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Art Beat features various hap-
penings in the suburban art
world, Send Wayne County arts
news leads to Art Beat, Observer
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft,
Livonia MI 48150, fax them to
(734) 691.7279, or c-mail (as a
text ie) to
{chomin@ochomecomm.net.

HOST FAMIUES WANTED

The Livonin Rotary Club and
Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp's
International Exchonge Progam
.are looking for familics or singles
-to host a French jozz group Aug.
10-13.

The 19-member Ecole de
Musique d'improvisation Jazz
will perform Sunday, Aug. 12 at
Rotary Park in Livonia. Hosts
will be responsible for the musi-
cians from dinnertime Friday
night until Monday. The enly cri-
teria is @ friendly attitude,

‘This ia the fifth Blue Lake
sponsored music group hosted by
the Livonin Rotary Club,

For more information, call Bill
Cameron at (734) 522-2643 or
send e-mail to bumpy@junocom.

- DINNER THEATER

The Great Ypsilanti Train
Robbery of 1916: An Evening of
Historical Liccnse returns 5:16
p.m. and 8:15 p.m. Friday, Aug.
3 to the Angel Food Cafe, 6 West
Michigan Avenue, Ypsilanti.

Tickets nre $39.95 per person
and include choice of three
entrees. Advance ticket purchase

and menl celection is required.
Call (734) 483-0135.

The Great Ypsilanti Train
Robbery of 1916: An Evening of
Hiatorical License is loosely
based on a real heist, that's still
unsolved. Ample amounts of his-
torical license nllow for a cre-
ative blend of history, comedy
and music,

SYMPHONY CONCERTS

The Plymouth Symphony
Orchestra, along with the Ply-
mouth Historical Museum, the
Plymouth Community Arte
Council, and Canton Project
Arts, kick off the Pasaport to the
Arts & Culture program with
two free family rts 7 p.m,

Art in the Park, July 30 to
Aug. 10, is a four-hour a day pro-
gram offered at no charge to stu-
dents in grades 7-12. Under the
guidance of a professional artist,
students will create art in the
park at Nankin Mills in West-
iand after lessons in the visual
arts, poetry and photography.

In 1893.2000, the Artists Men-
torship Program students
worked in dance, literature,
vocal and jazz music.

For more information, call
(313) 870-1680.

FINAL DAYS '

Time §s running out to view

traditional black and white and

Friday, Aug. 3 in Kellogg Park,
Plymouth and 2 p.m. Sunday,
Aug, 5 in Heritagoe Park, Canton.

The program features e cham-
ber orchestra performing sum-
mertime music including rag-
time, waltz, a little Gershwin,
Disney's Colors of the Wind, and
the all American march — John
Philip Sousa’s Stars and Stripes
Farever,

For more information, call the
symphony office, (734) 451-2112.
ART IN THE PARK

The Arts League of Michigan
i looking for studenta through-
out the metro Detroit area whe
have an interest in pursuing the
arts as a career and are cager for
an cxperience that will challenge
and engage them.

Madame x from puge C1

'y color
prints by Farmington Hills artist
Michael McCullough. The one-
man phow, sponsored by the
Livonia Arts Commission, con-
tinues through the end of July at
Livonia City Hall, 33000 Civic
Center Dr., east of Farmington

ad.

McCullough, who grew up in
Redford, offers aubjects that
appesl to a variety of tastes.
Nature scenes featuring endan-
gered African animals, and
women in veils, force tho viewer
think about the subject matter.

McCullough does decorative
works as well including fruits,
vegotables and dining scenes
that can be placed on a kitchen
wall, Look for them at local art
fairs, Best of all, the works are
reasonably priced.

For more information, call the
Livonia Community Resources
Department, (734) 466-2536.
STILL LOOKING
The Plymouth Community
Arts Council is looking for an
electric ceramics kiln to help
them build their art programs.
They could also use five easels
for their figure drawing classes.
If you can help, call Leslie
Greenelsen, (734) 416-4278,
WRITING SEMINAR

Are you tired of writer’s block?
Need inspiration to pick up a
pen and start writing, or some
tips that will help you craft a
8

tory?

Cheryl Vatcher can help you
during writing seminars offered
1-3:30 p.m. Soturday, July 28 at
the Noble Public Library, 32901
Plymouth Road, Livonia ($40),
and 1-2:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 24
and July 31 at the Plymouth
Coffee Bean, 884 Penniman,
($38).

Coming up with ideas is easier
than you think. If you've alveady
formulated a story, and want to
work on it, Vatcher will help yo

Final days: Michael McCullough prods viewers into
thinking about subjects ranging from endangered ani-
mals to ethnic traditions.

MUSIC IN THE PARK

The Plymouth Community
Arts Council continues its Music
in the Park series with Liberty
Brnle Quil}tet, ﬁ'hith inLcludel

u
do that. Vatcher, a P}, h
writer who earned a master's
degrea from University of Michi-
gan’s School] of Education, has
penned articles for several metro
Detroit newspapers.

For more information, or to
register, call (734) 414-8680.

e F Sym-
phony Orchestra, at noon-
Wednesday, July 25 in Kellogg
Park, Plymouth.

For information, call (734)
416-4278,
FILMMAKERS MEETING

The Metropolitan Filmmakers
Coalition is holding a meeting on

proposale and grants for film
projects 6:30 p.m, Wednesday,
July 26 at the Specs Howard
School, 19900 W, 8 Mile Road,
Southfield. Morrie Washawski,
author of Shaking the Money
Tree, is hosting the meeting;
copies of his book will be avail-
able for purchase. Call Nichole
Sylvester {313) 492.0422, Alisa
Lomax, (313) 492-3800 or visit
filmcollective@aol.com for infor-
mation,

both are originally from the
area, they decided to bring the
musical to Ann Arbor for its
world premicre.

Heart touching

“One picce of advice,” snid
Hammonds, who's directing the
musical. “Bring plenty of
Kleenex. The music and the
story are riveting. Paul Bruce
writes melodies that touch you
in the heart.”

Hammonds hns come a long
way from studying theater with
Glorin Logan at Plymouth Can-
ton Educational Park. Years of

night nnd doy to perfect Madame
X before it reaches that point,
Not that the two mind. Theater
is a common love. Married in
October 1998, the Hammonds
met while performing in the
Seccret Garden with a touring
children's company in Chicago.
Al of the hours traveling back
and forth between Chicago and
the Detroit area since March
have only heightened their
husi for the producti
they plan to open in Chicago
within the next year.
“One of the first things he
brayght up when we met was

experience with and

. professional theater prepared
him well for the challenges of
ing a new producti n

,” sai who
plays the lead role. “We realized
in the first draft it needed
ketching in, needed to have the

fact, the yenrs he spent as a
technical director for the Michi-
gan Opera Theatre touring com-
pany led to his decision to move
to Chicago in 1992, and audition
for professional theater. He
gnined more experience after
forming the nonprofit Marquee
Theatre with colleagues.

“I learned that a lot of shows
can take seven to 10 years to
develop,” said Hammonds. “Les
Mis wns five hours long the first
time they presented it and just

- last December they took it down
. again.”

: Putting together a
~musical
. Dana Kraft knew from study-
“ing musical theater nt the Uni-
versity of Michigan that produe-
tions go through n pumber of
revisions on the rond te Brond.
way. Kraft, who plays the role of
Helene, eventually plans on
moving to New York for a earcer
on stage.
“The most exciting part was
learning how a brand new musi-
" eal is put together,” snid Kraft, a
gradunte of West Bloomfield
High School. *In a workshop
- there arc changes constantly
* being mnde in the script. Once it
. goes to Brondway, it's frozen.”
The Hammonds are working

characters fleshed out,” said
Stephanie, who studied theater
with Dean Cobb at North Farm-
ington High School before mov-
ing to Chicago in the mid-1990s
to pursuc a professional carcer.

“We put a creative team
together to strengthen the flow,
Paul developed a new musical
number. We wanted to see how
audiences here would react to it.
It was the logical place to come
back to before putting it up in
Chicago. We've had several
rewrites since rehearsal started
June 26.”

Audicnce Talkbacks, along
with written surveys passed out
after each performance, will lead
to further adjustments.

*It's a great opportunity for
them to help develop a Brond-
way show,” said Stephanie, “And
it's a chance for the performers
to sec how it works when you're
in fast-paced rehearsals and, to
sce the creative process and com-
ment on it.”

“It’s not every day an acter
gets to work on o musical and
create a role without comparing
it to somcone elae’s,” added Jef-
fery.

Helping hands

Local actors, set designers and

directors like Nancy Florkowski

Unscramble the answer to the

Crazy’ Al’s Radio Party at 8:00
AM. to identify the backwards
record. If you are correct you
win a great prize!

Listen to Crazy Al's Radio Party
WPON 1460 AM

Mon.-Fri. 6:00 AM. - :00AM.
& 2:00 PM.-4 PM.

Call 248-332-1460

Crazy Al's Song cramble

question, then listen Monday to

SABCEUE

1. This was Duanc Eddy's biggest hit and ch,
June of 1960. It was also t
starring James Darren and Tu

Y'HTERE OGUYN,

e title forn: the movie
esday Weld.

Crazy

Al's Ra

a
Truly the greatest rock and roll show you've ¢ !
LISTEN TO RARE ROCK AND ROLL ON

WPON Radio Oldies 1460 AM

Oldios You Just Don’t Hear Any Place Eisel
Crazy Al's Radio Party Mon.-Fri.6-9 a.m., atternoons 2-4 p.m.
LISTEN ON THE WEB www. wpon.com

rdl
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are happy about having the
opportunity to help develop the
professional production.
Florkowski, director of the youth
theater Tinderbox Productions,
along with Plymouth Theater
Guild members Ken Kuna and
Cynthia Lewandowski, will be
able to look back and remember
their part in producing s hit
musical. Kuna deaigned and
built the set for the production
which takes place between 1890
and 1910, Lewandowski is com-
pany manager, Florkowski, as
nssistant director, is part of the
evaluation process.

I study it ns they're perform-
ing their lines, the spacing dur-
ing the play, watching for audi-
ence reaction,” said Florkowski,
a Redford resident. “I'll be at all
or most of the performances as
we try to perfect‘it.

“You have to watch people to
learn to act,” said Halston, who
recently played the lead in Oliv.
er, a Tinderbox production at
Masonic Temple in Detroit. “1
learned lots of times it aeems
like you're over reacting but
ycu’na not. And 1 learned to pro-

Jject,

“I'm pretty excited. When I
first read it I didn’t understand
it but then I stayed for the read-
through. It's a tragedy and a

story.

Darren DeWitt's enjoyed the
learning experience a8 much as
Halston, even though he's
already acted in productions at
the Bonstelle and Studio the-
aters at Wayne State University
for the last two years, DeWitt
plays the grown-up Raymond
fresh out of law school.

“I learned to attain a certain

“It's a production. It
challenges the emotions. I
enjoyed the movie, but I enjoy
musicals, It's the caliber of Les
Miz. It's that strong. I'm proud
to be part of this. It's so profes-
stonal.”

‘This is Leif Halston'’s first pro-
fesaional preduction and he's
using every chance he geta to

level of quickly,” said
DeWitt, a Wayne State Universi-
ty thenter major who recently
danced in Sleeping Beauty Ballet
with the Michigan Ballet The-
atre based in Rochester, “One of
the best things I learned was to
communicate honesty in your

" work and not to think about it.

“I have to address the jury in

improve his acting
Halston, a Weat Bloomfield resi-
dent, plays Young Raymond,,
Meadame X's son.

two large

doesn’t understand the emotions
he's feeling for this woman he
doesn’t know. I end up speaking

university musical society

2nd Annual

Shockheaded Peter (A Junk Opera)
Featuring the Figes Lilties
Masic by Martyn Jacques
Ditected and Designed by
fulian Ceouch and Phelim McDermott
Wednesday, September 12, 4 pm
Thutsday, September 13, § pm
Fnday, September 14, 4 pm
Saturdoy, September 15, 7 pm

£)12 midnught

Michigan Theates

s [

et Soeesm e Timss

Theatrs defa Jeuna Lune
Kolides's Tartuffe
Ditected by Dominique Serrand
Frday, Dctober 24, § pm
Saturday, October 27, 3 pm
Pomer Center
P inkey v prfommens
st National CRy.

The Satwraey potama ct o prrsescsd was 1
e sespert of Sbanie and Fhoe Crovesl
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Call to ordes your subscription today.
Buy hickets to alt 3 events and save up 1o 14% off the ticket price!

|734.764.2538 1 5

Three Performances in Ann Arbor

Gutheie Theater

Eugene O'Nalll’s Ab, Nifderness!
Directed by Douglos Woger
Friday, March 3,2 pm
Satarday, March 9, 8 pm
Pomet Center

from the heart and it has to
appear off the cuff.”

Playing Raymond is helping
DeWitt to learn how to do that.
It's & skill hell need upon arriv-
ing in New York after gradua.
tion. DeWitt Joves musical the.
ater and plans to earn a living
behind the bright lights.

“It’a really like 8 hometown

show that will be taken to Chica-
go and then New York," said
DeWitt, a Farmington Hills resi-
dent. *It brought a level of pro-
fessionalism to the local theater
scene. It's a good mix of well sea-
soned actors with actors from
the community. It shows me
what the professional world is
like.”

university musical society

39th Annual

chg

Hogen Quartet

Michigen neater

Morcel Proust’s Paris

UMS/YR Co-Commmiont

Pomer Certer

Sunday, October 22, 4 pm
Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre
Mt 4 mgm e 7 et Bk

St. Petersburg Consarvatery Chamber Ensembla
Tuesday, October 30, 8 pm

wrans o GBSy

Brentano String Quartet and Mark Strand yen
Maydn's Seven tast Words of Chrnist

Sunday, January 13, 4pm

Lydic Mendeliaehn Theatre

L

Da Camera of Houston

Saturdey, Janvary 26, 3 pm
Lyd.a Mendeltsahn Theatre
[ONENT N v

e lorr Mebge Soe

Herolyn 8lackwel 1

Forence Quivar mee-sowone

From the Diary of Selly Hemings
wWednesday, Fetruary 13,3 pm
Sunday, Fedruary 17, 4 pm
tyds Mendeluiohn Theatre
et toemin R St ST

Da Camera of Houston
for 8 Condemned Bosk
5510 Rothenberg dorctes st psns
Muyit by Frédéne Chopin
Texts by Chartes Baudelaire
Wednesday, March 20, § pm

mber g

Unressity of Michigan = Ann 2rser

*ehigan Theater

Al the World for Love
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ot oeme Rk e
Emerson String Quartet and the

Kalichsteln-Laredo-Robinson Trio
Frday, Aprl 8, 3 pn

et 0 o st e o B e e b
Takdes Quartet and Robert Pitky yeet

Soturday, Apnil 13, dpm
Lytia Meadehsschn Theotrs

P

Call to order your subscription today.
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1734.764.2538
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