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Love blossoms again
in ‘Dangling on a String’

Dangling on & String by Glorla 1 Tina and Bruce are African-American. Tina's par-
ents - Rache! and Byron Lewis, and Bruce's par-
ents - Dan and Maggle Scott, were not
oppressed, lived In good nelghborhoods, and as
Glorla Dunbar writes were ‘aggressive, educated,
talented, goal oriented, and driven to accomplish

a stable and comfortable lifestyle.’

her career. Johnny isn't rs suce-
cessful. Discontent leads to
domestic violence, and diverce.
Still, Johnny honors his commit-
ment, and pays child support.
Lynette, like her mother, gradu-
ates from the University of
Michigan.

Successful lawyer

Bruce groduates from Harvard
Law School and builds a success-
ful law practice in Californin,
His marriage to Marilyn ends in
divorce. He supports their son,
Chuck, who lives in Boston with
his mnther

Bruce and Tina date other peo-
ple after they diverce, but won-
der about each other. Tina was
Bruce's firat love, but she pushed
him away - wanting to be juat
friends. They keep in touch over
the years, and Tina calls him
while she's in Las Vegaa visiting
her friend Charmaine after
Lynette graduates from college.

The outecome is predictable,
and the style of the book ~ flash-
backs between the past and pre-
sent, can be a little annoying,
but there’s a lot to like about
Dangling on a String.

Tina and Bruce are African-
American. Tina's parents —
Rachel and Byron Lewis, and
Bruce’s parents — Dan and Mag-
gie Scott, were not oppressed,
lived in good neighborhoods, and
as Dunbar writes were “aggres-
sive, educated, talented, goal ori-
ented, and driven to accomplish
a stable and comfortable
lifestyle.”

Rachel and Byron Lewis, and
their doughter Tina, Dan and
Maggie Scott, and their son
Bruee, were among the handful
of African American familics Jiv-
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ing in the Detroit Palmer Woods
Community in the 1960s.

Tina and Bruce are excellent
students, they fit in, even though
they're in the minority at Milford
High School where 75 percent of
the student body goes on to col-
lege after graduating.

For those of us who grew in
metro Detroit, one of the most
racially divided regions of the
us., Danglmg on a String is an
education in differences, which is
exactly what Dunbar, who did
some of her research at South.
field-Lathrup High School,
intended.

Premium on education

“African Americans,” she
writes, “are no different than
other groups who put a premium
on cducation, cherish family,
love affectionately and live life to
the fullest.”

The Lewis’ and Scotts nre such
people. They want what's best
for their kids, and raise them to
value education.

Dangling on a String is a good
read, o book you'll have trouble
puttmg down. It's also a
reminder that black and white
aren’t always what thoy seem.

Kecly Kaleski-Wygonik is assis-
tant managing cditor of features
for the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers. She'd love to hear
what you're reading this sum-
mer. Send mini reviews of books
for consideration on the book
page to her at the Observer Netes-
papers, 36261 Schooleraft, Livo- .
nia, Ml 48160, fax (734) 591-
7278 or e-mail
kiwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

Please copy and paste informa-
tion into c-mail, or send as a text

file.

‘That Seventies Cmdy
a laugh-out-loud musical

H In this new twist to the Cinderella story, we get
a glimpse of how Cinderella ended up with her
dysfunctional family. Maura Donovan of Farming-
ton Hills Is delightful as the long-suffering but
patient pint-sized Cinderella.

Trippin’ trio

The stepsisters, played by
Courtney Cagnon of Wayne,
Caitlin Donovan of Farmington
Hills, and-Courtney McKenna of
Farmington Hills, are a trippin'
trio of pratfalls and quick
humor. Aptly named Mary, Mo
and Shirley. they embody the
cnmxc lrndltion of the Threo
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ges with a fc twist,
The gags are fast and funny
from classic one-liners to physi.
cal humor that will leave your
sides weak with laughter.

Narrators

The ever-present Guildling
narrators, Don Andres of Livonin
and Joe Donovan of Farmington
Hills, add to the 19708 flavor
with a running barrage of jokes
s Rowan and Martin of Laugh-
In fame. They tio scenes togeth-
er, and provide a light-hearted
link to the many flashbacks.

In this now twist to the Cin-
derella story, we get a glimpse of
how Cinderella ended up with
her dysfunctional family. Maura
Donovan of Farmington Hills is
delightful as the long-suffering
but patient pint-sized Cinderel-
la. The under-age trio, played by
Carolyn Lusch of Redford, Lau-
racindy Plague of Canton and
Molly Donovan of Farmington
Hills are as funny as their older
alter-egos, filling the stage with
wicked enthusiasm and nasty
pranks,

At the heart of any Cinderelin

* story, of course, is the Prince and

the shoe.

Andres takes it to comic levels
with the Prince identifying
Cindy by the emell of her feet.
Played by Pnul Luoma of Farm-
ington Hills, the Prince delivers
his lines with clever timing and
finesse.

‘The shoe comedy is further
perpetuated by Royal Shoe
Salesman Archie Fallen and his
wife Cornella, delightfully
played by Bill Beumel of Livonin,
and Andrea Hoglen of Plymouth.
‘The King and Queen, played by
Nick Andres of Livonia and
Corinne Fine of Canton, enter-
tain sudiences with their
comedic  cameos. Ashley
Ostrowski's gum-snnpping, ditzy -
delivery aa the royal page is
delivered with bouncy energy.

Another actress of note is the
youngost Cinderelln, played by
Tesen Valentini of Livonin.

Colorful and fun

Kim Donovan’s costumes are
colorful and fun. The set, mod-
oled after the Laugh-In show
oasily facilitates the many rapid
acene changes. The unexpected
sound bites, from the Godfn-
ther’s entry music to tho flash-
back music cues add to the fun.

Sue Suchyta is a Dearborn res-
ident and writes about theater
for the Observer Newspapers.



