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Frontier from page C1

The imagea are compelling to
anyono interested in early Amer-
ican history:

@ Cadillac’s maps and fort
plans. The maps, done in pencil,
pen and watercolor, show
straight passage from Lake Erie,
through Lake St. Clair to Lake
Huron without showing tho
important bend at Detroit. These
maps and plans were meant to
entice government support for
his settlement, Cadillac’s idea
was to build a permanent settle-
ment that would protect access
to the upper Great Lakes, He
also wanted to bring together the
Native American tribes along
with the French soldiers and set~
tlers into a harmonimous group
of villages.

8 Numerous mapa showing
the “ribben” farma that the
French developed along the
Detroit and Raisin Rivers so that
everyone had river access.

W Plans for Fort Detroit by
Gaspard-Joseph Chaussergros
Lery, showing in great detail the
buildings in the fort and the first
street plans for Detroit.

o Wampum belts, used by
Native Americans as memory

devices to map out areas of sot-
tlement.

“It's fun to see what kind of
images exist,” Dunnigan said.
“There is the eurvival of non-tra-
ditional imeges such as
wampum belts. They are show-
ing something but they are the
most vulnerable to memory losa
because they sre memory
devices. People who took part in
the negoiations knew what the
belt meant.”

One belt with an S-shapa fig-
ure apparently refers to negotia-
tions for Belle Isle (or ns it was
known then, Hog Island).

W A view of Dotroit from July
26, 1784, signed by E.H (the
artist probably an American offi-
cer). This view is used on the
cover.

“This kind of stuff is surpris-
ingly rare,” Dunnij said. “I'm

B ‘The greatest finds are those that fill gaps.
These drawings are among the few from the peri-

od 1760 to 1790.’

Brian Leigh Dunnigan

Author

18th century Detroit and was
probably kept by the artist and
the artist's family.”

By chance, an American,
Nancy Astor, found the painting
in an antique shop in the 18208
and donated it to the city of
Detroit.

® Woodward's plan for
robuilding the city. Following
tho fire of 1805 which destroyed
the city outside the fort, Judge
Augustua Woodward drew up an

convinced there has to be more
of these around but they tend to
be fairly private things, usually
by a military officer for fun and
as an artistic endeavor. They
didn't serve a government func-
tion and they didn’t ond being
sent to a government archive,
This is the single best view of

plan using a serics of
hexagonal patterns built around
circles, Downtown Detroit shows
the last remnants of this unpop-
ular plan,

@ A drawing of Detroit from
1811 by an li-year-old boy,
George Washington Whietler,
father of the famous artist
James McNeill Whistler. The

simple drawing would show up
many years later in a composite
print by the Calvert Lithographe
ic Co. purporting to show the
boat Walk-in-the-Water against
the skyline of 1820 Detroit. The
arrival of the boat ushered in &
new cra for Detroit's commerce
with the epst.

M A tin tray from the National
Muscum of Wales purporting to
show the taking of Detroit from
1812. The Welsh roglx_nen}

few from the period 1760 to
1790,

Once Dunnigan knew what he
had, several decisions were
mads. To properly reproduce the
maps, it was decided that the
book would be in a large format,
Second, it was decided that as
maony-images a8 possible should
be in their original color, After a
commitment of grants from the
Ambasaador Bridge Co. and the
Wilkinson Foundation, it was
decided that overything would be
reproduced in color, if color waa
avaflable.

Dunnigan said he was fortu-
nate in boing able to work close-
1y with book designer Mike Sav-
itski of Ann Arbor and Ann
Arbor's University Litho Press,
Ho sald he and Wayne State pro-
duction editor Alice Nigoghoaian
did 24-hour color checks at the

ahown is one of two
with service in tho Detroit area.

M Plans for Fort Lernoult and
tho city and an clevation draw-
ing of the officers’ quarters by
David William Smith.

“Tho greatest finds are those
that fill gaps,” Dunnigan said.
These drawings are among the

“It’s just wonderful,” Dunnigan
said of the finel book. *I think
it’s the most complex job Univer-
sity Litho hqg ever done, and
algo the most complex thing
Wayno State University Pres:
has done.” .

ExpreSSions from page C1

Ruth Price tries to make it to'
as many art faira as possible to
get ideas for crenting her con-
temporary clay vessels, She
could only stop for a minute to
talk. She and her daughter Kim
Schaffer were in o hurry to see
one of their favorite potters.
Price began coming to the Ann
Arbor Art Fairs 20 years ago.
Now it's an annual mother and
daughter outing.

“Ann Arbor has fabulous
artists and beautiful paintings,”
said Price, who exhibited her
work with the Villoge Potters
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Guild at Art in the Park in Ply-
mouth, “And the nice thing
about Ann Arbor is the parking.
They have plenty of it.”

“It’s everything - tho food,
unusual pottery,” added Schaf-
fer, a Livonia resident, *My
mother will be back again before
Saturday.”

People and their pets

And Patricia Bombach will be
drawing and pessing out
brochures for her portraits of
people and their pets until then.
Even though she complains,
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Your Observer

Bombach enjoys the crowds in
Ann Arbor. It's one of only two
shows she does since commia-
sions keep her busy the rest of
the year.

Customers come to her want-
ing a special person or dog cap-
tured in pastel. Bombach, who's
won many awards over the years
including first placo in the Can-
ton Fine Arts Competition in
1989, is currently working on
portraits for North Bros, Ford,
St, Joseph's Hospital in Ann
Arbor, and two pet owners. Her
prices range from $300 for an 18-
by 24-inch portrait of a person to
$160 for a pet of the same size,
She can be reached by phone at
(248) 437-7732 or by e-mail at
bombach@tir.com,

“1 complain about the crowds
in Ann Arbor all the time,” said
Bombach who exhibited at Livo-
nin’s Art in the Village at Green-
mead Historical Park in June. *1

like all these people, the variety
of people. I like the setting on
State Street with all the bulld-
ings. F'm so glad they opened up
more aisle waya in casc of emer-
geneies. It was scary.”

Bombach was referring to
organizers rearranging the
booths in order to meet fire safe-
ty regulations. Frequently
spaced afsle ways did allow visi-
tors to move more easily from
the strecet to the sidewalk
instead of being herded along
with no exit in sight.

Clay artist

For Sandrn Happel, the
changes only make the big fair
better..Happel, a Farmington
Hills clay artist, only does one
fair — Ann Arbor, and she's done
it for the last 20 yeors.

The crowds seem to love her
nculpiurnl tilea mnde' w'lth a

There's an earthy primitive look
to her tiles and a totem, her
newest piece. True to its name,
the work stands several feet tall.
It's easy to see, indusatrial forms
inspire Happel's images.

A clay nrtist for 30 years, Hap-
pel began doing tiles five years
ago. She studied ceramica with
Susanne Stephenson and sculp-
ture with John Pappas at Eaat-
ern Michigan Univeraity. She is
a lab technician in the cernmics
studio at Oakland Community
College in Farmington Hills.

“It's the biggest and the best
and close to home,” said Happel.
“Every yoar I swear I'm not
going to do it again. But hero 1
am.”

Have an interesting idea for a
atory? Call arts reporter Linda
Ann Chomin at (734) 953-2145
or send c-mail to lchomin@
oe.h net
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ATTTENTION
Pra-Regstration/Check-In Friday, August 1/t ¢ 5pm to 9pm

CRUISERS!

Michigan State Fairgrounds * Saturday, August 18, 2001

The Cruice-a-Palooza Car Show

XTI XXEXRANSLNY N R
B USMA Event featuring D) Rockin’ Ronnle 8 Collector Dash plaques
W Over 350 Trophies Awarded B Motor City Swap Meet M Cruise Woodward Anytime
8 Auto Exhibits 3 54.7 WCSX Broadcast M Kid's play area M Food, Family Fun & Lots More!
Adult Admission $3.00/Kids 12 & under FREE

« Over 70 Trophies Awarded Friday Nightt
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