have determined that it is a bad idea,
our governor has insisted that it will
be built.

{It should come as no nurpnsn that
the

applicants should not be granted such
a permit because it would pose a
threat to public safety.

If there ever was & bill that should
be subject to referendum, it was this
one, which opens up the issuance of
concealed wenpons pormits to an esti-
mated 200,000 more Michigan resi-
dents and the subscquent addition of
that many more guns to the state’s
already substantial arsenal of the-
lethal

the well has contnhutcd substantially
to Mr. Engler’s campaign coffers.)

Just another example amongst the
many hlatant thumb-nosinga given to
the good folks of our atate by those
who owe them their jobs. Our state
Jjudicial system is also rapidly becom.
ing just another branch for partisan
pandering.

The positions that were onco decided
on merit for the most part have
become political payoffs for monoyed
special inlemst.gn;aups,' n:md ﬂi-c L

’I‘hc bill wns anuck through lho
the

B Crime rates lower

In the July 5 Observer, Richard Dil. .
lard of the Michigan Conlition of
Responsible Gun Owners says, “In the |
31 states (that havo ‘shall jssue’ gun |
Inws like the one that just took effect
in Michigan)... there hns been a preclp-
itous reduction if violent crime.” It |
should be noted that while violent
crime dropped 11 percent in so-callod
“shall issue” states, it dropped 265 per-
cent in states with strict CCW (carry-
ing concealed weapons) lnws. This is
more than double the rated of decline
in “shall issuc” states!

1 agree with Farmington Hills Police
Chiefl Bill Dwyer when he says, “The
new law exposes the atate's citizens to .
a greater potential of handgun vio- ...
lence” It needs to be repealed.

Margaret Schaeffer
Farmington Hilﬁ

Il CCWs and cows

In the “Afterthought” of the first
July 6 editorial, the Farmington
Observer talks ubuut the “stupid” ped-
ple who broke the legs of the Sllvcr
Dairy cow.

The editorial mn:ludes with the fol-

in
nf night dunng a rump, lame-duck ses-
sion without public input nor public
notice. Action had been proposed dur-
ing the regular session because it was
an election year and the incumbents
did not want to vote on it for feer that
it could cost them their re-eleetion,
Many of the lawmnkers who voted for
the bill were themselves lame ducks
who were not coming back in January
and therefore wero acting without any

ourt's
to uphold the legislature's end-run
around the voters is clear proof of that.
1t’s going to be a long time before
they’re able to gain back the respect
and integrity they have squandered on
is one.
i ly hope the next occupant of

with an anti-
1 stance. Denplw his narrow

Four of the seven
from Michigan voted for the ban, a strong
rebuke to Gov. John Engler, 8 major pro-
ponent of exploring for oil and gas in the
Great es.

Sen. Debbie Stabenow has been gaining
support in the Senate for a ban on
drilling until there is & study of environ-
mental impact by the Nationa)l Academy
of Sciences. .

We realize that thia is not a simple
issue. We are excessive consumera of
energy. We have an obligation to find new
and better sources of energy.

Soon we will have to make hard deci-
sions about what areas we open up to
exploration, as we cannot expect to

:depend on buying foreign oil for all our
* needs, We will also need to find alterna.
. tives to gas and oil and to develop intelli-
gent conservation measures. But jeopar-
dizing our most important natural
- resource is not a riak worth taking.

_Engler supports directional drilling ~
. pipes laid at an angle into the lake with
!wells on dry land. The idea is to prevent

* an oil spill on water.

: But experts aay the biggest threat is

»not to the water but to the delicate ani-
- mal, plant and soil ecology of the shore-
‘line. Anyone fnmillnf with v.hc dunon

nnd controversial victory in the Electoral
College, Bush scemed to find a “mandate”
to turn back yeara of progress in defend-
ing the environment and open the doors
to overy kind of exploitation. His own
background in the oil busincss has been
his only guide in approaching environ-
mental issues, despite lame rhetoric to
the contrary,

In recent woeka Bush has been in a
slow retreat on his most outrageous pro-
posals. On the issue of Great Lakea
drillings, Bush Press Secrotary Ari Flejs-
chor wouldn't let his bosa becomae
embroiled in yet another battle with envi.
ronmentalists, saying, “There is nothing
in the president’s encrgy plan that deala
thh the Great Lakes. That's a state mat-
ter.”

Fleieche, ol’ course, is fully aware of

the governor’s office, as well as tho
next logislature, regardless of their
party, will take the huge “For Salo"
sign off of the capitol dome in Lansing.
It's time for this travesty of democracy
to come to an end, Think of your stata
“representative” when you start to
hear of those unfortunate souls
gunned down in public places by
i.mmaturo jerks who can now pack
eat.
Hold them accountable for tho inno-

. cent folks who will have to pay for our
THE

politiciana’ lack of spine. VOTE
BUMS OUT!
Scott S

date from the voters.

The bill poses such a threat to public
safoty that it has engendered opposi-
tions from polico organizations, prose-

. cuting attorneys and sheriffs through-
out tho state, Qur Oakland County
sherifT has said that he will resign
from the gun bonrd rather than issue a
concealed weapons permit to anyone
who walks in the door.

Farmington Hills Polico Chief Bill
Dwyer, who is president of the Michi-
gan Association of Police Chiefs, is
100-percent opposed to the measure
and to the suprema court decision. He

- sees tho new law as presenting a
threat not only to the public but also to
police officers, who can't be aure when-
responding to a house call that tho per-
son who answers the door won't pull
out a concealed weapon and start to

- shoot.

l was active in guthenng petition
o Far aren for

Farmington

W Predictions

Engler'a pro-t
proposals, Support for allowing the states
to decide on this matter is support for
drilling along the lakes. Englcr has said
that grnnung drilling permits is n atate
matte

Weo ballcvn this is of national conse-
quence and importance. The Great Lakea
touch on eight states. If just one were pre-
pared to act lrmsponsxbly, as Michigan is
apparently p d to do, it would have

areas along Lake N
. just how fragile this aren has become, |
:” Michigan depends on the lakes az a
1 source of water and as the primary draw
'to our important and growing
i travel/recreation business, Should there
" be just one accident along these amdy

a major effect on the prosperity of those
other states. Indeed, the Great Lakes
future is an international matter, as we
share tha lakes with Ontario, Canada.
The U.S. House acted in tho best inter-
ests of us all, now it is up to the Sonate,
the President and tho g of Michi-

" shores, the itd arty
would probnbly find iuell’ pemumently

gan to do the same.

Michi applying for gun
permits inspire many predictions:

Any controversy will'escalate into a
shoot-out. People will become polite to
be safe. Rapists and robbers can't tell
who i# armed and may alter their
behavior. Baggy clothes that conceal
weapons won't appeal to the young,

A year from now the results will be
known, An increaso in violence will
make the "permit to carry” law a hot
item and many candidates will say, “I
told you 20,” A decroase in violence will
hardly be noticed - only Imd news
makes headlines.

1 predict this will fade away and no
upelogies will be offered.

Hank Borgman
Farmington

the sponsoring organization People
‘Who Care About Kids, Wo had some
100 volunteers circulating the peti-
tions, and thoy gathered some 5,000
signatures. It was the easiest petition
drive 1 have ever participated in. Nine
out of ten peoplo asked ended up sign-
ing indicating the overwhelming oppo-
sition to this law.

The Michigan Supreme Court may
have thrown out the right to referen-
dum in the Michigan Constitution, but
we still have the right to initiate legis-
1ation. I will be eupporting coming
back with an initiative petition that

lowing ow can we cndp
up on concenled weapona reatrictions
in a state where peoplo would kneecap
8 concrete cow?”

Although I agree with the descrip-
tion of the cow vandals, I'm having
hard time following the Observer’
connection to someone legally carrying
n concealed weapon. Does exercising
the 2nd amendment imply stupidity,
with a propensity for concrote cow
destruction? Is the Obaerver hoping i
readers make that implication (based
on the other July § cditorial ngmn#
the current CCW law)?

Jerry Sml_tl;
Farm l'nglot}

Editor’s Note: Mr, Smith initially ¢ :
received a private response to this Iot
ter, which ha nsked that we share with
our renders, The Afterthought, which §
was written tongue-in-cheek, was not § :

meant to imply anyone who would own'

a weapon is stupid or would kncecap o
cow. Our line of thinking was more -

that tho new concealed carry permit -

law doesn’t provide protection ngainst
anyone crazy enough to commit such &
sengcless and stupid crime, unlesa tha
person had been formally diagnosed |
with a mental fiiness, -3

o

Share your oplinlons:

We welcome your letters to the
editor. Please Include your full name,
address and phone number for 5
verification. We may edit for clarity, {
space and content. .
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will eall for p g our child
adults and n:pedully police from & bill
that is ac bad that it had to be passed
through in the dark of the night dur-
inga lnmu-duek seasion.
Aldo Vagnozzi
Farmington Hills
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