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Lowislati

OUTDOOR i
awniting Gov,
INSIGHTS Engler’s signa-
i ture would
allow the

- Department of
Natural
Resources to
avert a pro-
jected $3.3
million deficit
for the year
2003, That's
great news for
sportsmen,
who faced the prospect of pos-
sible layoffs of ficld peraonnel
in the wildlife, fisheries ond
law enforcement divisions
without the legislation.

Sponsored by Rep. Larry
DoVuyat (R-Alma), H.B, 4812
allows the legislatura to appro.
printe up to $6 million unnual-
ly from the Gome and Fis!
Trust Fund into the Game and
Fish Protection Fund, the gen-
eral operating fund of the
DNR.

The bill sacrifices a portion

. of revenue that was supposcd
* to alleviate the need for license
" - fee increnses in the future. The
. Trust Fund wns established in
1987 and receives royalties

© from the sale of natural
. resourccs such as tlmber ull
- and gas on lands p

future to bo diverted
to the Protection Fund.

‘Thanks to o powerful offort
by the Michigon United Con-
servation Clubs, that version of
the bill was amended in the
House to the current version,
which also calls for an appro-
priations process, with input
from the public, before & penny
can be diverted from one fund
to the other,

We're fortunate to have such
a group us MUCC supporting
and watching over the rights of
sportsmen in Michigan, With-
out MUCC, our future would
be a little dimmer today,

Even with this legislation,
there likely will be liconse fee
increases in the rear future.
But that's not a bad thing,
cither. Stagnant license sales
and rising inflation certainly
make balancing the DNR bud-
get a cumbersome affair, Peri-
odically” implementing $1
license fee increases generates
millions of dollarg that will be
dearly needed in future years.

Let’s face it, current license
prices ~ $14 for deer licenses,
fishing licenses, smallgame
licenses - ia really quite a bar-
gain, To pay $14 to dnjoy
Michigan's abundant fisherics
is atill 2 l‘untasm deal when

Leglslature delivers Wln
for Michigan sportsmen

some 16,000 animals. Cnnhdn .
geese, nearly noncxistent some
26 years ngo are 8o plentiful

todoy thoy are a cauaing a nui- -

sance in some urban areas.

Wo renlly do have a lot to be’
thankful for, and the DNR can
take much of the credit.But
while we're saying thanks, wo
better say & big ona to MUCC

. for ensuring that our future
will be as bright as the pro-
sent.

Reservation problems

If you've had trouble in
recent days making & camp-
ground reservation through
the DNR's 800-44-PARKS '
number, you're not alone, The:
Department has been . oxperis
encing technical difficultias
with its campground and har-
bor reservation number.

Evidently a train derailment
knocked out major cable and
telophone circuits used by the
system.

*We regret any inconve-
nience and ask that Stato
Parka customers pleasc be
patient with.us while the cir-
cuit domage ia repaired,” said
DNR Porks and Recroation
Bureau Chief Rodney Stokes.

“We hopo the snuutxon is
quickly corrected.”

Intho ime, the DNRu

. with money from the Game

. nnd Fish Protection Fund.

" The Trust Fund has approxi-

. mately. $85 million and inter-
est from that fund is trans-
;. ferred back into the Protection
" Fund to provide additional

- finances to the Dcpm‘tment in
" “lieu of a licenee fee i

punnnts likc a rvund of golf, an
afternoon at Comerica Park or
a concert,

Even if you pay $28 for an all
species fishing license, which
includes trout and salmon, it's
still n heck of a denl that runs
all year long. Thanks to sound
figheries m rac-

" share of revenuc in the Protec-
. tion Fund.
"~ Now that the DNR can take
;. up to $68 million from that fund
- annually, it obviously won't
- - grow. at the rate it hus been,
. about $3 million to $7 million
. annually.
-Whilo that news appears dis-
- “mal, it could have been much
worse. The original bill called
-for o cap of the Trust Fund at
thu current level and for nll

| License fees make up the lion's |

ticea by the DNR, salmon are
plentiful throughout the Great
Lakes, walleyes are stacked
like cord wood in many areas,
and hundreds of inland lakes
hnve benefitted from DNR
g offorts, "

The opportunities arc even

" more abundant in wildlife,
There are more deer and
turkeys in Michigan that there

were at tho turn of the centu:

g The bear populuhlnn is
thri

riving and has grown'te’

.encouraging peoplo to moke
reservations via l.hc lnmmct
at www.michi

Anglers must think small if
they hope to catch big trout

With the dog
days of summer
upon us, it’s
time for the
trout fisherman
to go back to the
drawing board
and come up
with new strate-
gies ta land the
big browns and
brookies.

The recent
summer heat and lack of rain
hos caused the water level to
drop in many of Michigan's most
prestigious trout streams, like
the Manistee and Au Sable
rivers.

Many of the larger trout have
moved into the tributary
streams that remain cooler
because of their reliance on
ground water.

Although the state has been
blessed with a countless number
of these strcama, many anglers
don't think about fishing them.
Not only are they emall in size,
many are also encased by a
canopy of overhanging branches
and choked with downed trees.

Fly fisherman usually aveid
them because there is little room
to cast a fly. But there are other
ways of landing trout than using
a fly.

My fnvonte tcchmque in the
smaller streams is to use a spin-
nmg rod and reel to cast amall
spmnerm There are a number of
on the market, such as

Permit deadline nears

Aug. 1 is the deandline to
apply for a fall turkey permit
and on antlerless deer permit. .
Leftover nntlerless deer per-
mits will go on sale in Septem-
ber, but hunters can apply now
to nearly grantee. themselves a
permit I’nr their desired Door
Management Unit.

When applying, be sure to
check the map carefully as all
.the Deer Management unit
boundnriea hava been thanged,
-o8 have the numbers,” ., .

(Questions and are

the Mecpps and Rooster Tail
brands, but I have always found
Panther Martins to work the
best for trout.

Panther Marting come in vari-
cty of sizes and colors, and I
keep a number of them in my
fishing vest. Sometimea I have to
use several before determining
which one works best for what-
ever the conditions I am faced
with. I have found that different
colors work better for different
times of the day, but it is really a
trinl and error process.

lel.‘ l‘lyﬁahmg though, casting
can be difficult in these

aleo encouraged.’ Send infor.
mation: to: Bill.Parker, clo
Outdnors, 805 E. Mup!e, Birm-
mg}mm Ml 48009)

Rally

AUGUST

4th Annual RE/MAX Ilot Air Balloon
for Children's
at THE OAKLAND COUNTY 4-H FAIR

Miracle Network

3, 4. 85

Contact Denise Felker
call 248~ 634-7899 ror more information.

The CMN Balloon will be
Appearlng Courtesy of
RE/MAX Detroit Mctro

Organized by:

» REZMAX Village Professionals

» Children's Miracle Network

» Oakland Counly 4-H fair Board

- TETHERED RIDES* » 30+ HOT AIR BALLOONS

1er 3 PM Dally (& weather

Springfield Oaks County Park s Admission $7.00 for Balloon Rally and 4-H Fairl
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D is haltway between Flint &

take 1-75 to exil 93 (Dixie Hwy.) right to Davisburg Rd.

left to Andersonville Rd.
turn feft 1/2 mite on right,

take I-75 to exit 98 (Holly Rd.) East to Dixie, South to
Davisburg Rd. turn right 1o Andersonvilla Rd. turn latt 172 mile on right.
From the West take M-59 to Ormond Rd. North to Davisburg Rd. Right to
Andersonville tuen right 172 mile on the right. 1-75 crosses Davisburg Road

but does not have an exit.

Pontiac In Oakland County.
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streams. Getting a lure stuck in
a branch or on o submerged log
is a fact of life. It's going to hap-

pen, so don't gut frustrated when
it docs.

Another technique that can be
employed on these smaller
streams i8 to use worms, Even
though many fly fisherman look
down on anglers who use live
bait, there are many old-timers
who swear by worms.

In the spring, Canton Town-
ship resident Mike Gotts likes to
fish the Manistee River where it
runs through Kalkaska County.
However, in July and August he
moves to one of its tributaries, a
beautiful little stream called Big
Cannon Creek.

Gotts is convinced the best
way to entice a large brookie or
brown trout out of its hole is to
string a couple of leaf worms on
a amal] hook and put it right in
front of the fish.

“When I find & nice hole under
a log, I like to stand upstream
and cast the bait into the cur-
rent. 1 let the current carry the
bait into the hole and let it sit
there. Sometimes it might
or 10 minutes, but sconer or
later the fish gets curious. I find
o lot of times they will nip at the
bait, 80 you have to be ready for
it to strike,” he said.

When we fished Big Cannon a
cnuplo weeks ago, Gotts' tech-
nique proved more succeuful
than mine, While using my spin-
ners, I caught severa) smaller
brookies and had a couple decent
strikes. Gotts, on the other hand,
landed two nice brookies that
went better than 13 inches, one
of which had a nice sized belly.

Whichever technique is used,
the key to landing these fish is te
take your time and walk with

. Because the streams are so
smnll, the fish are casily dis-
turbed when there is movement
either in the water or on the

ank.

When I fish these streams, I
like to take on the same mentali-
ty I would if I were stalking a
deer. Still, a lot of times you
don't see a good hole until you
are on top of it. By that time, it
is often too late.

I can't even cuunt the number
of times I've come across the per-
fect hole, only to get too close

H Although the state
has been biessed with
a countless number of
these streams, many
anglers don't think
about fishing them. Not
only are they small in
size, many are also
encased by a canopy of
overhanging branches
and choked with
downed trees.

and see the dark ehadow of o
large fish dart away. But that is
part of the appeal of fishing such
streams. It gets your blood boil-
ing for the next hole,

When you are able to get ofl’
the perfect cast and your boit or
lure is presented in the right

* way, sooner or later the dark

shadow you see moving through
the water will be fighting on the
end of your line,

(Kurt Kuban is a reporter for
the Plymouth Observer and can
be contacted at (734} 469-2700 or
kkuban@oe.homecomm.nct by
email,

JOHN A. THURBER, Attomney, B4
West Inn‘ Lake Hoad, Buite loo
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ETROIT DUCKY DERBYO

Save the Date: Sunday, August 26, 2001
Kensington Metropark, Maple Beach, Milford, Michigan

11 a.m. -3 pm.

Fun Carnival for entire family ending with
Second Annual Ducky Derby

Many Prizes to win, including a chance to win

ONE MILLION DOLLARS!

chapter of N,
& o 23y,

9"
%S for chitdren's

www.detroitduckyderby.com
Adoption papers are avallable at all
Hiller's Shopping Center Markets
or contact Hadassah at (248) 683-5030 for more Information
All proceeds to benefit Children's Cancer Research
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