A12(F)

The Obaerver & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, JULY 19, 2001

Shortages lead De

BY SBUE BUCK
BTAF? W
sbuck@oe.homecomm.net
High tmpe{gturu, zliry

3

troit Water to impose watering bans

erage Department ia
that in the event the high
demand for water i

customers in

Water sorvice
th Farmi and Farming-

they may not be able to provide
the ity of water 'y

weather ang
ed with the water distribution
aystem in this area have the
Detroit Water and Sowerage sys-
tem calling for water restrictions
in lf‘nrmington and Farmington
Hills,

The regulationa became effec-
tive Wedneaday,

“The Dotroit Water and Sew-

during peak demand periods,”
said Farmington City Manager
Frank Lauhoff in a notice. “Thia
could result in low or no water
Ppresaure in areas throughout the
service area.”

Lauhoff's office ia omploying
emorgency water restrictions
under the city code to provide

Farmington Road project on
again, off again, on again

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER
sbuck@oe.homecomm.net

Definitely, probably, maybe.

That was the best way to
describe thoe up-and-down plans
for the Farmington Road widen-
ing and reconstruction this
week, .

Finally, an announcement
camo Wednesday morning from
Craig Bryson, public informa-
tion officer for the Road Com-
mission of Oakland County, that
the roadwork was expected to
begin Wednesday, July 18.

The start date was originally
Monday, then delayed to
Wednesday, given a maybe July
20 or 23 status, and then pres-
sured back to Wednesday.

“It's that fluid,” Bryson said.
“There’s a whole lot of details
which have to be worked out.
The contractor wants to got
moving, and we want to get
moving.”

Bryson explained even though
this is o county project, MDOT
haa to approve the details and
scheduling. Federal funds pass
through MDOT to the county,

Plans for the annual Farming-
ton Founders Festival in July
influenced the Road Commia-
sion’s decision to divide con-
struction over a two-year period,

The firat portion, from Eight
Mile to Nine Mile, is expected to
be completed in Navember.

*This section of Farmington
Road will be widened from four
lanes to five, with the addition
of a center left-turn lane,”

Bryson said. “During construe-
tion, two lanes, ons in each
direction, will remein open to
through traffic at all times but
an alternate is recommended
due to expected traffic delays.”

Access to nll businesses will be
maintained at all times, though
some side streets will be closed
at Farmington Road.

About two waeks after the
project starts, traffic will shift to
the westerly two lanes of tho
existing road, so that the con-
tractor can construct the new
northbound easterly lanes.

Next year, the rond commis-
sion will reconstruct Farming-
ton Road from the end of this
project just south of Nine Mile
north to Grand River, Farming-
ton Road will be widened to five
lanes north to Slocum only.
Bryson anticipates that the
strotch between Slocum and
Grand River will be finished
prior to July 15, 2002, in time
for next year’s Founder's Festi-
val.

Safety and road capacity con-
cerns drove the road commis-
sion’s decislon to widen arcas to
five lanes, Bryson said. “We
don't like four-lane roads in gen-
eral anymore,” he said.

‘The commission prefers a cen-
ter turn lane rather than having
motorists making left turns
from a through lane.

The total project cost for both
this year's and next year's por-
tions is about $7.8 millien.
Lonzo Construction of Roseville
is the contractor.

0!
ton Hills with odd-numbered
addresses will be allowed to
water lawns and engage in other
outdoor water usea on odd-num.
bered days. Even-numbered
addresses will be allowed exteri-
or water usage on even-num-
bered days.

The Detroit department will
determine when these water reg-
ulations will end and thoe

‘3

announcement will come
through Lauhoffas office. Viola-
tion of these emergency water
regulations is o misdemennor
offense punishable by a maxi-
mum fine of $500,

Thomas Biasell, Farmington
Hills director of public services,
#aid the most common query he
gets during water restrictions is,
“Does that npply to us?” The
enswer, he said, is yes.

Biasell urged water customers
not to sprinkle lawns at peak

usage times; in the morning
when peopls are showering, and
in the evening when water is
used for cooking.

He enid it is rare for fines to be
lovied. “What we have found is
that neighbors are quite vigi-
lant, If body is aprink!!

in 1988, when restrictions lasted
a month and a half.

To demonstrate that residents
take water restrictions seriously,
Biasell snid the Farmington
Hills city offices get calls when
people spot that the City Hall
f in is running during o

on the other side of the strect,
neighbors talk to each other.
This usually works very well,”
Biasell said.

The longest period of water
reatrictions in recent years was

restriction period. He said the
fountain uses recycled water.

Staff Writer Kevin Brown con-
tributed to this report.

Introducing Quick Care™ 2 new program at the Huran Valley-$inal

Hospltal Emergency Department that's dedicated to the prompt treatment
of minor emergencies. Quick Care™ s staffed by a dedicated team of skilled
smergency physiclans and suppore personnel, and features high-tach bedside
reglitration to speed and simplify the admission process.

N e ARES

Even a minor injury feels like
an emergency when it's yours.

With Quick Care™ wa can provide even more responsive service to every
patient In our Emergancy Departmant, which already has some of tha area’s
fascest tumaround times,

We're alsa the only area smergency department attached to a full-service
hospltal. When you're really In need of emergency care, Isn't ic good to
know you'll have tha resources of a complete hospiaal close at hand! So,
no matter how big your emergency, Huron Valley-Sinal Hospiaal Is ready to
provide the personalized, prompt care you have told us you want = in your
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Miles Ahead, Minutes Away.”

| William Caris Drive
Commerce, Ml 48382
(248) 937-3300
www.hvsh.org

orcaym

YOU KNOW?

COST

1975

Installed

Honfer

ié%
'

ONLY

(Some propertles may cost m

Raw R BIRD.
Ra, RL

ot

ore)

[AUTO RAIN, INC.]|

ERVICE

810) 231-2778 + 1.800-HYDROSEED
7975 M-36 + HAMBURG, MI

S

Commercial * Residential
Over 2 Decades of Experience
* Landscaping & Design ¢ Hydro-Seeding

* Sodding * Bushes & Shrubs
s Sprinkler Systems * Mulching

* Retaining & Sea Walls * Decks, Outdoor Structures




