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Beautlful: Kayakers enjoy the magnificent waters during a trip to Lake Superior in

northern Ontario.

Call of the wild beckons

kayaker to Lake Superior ;

JON SCUECTER
SPECIAL WRITER

racks of a Jone wolf in
. moist sand were the first

things 1 saw after wig-
gling out of my sen kayak cockpit
in a most undignified manner
‘and stumbling ashore onto an
uninhabited forested island in
_northern Ontario,
- Wilderness guides Cindy and
Kate were amused by my grub-
like contortions of emergence
that delivered me from choppy
waters to terra firma. Politely,
they refrained from comment.
Me, the babbling naturalist, now
o wilderness sca kayak client,

H An expert kayaker | am not; none of our small
group, except for the guldes were. But you do not
need to be a pro to go on a gulded wllderness

adventure,

Tanya is also a skilled and
reapected wildlife biologist. Her
contacts allow for true adven-
tures. Red-necked grebe observa.
tions, meteorite impact sites and
woodland caribou can be on
kayak itineraries.

Or how nbout encounters with
First Nation communities? This
was not a “just get your paddle

near hless with p! in
the wilds of Ontario’s Lake
Superior Archipelago.

Although only a fow hours
‘paddle from our starting point,
:the century old Ressport Inn,
and 200 kilometers from Thun-
‘der Bay, as far as I was con-
cerned, I was light years from
Detroit.

I felt like hugging my guides,
but remained restrained. Well,
:for a while.

: “This is great!” is all 1 could
manage to mumble as I knelt in
sand and placed my hand over n
fresh wolf print, near moose
tracks mind you, and inhaled air
sweet with spruce and cedar
scent. In an hour camp was set,
)l y coffee d.

wet”

Kayaking along the northern
fringe of the Great Lakes, a sys-
tem that holds a fifth of the
world's supply of fresh water,
presents a rugged, yet intimate
look at the constant battle
between the land and the water.

Incredibly clear secluded bays
provided front-row seating to
watch the fiery orange sun extin-
guish herself in Lake Superior.
And when the loons sang on our
final night, and their haunting
melody drifted through that
mystical curtain of darkness, 1
know my eyes were wet with
moisture that had nothing to do
}vith the veil of evening island
fog.
Northern Ontario is a sweet

temptreoss, even if you'never’

hear the how! of a woll.

Jon Schecter is a’ West Bloom-
field resident and writcs trave!
stories for the Observer & Eccen-

During the P brian era,
towering mountain ranges rose
up us the Earth’s crust buckled
and formed what is now the
northern border of our biggest
Great Loke, Superior, And that
is where you paddle; through
rocky arches, dip into sen caves
millions of years qld and just
perhaps forget about cell phones,

Kayaking is the perfect way
for the “waterside” look at these

An expert kayaker I am not;
none of our amall group, except
:for the guides were. But you do
‘not necd tobecaprotogoon a
‘guided wilderness adventure if
_you select outfitters with care,
- Leﬁ you wonder, prev_ious
- or

-is a great asset and you should
‘be in good physical shape, for

:northern Ontario, no matter how

-easy it may be to reach by air, is
-wilderness, and wilderness and
cold Lake Superior can be unfor-
giving. Be honest when you book
a journey and you'll have the
best time,

At that moment of first wolf
track encounter I realized that if
you want to feel the excitement
of kayaking in the greatest body
of Canadian freshwater that
snuggles up to Michigan, then
you'll do well to contact what the
Ontario Tourism Industry calls
‘an *Inbound Receptive Tour

«Operator for Outdoor Adventure
-and Eco-Tourism for Northern

ntario.
. Follow this littlo hint - you
‘really should - and you will be
i d in an i that

lar glacially serapped
peaks of rugged beauty, impossi-
ble to view trailside, where pio-
neering bright orange lichens
cling to barren rocks,

Senior guide Kate Freeman
explained how gulls perched on
rocks added natural nutrients to
the process, But {t's hard to pay
attention when Bald Eagle soars
over evidence of tremendous
upheavals and fierce storms.,

Just beyond the dramatic
shoreline lics the boreal forest
that cradles much of the 3,800

kilometer long Great Lakea Her.

itage Coast, a magnificent region
focused on ecosystem protection
and made up of Crown land,
provincial parks, protected areas
and conservation rescrves, and
has the involvement of 24 First
Nation communities,
A land of black bear, moose,
ic cedar woods, bling
aspen that dance to the lightes
breeze, beaver and bobeat. Some
sny cougars stalk the woods, And
I know ravens and spirits watch
all travelers.

Eco-travel is education

'extends beyond the paddle’s
splash, A world swesh with a
rainbow of rocks and human and
;natural history unlike any park
‘you might find at home beckons,
Sea kayaking, waing long sleck
craft that are 16 to 18 feot long
-and designed for oceans and tho
Great Lokes, unlike sharter
recreational kaynks, is the door
‘of discovery for this great
- archipolago.
Keeping promises
Blus Loon Adventures, an eco-
tourjam organizer that works
closely with Tourism Thunder
Bay, kept promises, All of them.
Everything Blue Loon gi

forning coffee with my over-
smiling guide Cindy Collina, who
turned out to be a fellow outdoor
recreation major, gleaned me a
survival tidbit in the unlikely
event of a black bear attack.

Fight back hard!

According to a wilderness first-
aid guide, if you play dond a
hungry black bear will *just
begin to eat you." But keep in
mind black bears are uaually
content with blueberries and fat
grubs, Sea kayakers are not pre-
ferred entrées.

Loons were welcomed compan-
fona. These magnificent birds of
the north that can submerge like
a submarine by mntmlli!\g their

director Tanya Wheeler
promised during e-mail planning
atages came true among the
-islands of dreams,

Y were ur-
ing dayhnht hours. But dusk

‘| fiights from Detroit to Thunder

trie Newsp 8.

Northern Ontarlo
Sea Kayaking Adventure

GETTING THERE .
Air Canada offers convenlent

Bay through Toranto. Be sure
to bring a passport or phota
1.D, with an original or certi-
fied birth certificate and check
exact locatlon of Detrait
Metro departure terminal for
Air Canada. Location varles,
Call {888) 247-2262 or visit
www.alrcanada.ca
NORTHERN ONTARIO
ADVENTURE PLANNER

Blue Loon Adventures,
RR#7, 4398 Highway 61,
Thunder Bay, Ontarioc P7C
5V5, Canada

E-mall:
tuckercr@tbaytel.net,

www,blueloon.baynet.net,
call (888) 846-0067, or fax
{807)964-2823

8lue Loon Adventures spe-
ciallzes In “Outdoor Adventure
and Tour Packages for North-
westarn Ontario” including
magnlficent provincial and
national parks, polar bear
viewlng, red-necked grebe
research fleld trips, birding,
<catch and release fly fishing,
dog sledding, historical sites
and fascinating First Nation
Lands.

TOURISM IN TRUNDER BAY

For Information on eco-
tourlsm and outdoor adven-
ture, parks, camping, hotels,
and Northern Ontario destina-
tlons contact Tourism Thunder
Bay, {800) MOST-FUN or
www.VisltThunderBay.com

THE ROSSPORT INN:
Overlooking Lake Superlor
and the Rassport Islands, and
nestled In the pristine Canadi-

an witdemess, the Rossport
Inn is the oldest hotel on the
north shoro. Bullt in 1884 1o
accommodate passengers on
the Canadian Paclfic Railway,
the inn malntains Jts charm,
Call (877) 824-4032 or visit

on.ca for

brings magic and at the
of duak loons become shadowy
ghosts of wildness.
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