Artists draw

crowds to
Ann Arbor

his year for sure I thought I

would beat the crowds by arriv-

ing carly to interview the potters
ond painters at the Ann Arbor Art
Fairs. It's an assignment I look for-
ward to every July, But one hour
beforo opening, the streets were
elrcady filling with people, By 9:30
a.m. the line was nearly out the door
at Amer's where art lovers wore pur-
chasing their last cup of coffee and a
pastry beforo stepping into the
throngs of people.

I was beginning to wonder if a8 in
years past my sister and I would bo
awept along with the crowd heading
down State Street with no way out.
Had the Ann Arbor Art Fairs down-
dized as organizers promised? Would
rearranging the layout make it casfer
to leave the booths in the strect for
thode lining the sidewnlk? Time
would tell as we prepared to work our
way through more than 1,000 artists
booths.

Show stoppers
As nlways, there was something to

suit every taste. Many of the regulars
were back along with several new,

exciting artists drawing dozons of

people at a time to their booths. One
of the show stoppers was Florida
artist Randi Grantham's large scale
metal sculptures of fruit. The huge
mangos and apples looked delicious.
Karen Halt's humorous paintings
drew this reporter into her Ann Arbor
Street Art Fair booth for a good long
look. A psychiatric nurse at Cleveland
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years through tho oyes and minds of {ts early.,

Psychiatric Hospital, Halt paints sur-
renlistic scenarios with a double
meaning. The one that made mo stop,
think and amile, was of three kanga-
roos {easting on oversize cartons of
carryout.

Plymouth painter Tom LeGault was
back painting up a storm on the cor-
ner of Main and Liberty. By 9:30 a.m.
he'd already sold five of hia contempo-
rary landscapes.

“I'm having a boeming day,” said
LeGault as he brushed cool green
paint onto the canvas, “Ann Arbor
can’t be beat when it comes to the
erowds who come to do some scrious
shopping. I always sell well here.”

If you missed LeGault in Ann Arbor
you can watch him create tranquil
northern Michigan scones at Art on
the Lake, Coolidge at Long Lake Road
in Troy, on Aug. 26; the Art and Cider
Festival in Depot Park, Clarkston,
Sept. 16-16; the Handerafters Art
Show at Northville Recreation Center,
Oct. 12-14; Frost School in Livonia,
Nov. 3; and the Michigan Guild of
Artists and Artisans Holiday Art Fair,
Dec, 8-8, at Onkland Community Col-
lege in Farmington Hills.

Whew, I grew tired just reading
that schedule and locking et all the
art. But once 1 stopped by Barbara
Abel'a booth in tho Ann Arbor Street
Art Fair, I know that the five hours I
walked the fair were nothing com-
pared to the grueling schedule of the
artists. Abel and her husband drove
12 houra straight on Sunday to make
it homo to Bleomfield Hilla in time to
sct up her booth in Ann Arbor on
Tucaday. Abel, who had just exhibited
her work for four days in Pennaylva-

nia, was taking a little rest before the

crowds hit.

Her color photographs of man-
nequins in various atages of disrepair
drew plenty of onlookers. Her tragic
bonuties touch the emations. But sce
for yourself at Arts, Beats & Eats in
Pontiac, Aug, 31 to Sept. 8; Art and
Apples in Rochoster, Sept. 8-9; and
the lgemlt Featival of the Arts, Sept.
14-18.

Animal antlics; Patricia Bom-
bach captured the personali-
ty of this yellow lab in pastel.
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*“Frontier Metropolis: Picturing Early Detroit, t
1701-1838" is n major publishing event from the =
Waynd Btato/Univorsity Press, & workof detailed'
sacholarship, superb design and state-of:ithe art ” -
printing. e o LT

Brinn Leigh Dunnigan, a curator of maps at the
William L. Clements Library at the University of
Michigan, has compiled every.known image of
Detroit from just before its French settlement to
just before the advent of photography. These images
are supported by a well-written history of the
development of & new city from its simple begin-
ninga as an experiment in multi-cultural living to

asan i American outpost.

Maps, fort plans, street plans, drawings, paint-
ings and prints from the period are reproduced on
fine paper in brilliant color in a large 18-by-13-inch
formnt. The 248-page book is priced at $126.

While developed as a tricentenninl project, the
book had its beginning many years ago at the
Clements Library.

“The project has its roots really I'd say in the
19403, late '30s,” said Dunnigan. “Randolph Adams
was the original director of the Clementa Library
and for some reason he took an interest in images
related to carly Detroit. It might be because the
library over the years had acquired a few of these
pieces, mostly under his tenure, including a very
famous view of the Huron Church on the Canadian
side with a Detroit background done by a British
officer Edward Walsh.”

‘Madame X’ returns to Detroit
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.. Adams was interested only in nuthentic images

‘Tr'dm thE'period, and collectedwmearly 60 such

images heforo he retired from $he library in 1951.
Project revived ,

+ - - The project was revived in~1996 when the current -

‘Cloments director John Dann suggested that Dun-

* nikan, who hnd:recenlly coite to work at the

- Iib‘{m’. complete the project to mark Detroit's tri-
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- - Related Events - b
Book signing: Brian Lelgh Dunnigan, author
.+ of “Frontler Metropolis: Picturing Early

| ~Detrolt, 1701-1838; David Lee Poremba,

* edltor of "Detrolt In |ts World Setting: A
' Three Hundred Year Chranology, 1701~ +
2001"; and-Arthur Woodford, author of “This
-Is Datroit, 1701-2000" will sign their Waype
* ‘State Universlty books 7 p.m. Tuesday, July  +
.. 24, at Barnes & Noble, 17111 Haggerty -

- Road, Northille, Cadillac landed In Detrolt

+ July 24,1701, o B
- Exhiblt: Maps, sketches; engravings, ship--="
models, a powderhorn and other artifacts
-1 featured In “Frontier Metropolis™ on exhibit -
+ 10 a.m, to 5 p.m. Wednesdays through Sun—
5 days at Dossin Great Lakes Museum
‘v through Sept. 4. Admission $2 for aduits, $:
! for sentors and chlldren 12-18. For Informa-
3)852-4051. The museum is al
on Belle lsle In Detroit. .\
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centennial. Dann was on the board for the Great

Lakes Press scries at Wayne State and suggested
that Wayne would be the right publisher as they

were sceking tricentennial books.

The project was perfect for Dunnigan, 51, who
has pursued a lifelong love affair with Great Lakes
history.

*I spent my summers on Mackinac Island, was
raised on Mackinac Island in the summers, worked
for the state park there and got interested in histo.
ry during the yenrs the fort was being restored,”
Dunnigan said.

The crew on the restoration encouraged the
young man to pursue his love of history at the Uni-
veraity of Michigan. Forts became n central part of
his professional career. Following gradunte study at
Cooperstown Graduate Program, Dunnigan become
director of Histaric Fort Wayne, Ind., and then, for
17 years, Old Fort Ningara in New York.

He has written extensively about the forta at

for world premiere’

goers now have the opportunity to deter-

by, William James Bennett déne after a painting by Ben-
etch by Frederick Grain, depicts the City of Detroit in 1836-It'sone of
Sl friid in “Frontier Metropolis: Picturing Early Detroif 1701-1
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Mackinnc andiNiagara.

“Frontier Mtropolis” is a comprehensif
of Detroit's forgs and how forts slowly givi
towna and military considerations give sv
merce. It is aldo p collection of ovelving
ing how the gdographic undgrstanding of
grew with timd and how important the ci
location was tgits development. - """ ‘3>
Tracking dpwn leads - )

For Dunnigan researching the book wa
being a.d § king down Jeads, h
every known spurce. ‘

“I went Jooking for imnges, which is the basis of
the book really. It would not be possible to decide
how to start writing this until I knew what images
Thod," he said.

What he set out to do was create an “iconogra-
phy,” a collection of nll images of the area before the
advent of photography, dating opproximately 1615
to 1838, In nddition, Dunnigan provides an appen-
dix of works known to have existed that he hasa't
been able to locate for reproduction.

He contacted every institution that might con-
ceivably have images of early Detroit - in the Unit-
od States, Conada, Britain and France. He traveled
to London and Toronto in search of material.

“One of the most productive trips was to Toronto,
where I went to the nrchives of Ontario, the Toronto
Public Library, which has a mnjor Canadinna cal-
lection,” he sa: did a lot by mail. You develop a
network of people, like a reporter does, who know
what you're doing, they send you tips.”

Plcase Sec FRONTIER, C2

Author:
Brian Leigh
Dunnigan
points out
where the
Tunnel to
Canada and
Woodward
Avenue are
along the
Detroit River
in an old
map.
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Joffery Hammonds doesn’t mind putting
in 16-hour days to bring Madame X to the

stage. The professional production is
hing he began d

learning
lines for her
role as
Madame X,
Stephanie

Madame X
When: 8 p.m, Fii-
day-Saturday, July

--27-28, Aug. 34;
and 2 p.m. Satur-
: day-Sunday, July

mine if Hammonds is right.

“The day the show closed 1 said, ‘Some
dny I want to produce this show and take
it to New York,” snid Hammonds, a former
Canton resident.

Two years ngo, he decided ta try to do

ing about 10 ry to Hammonds
years ago after falling in love with the . 2829, Aug. 4-5 just that, Hammonds and his wife, 7
story about a mysterious woman on trinl . Where: Stephanie, formed AlleyCat Productions helps deve lop
for committing a murder to save her fami- | Mendelssohn The- , and before long were securing investors. the mysteri-

" atre, 911 North

The next step was to make a CD. Last ; B AN ous character
Unlversity, Ann ;

ly. She’s defonded by a son who fails to ' ?
December they hired 14 actors and a 20- with a dark

recognize hor becauso ahe deserted the

family when he was a young boy. Arbor, - piece orchestra to record Paul Bruce's st
Hammonds, who performed in the Dear- Tickets: $18, $15  music from Madanie X. But before they pasi.

born Players Guild 3 of Mad. | senlors/ could open in Chicago, and eventually

X in 1991, knew if the tragic character ' call (734) 763- New York, they had to develop and test

moved audicnces the way she moved him, : TKTS . thoe production on smaller audi Since

he'd have a hit on his hands, Local theater ' . : Plonso Scc MADAME X, C5

eely Kaleski Wygonik, Editi 7343953-'210'



