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Orlginal:
Henry
Showronek
holds some of
the original
hardware for
the windows
in this turn-
of-the-
century
Victorian
house.
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lor a decade Valerie Skowronek had her heart sct on an old

Victorian house she saw in a Livonia neighborhood. It was

lava ot first sight after she spotted the turn-of-the-century
-home while shapping.at V? 83 tho strect.

=I snid, 'if there was cver a house I coulTRave ... that wotild be [
my dream house,' " remembers Skowronek.

Ten years later, Valerie and her husband, Henry, find them-
selves standing in the parlor of the late 18008 house they pur-
chased in March 2000, and Valerio coulda’t be happier.

“It's the house I alwnys wanted and I'm so excited wo were

COUPLE POURS HEARTS

This otd house:
Henry and Valerie

house they describe a8 some-
thing out of the television
show *This Old House”
“We started cleaning the
place inside and out first,” said

Heary.

Between the bugs, 15 broken
windows, a dead tree in the
frant yard, bird nests in the
attic and countless old cars
and bonta that were scattered
about the property — the pair
had a lot of work ahead of
them,

One of their first tasks was
to tear off the old roof with the
help of a brotherin-law, They
found four layers of cedar shakes, but they completely updated
the roof after they found shingles that complemented the Victo-
rian-style homo.

Fit for a queen

five-bed 1

Th , two b home also & parlor,
formal dining room, kitchen pontry, and a back porch the
‘Skowroneks had to gut and rebuild because it deteriorated and "~
separated from the house, just like the chimney.

The second level of the home alzo has a porch-like room that
overlooks the back of the property. They installed a ceiling fan in
that A-frame room and plan to use it for a sitting area and stor-

ablo to buy it after secing it all those years,”
suid Valerie,

The couple catimates they looked at 100
houses while they were in the market but
always went back to the house on S§t. Martin
Street near Inkster and Seven Mile ronds. Iron-
ically, they only lived a few blocks away in Red-
ford. They walked by regularly to keep an eye
on the property.

In order to make their intentions known to
the homeowners, they stopped at the homo,
introduced themselves and left theirname and
number — hoping that one day if the property
was ever sold they'd be the first to hear about

it.

The Sk ks wero 1y d
by the seller, but the rond to home ownorship
was & bumpy one.

*“Wo had so many obstacles nnd heartaches
when it came to purchasing this house,” said
Valerie. *Wo went back and forth with the seller
on whether or not he really wanted to sell it,
what tho selling price was, whethor he was
going to sell the lota on each side of it. We
thought we were going to Jose it before we got
ir |

Patience is a virtue

Finally in March 2000 the final purchasa
agreement was signed and the Skowroneks had
their dream houss, Thoy paid approximately
$150,000 for the 2,000-square-foot house with a detached garage
that also included two additional vacant lots, ocno on each side of
the home. - .

By no means though wes the house ready for inhabitants,
other than the infestation of ladybuga and other four-legged
creatures that took over the inside, The couple alsc didn't start
working on the house for another four months after they closed,
because they had exhausted all of their extra income on the
dm payment with hopes of making their monthly payments
LI or. i .

“Wa worked &0 many hours to get the money for the down pay-
ment, and then even more, to have the money for the monthly

onts, that wa didn't have any extra cash to start the reno-
vations,” said Henry. N

The pair owned two rental proporties in Dotroit, one of which
was built in 1819, that required refurbishment. Onco thoy sold
ono of those two homes, they were free to start working on the

o TR [i; ey
Unlque: Valeric got creative
painting the base of the
claw foot tub she and Henry
will install in the next few
weeks.

*“Some of the things they did to this house
makes you wonder,” said Valerie, who discov-

Skowronek purchased this
Victorian house in March of 2000
and have been diligently working on reno-
vating the interior for the past year.
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constructed,

many of the
architectural
aspects of the
home point to the
1870-80s. They
said they visited
the City County
Building (now
the Coleman
Young Building)
in Detroft and
Livonia's plan-
ning department,
but to no avail.
“The city of Livo-
nia docsn’t have
records beforo
the 18608, said

Henry.

They did learn
from a neighbor
that the home
was moved from |

~its originnl loca-" -
tion a fow lota
away in 1822

ered that some of the broken wind
replaced with Plexiglas that someone acrowed
onto the window frames, then caulked around
tho scams. She snid she spent countless hours
Incing and reglazi ind
ping awny lnyers of paint around tho window
frames that masked beautiful wood trim and
malding.
*I used & heat gun first, then a chemical
§ stripper,” said Valerie. *Luckily we have all
the original hardware that went with the win-
dawe.”
" Over the past year they have spent much of
fl their cvenings and weekends at the home.
Together Valerie and Henry have power.
sprayed the exterior, plastered, drywalied,
stripped wallpaper, installed a new floor in
4 the bathroom, updated clectrical and plumb-
ing, installed & new 1/2 bath upstairs,
breathed new life into the orig-

Valerie also

started the pro-

cess of having

the house listed , -

with the statc of ; - " ,
were Michigan histori- Restoring: Valerie Skowronek paints

cal registry. the trim around the doorway of a

Ups and bathroom just outside the kitchen. In

and strip- downs the foreground you can see the detailed
Despite the  wood trim and original wainscoting.
obstacles and

challenges of renovating a home more than 100 years old, the
Skowroneks say they have never wanted te give up.

“We do have to take a break from time to time and stop work-
ing on it,” said Henry, who bears tho scars of his work. “I was in-
& hurry and nearly cut my finger off with the saw a few wecks
ago.” . L

gHam‘y and his brotherin-law hava also fallen off a ladder
while working on the house. “I bruised a fow ribs doing that.”
1 in all, the project has beon a lcarning experience for the
couple. “I'm afraid once we're all done, she's going to want to sell

it and start all over again with another house,” said Henry. *It
can be n viclous cycle.” b

=X,

9 inal claw-foot tub they found |-
in tho downstaira bathroom .
and removed the hot water \
tank someono installed in the ~
kitchen,

“It's a labor of love,” said
Valerie. “Every time we start a
project we try and focus on
what it will look like when it's

all dono.”

The couple renovated both bathrooms nnd hope
to reinstall tho claw-foot tub soon. They enjoy o
antiquing and look forward to furnishing the
homa with period furniture and accessories,

For the outside of the house they envision n
white picket fence around the front of the proper-
ty and a Victorian rose garden with fruit trees on
ane of the two vacant lots,

After 12 months of labor they plan to move in
by the fall and begin siding the exterior clap-
board that is eging and faded.

“It's hard to find people you can trust who are

e

TN

expericnced enough to do this kind of wark and
who will maintain the historic i ity of the
house,” said Valerie, .

Although the couple hasn't been able to find
county records verifying the dato the house wns

ordered
room.

Valerie Skowronek holds up a roll of wallpaper she
from England that will be hung in the formal dining

MARTY FIGLEY

Reading books
Two new books teach
youngasters about animals
and plants.

See Gardening, Page 3

10E QAGNON_ .
Heat can hurt

says the Appliance Doctor
Home Work, Page 4

Malfunctioning hot curlers can
burn and injure if they overheat,

ﬂgMETDWN LIFE: .
Miss Farmington:

Tracey Finalyson was :
crowned in the 28th annual :
pageant at the Farmingion
Civic Theatre.

- HomeTown Life, Page 7 :




