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Festival sailed smoothly

“We're back.”

That's how Farmington Hills City Man-
ager Steve Brock described the scene
Thursday night at the Founders Cafe,
home of the Farmington Aren Founders
Festival Ox Roast. It being a weeknight,
one might have expected a limited crowd,
but Dennis Page, owner of Page's Food &
Spirits, said he'd served 300 sandwiches
by 7 that evening.

one artist said he'd sold more than at the
Plymouth Art Fair; another commented it
was their best fair ever, The quality of
the work was of a caliber seen ot any pre-
miere venue, even the venerable Ann

Arbor Art Fair, held the same weekend,
Every corner of downtown Farmington
appeared jammed, what with crafters'
booths, rides and well-attended stage
nhnw- in the Downtown Farmington
Center parking lot, the mer-

By the end of tho festival, he esti d
having served “thousands.”

The Founders Cafe became a gathering
spot for friends and former clossmates.
On Friday night, people packed in to the
point where gate attendants couldn't let
anyone enter until an equal number of
folks left. Traffic clogged Grand River all
three days so that it occasionally took
five or six stoplight eycles to make a turn
on Farmington Road.

And porking? Well, one gentleman, in
from out of town for Saturday's parade,
was forced to leave his car in an adjacent
neighborhood and needed help finding it.

“Art on the Grand” had an amazing
inaugural season, with 64 artists partici-
pating, including the Farmington Artists
Club. Hosted by the Hills Special Ser-
vicea Department, the event drew partici.
pants from as far away o8 Florida and
Georgia, with wares that ranged from
Jewelry to blown glass to original music.

Culturnl Arts Cuordlnntar Nancey

douros reported Monday that

chants’ sidewalk sales and, of course, the
Magical History Tour, which took visitors
into the heart of our community.

‘We heard a few suggestions to keep in
mind next year — like moving the Teddy
Boar parade into the cooler morning
hours, better signs directing people to the
shuttles and perhaps publishing & map to
show where activities are being held. But
these minor dotails cccur to people only
when the mqior stuff goed so well,

This year's Founders Featival was on
unqualified success, and we congratulate
every one who voluntecred, every one
who visited and especially the Farming-
ton Area Founders Festival board of
directors and administrator Suzanne
Lichtman, who were not afraid to listen
to and act on last year’s concerns.

It takes guts to admit you've taken a
wrong turn and then engineer a course
correction midstream. But in this case, it
all led to nothing but smooth sailing.

Stlll time to run for office

We hate to bring this up during these
lnzy, hazy, crazy days of summer, but
anyone who has an inkling about running
for city council in Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills or for mayor in Farmington
Hills ought to decide quickly.

The filing dendlines are Aug. 17 in
Farmington and Aug. 28 in Farmington
Hills. There's barely enough time to gath-
er signatures, and anyone starting a cam-
paign now has some graund to make up.
The road isn’t easy, but we bc]leve it's
still well worth the cffort,

In this day and age, vnlunteenng to
run for public office means opening one's
life to scrutiny. Mayoral candidate Ron
Oliverie and council member Cheryl Qliv-
erio have already had the details of their
divoree dredged up by a daily publication.
Both candidates have made it absolutely
clear they don't want their past to enter
into this, We applaud their stand and the

A fresh look

The situation this summer at Now-
burgh Lake and the Rouge River is
regrettable,

Mother Nature has given the lake and
river a one-two punch, with hot weather
and low water helping make bacteria lev-
cls high. Wayne County advises people
not to make full body contact with the
water, which moans County Execuﬁva
Ed McNamara won't be

dignity with which they've conducted
themselves in this regard.

e truth is, running for public office
requires a tough skin, But it's also a
unigue opportunity to make a significant
contribution in our little corner of the
world.

To date, only Ron Oliverio has filed to
run sgainst incumbent Hills Mayor
Nancy Bates. Incumbents Cheryl Olive-
rio, Jon Grant and Jerry Ellis have two
challengers so far — Randy Bruce and
Ken Massey. In Farmington, incumbents
Mary Bush, Jim Mitchell and Arnold
Campbell are expected to run agnin.

We're not unhappy with the present
representation. We simply believe more
candidates make for a more interesting
and infurmative clection season, one that
may well get more voters to the polls.

And isn't that the whole idea?

at the river

the expertise tha county has, What's
needed now is the vision of fish bjologists
and others in the DNR with wildlife and
forest management experience.

One solution ia to remove the dams
and improve the flow of the river.
Removal is being proposed for the Huron
River that runs t.hough Ann Arbor. Dams
hold hnck the nvnr ﬂnw, and slow the
natural cl

Newburgh Lake as he promised when lt
waa clean enough,

His swim was part of a high profile
campaign for Newburgh Lake after it

. was drained and dredged and chemical
contamination removed. As part of &
parks millage, the boat house at the lake
was revamped and there were paddle
and row boats for rent at the lake,

It was our now vision for the Rouge
system. It was no Jonger our collective
sewer for industrial and human waste —
it was going to be our playground.

It was an admirable vision. But rivers
and lakes huva a way of defying our

political age:

Wildl’owl atﬂ] use the loke as a toilet
and Mother Nature has & way of drying
things up on certain years.

It'a now time to take a more serious
ook at Newburgh and the Rouge. The
Inke itself isn’t really a lake. It's the
backwaters of the Rouge.

The Rouge itself is a dammed, con-
trolled river, It'a not a wild, free-ﬂawlna
stream like others in the state. In a way,
it's been a managed drain for western
‘Wayne County.

‘When water is wm:halrl from a river,
water lavels and flowage suffer, On a
recent this week, the river in Hines
Park was barely moving. When that hap-
pens, bacteria levels rise.

The solution to getting the river nnd
lake cleaner is to get the state De
ment of Natural Resources invol ved
Wayne County has run Hines and the
water syatem ia it as an urban park.
That's du politics of the county and it's

- . - .

They also muw ponda and lokes like
Newburgh. It would be difficult for us to
give up the lake. However, it would be
interesting to sce what DNR types
would say about the elimination of dams
on the Rouge.

Wilcox Lnkn, upstream from Noew-
burgh, has a dam, which created the
lake. It would be interesting to find out if
its removal would increase the water
flow enough to improve the water quality
in Newburgh and the Rouge.

The real challenge facing westorn
Wayne County is how we look at the
Rouge. Are wa going to let it limp along
as a managed park, or are we going to

try turning it into a wilder river?

Wild rivers tend to flood sometimen -

because there are no controla. Downed
troes and, other natural debris often col-
leet in river bends, creating ponds and
wetlands. Beavers also do their work of
creating their own ponda as a place to
live, All those natural ponds create
wildlife and fish habitat.

Western Wayne County residents have
done a good job of cleaning up the Rouge.
Now it's time for us to step back and find
a new mindset for Newburgh Lake and
the entire watershed.

‘We need to seo parks in a new Jight.
They should be more than baseball and
soccer fields. The Rouge watershed
should be returned to as close as a natu-
ral state as poasibla,

Qetting the DNR involved would be
one step. And looking at removing
another, It's time to take a fresh look at
the river system.
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H A miracle in Wixom

Imagine the shock of losing a new,
black, Coach purse with cash, credit
tnrds IDs, keys and check book. It
hnppened to me at Wixom's McDon-
ald’s on Friday, July 18:

1leoft it behind and drove away with
out misaing it until three hours later. I
thought I would never see it again, But
1did, thanks to these fabulous people:

1. Two very kind female volunteers
at the grecter’s desk at Mount
Clemens’ Generzal Hospital made many
phone calls to help me locata the cor-
rect McDonald’s. Their hugs, when we
heard the purse had been turned in to
the manager, indicated their heartfelt
happiness and the belief that people
really ere good at heart.

2. A huge “thank you” to the honest
person who turned the purse in to the
manager. Without your part in this, I
would still be heart sick, replacing
driver’s license, ca.n\:eﬂng credit cards
and checks, mplnmg keys and miss.
ing the Img. which was a Christmes
gift from my husband.

3, A huge "thank you” to the man-
agers of McDonald's at Wixom, Mike
Jedro, who was given the purse, and
Arjon Vasha, who later found it in safa
kccpmg and returned it to me, The
staff in that restaurant was so friendly
and helpful I wanted to hug each one
of them when the ordeal was over,

4. And lastly, a huge “thgnk you" to
you, Ms, Editor, and your paper for
allowing this vehicle to extend my
thanks to all the wonderfuzl and many
anonymous people who were part of
the miracle in the Detroit area the day
Ilost my purse. May God bless you all.

Beth Kuhn
Perrinton

Il White-collar fraud

There seems to be no end to white
collar fraud since Bill Clinton showed
everyono how to do it and get away
with it, even to the extent to be a dic-
tator with his executive orders.

Each one of our Congressmen will
not stop white collar fraud. If they did,
there would bo a law passed i di

change sides by resigning. This bill
should represent the voters when con-
gressmen do not know which side to
vote on, After you quit, go back to the
voters and see if they still want you.

I would be pleased to assiat any con-
gressman that would write a bill to
represent the voters. I'm only one, but
I'm sure there are more of you, includ-
ing veterans out there, who agree with
me. Write to your congress person and
see what or if you get a reply.

This is not the first time this has
hoppened, and there should be a pun-
ishment to go with the process. The
ones voted into office are not afraid to
commit erimes, Just look at the
records ~ ussault, drunk driving, rape,
murder and more,

With as many organizations as there
are out there says to me there are peo-

ple that care. Why can’t someone help
stop this fraud, which affects all of us?
George Strelczuk
Farmington

H Three cheers

Kudos, congratulations and hurrah
to Suzanne Lichtmann and everyone
assoctated with this year's Founder's
Day Festival.

‘What a success. From tho moment I
saw the new logo for Festival 2001, 1
knew it wos going to be o great ovent.,
The festival committee's nttention to
detail was evident, And in talking with
various shop owners, salea were going
very well.

The festival just had a good feel
nbout it this year — and I wanted to be
one of the first to say “thank you" for
restoring the Farmington Founder’s
Festival. It was the best ever!

Suzanne Paul

. P
Far

B Festival thanks

This year's Founders Festival has

come and gone and based on comments

received, was widely regarded as a suc-
cess,

From additions such as the

Ceeareraa,

Founders Cafe featuring the Ox Roast, -
Art on the Grand and the Magical His-,
tory Tour, to old favorites (hooray for ..

the return of the Great Walll), this
year was positioned to be a winner,
thanks to all involved.

In the coming daya and wecks, we
will be analyzing various pieces of ata-

tistical information to further evaluate

Lhu event and look for ponibln .
to bo i din .
2002.- Howover, there is one key com-

ponent that can't be scientifically men-
sured, but one I believe to be of utmost

importance, and that is the amount of
heart that went into this year's festi
val. The community came out in full -

force to lend their support and, as timaZ

went on, their positive spirit and
enthusiasm spread like wildfire.

In my role aa festival administrator -
over the last five months, I have been |
overwhelmed at the number of volun-

teers and supporters who devoted an
inordinate amount of time, talent and
heart to this effort. While it is nearly
imposaibla to name all of the volun.
teers involved, I would like to publicly
thank this year’s committee
Dave Boyer, Nancy Coumoundouros,
Julie Devine, Brian Golden, Gail
Green, Gary Lichtman, Holly Owen,
Dennis Page, Dick Tupper and Deb
Watson.

Additional thanks go to the Farm-
ington Area Founders Featival Inc.
Board of Directors, the city of Farm-
inxton. the :ity of Fnrmlngtan Hills,
the Farmingtoen/Farmington Hills

en:

Chnmber of Commerce, our pnrﬁmpnb-

Il What a difference

‘Waow! Founders Festival was great
this year!

Thanks to Suzanne Lichtman and
family, the city of Farmington, Dennis
Page, Gail Green, the financial con-

ately to stop Jefford from switching
pnrl.leu in mid-term eo ha is asaured of
and a fat cat reti

local radio tons and
newspapers and the army of volun-
teers, we hpd a first-clasa festival,

when he does retire. There then wﬁl be
no break in work service.

The senator's office should be
declared empty until the next election,
because the people who voted for him
now are being fraudulently represent-
ed. He ia a traitor to the country not
only to the constituents.

There must be something in the con-
stitution that could prove he s a fraud.
Times change and 80 do laws, Now is
the time for a change and a law to
declare his seat vacant, He should not
be allowed to vote on anything.

T have no fault with his running as a
Democrat. But do this in a proper way:
Say "I am & Democrat,” and let the
people elect him as such if they want
to, But for me, I wouldn't touch him
wi'.h at ton-foot pole. Ha has proven he

't be trusted.

InmanniormdnmofWorlqu
11 and Korea. I say this to prove 'm

" qualified to make such'a decision, and

1 managed llj:n:i‘ leagu':il;lll,m th:h @
ungsters had good wi L)
f:np&?we had to deal with. I didn't

always agree, but it was my job to
make sure every boy or girl had a
chance to play.

I pray that some co!

ngress pe:
will have the guts to write lpmwblll
to vacata a seat if somecne wants to

. tive remark. However, if

did a bang-up job
promoting and coordinating the festi-
val, We are very fortunate to have her
as our Jeader.

‘What a difference from the last fow
years. It just proves what can be done
when people quit griping and roll up
their shirt sleeves and get involved,

The quality and creativity of the arts
and crafts was much improved over
years past, For the first time in many
years, I p from the fes-
tival, Also, the Hoapitality Ox Roast
tent was tons of fun! Peopla were hav-
ing a blast catching up with old friends
and neighbors. And, the variety of
entertainment throughout the festival
was very

Lastly, it vuu encouraging to hear
all the encouraging comments and
compliments from the citizens of
Farmington and visitors from outside
communities. I didn't hear one nega-
thers are
those who wish to complain, sign up as
a volunteer for next year’s festival and
Jend us your support and worda of wia.
dom.

Bravo, Farmington Founders Festi-
val on a job well done!

Annalee Morrison
Farmington

and the com-
munlty at Jarge for their respective
commitments. I would also like to
extond a very special thank you to
Wendy Strip-Sittsamer and my hus-
band/business partner, Gary Licht-

man, for their involvement, assistance
and unwavering dedication to this pro-

ject over the last several months,

As a non-profit 501-4 organization,
Farmington Area Founders Festival
Inc. relies greatly upon the xnnammy
of our residents, businesses and
friends. those who came

this cherished eummnmty tradition.

to
- through to help sustain the viability of!

Suzanne Lichtman:
festival adminhlmlor,
Farmington Area Founders Festival
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