The Observer & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, JULY 29, 2001

(F)AS

SiZZIQ from page Al

very, very busy - probably the
busiest we've been in five years,”
snid Jim Boduch, a manager
with Farmington Hills air condi-
tioning snles/repair firm Dan-
boise and Son, on Grand River,

“Just the last two wecks we've
had 300-400 calls per week
reloted to air cundxtmmng. com-
mercinl and residential,” he said,
adding there were so many calls
that people were put on a week-
long waiting list.

During hot weather, Boduch
anid you can't have enough tech-
nicians, “You jump at the ones
who walk through the door who
are qualified to do the work."

Boduch said people mistakenly

Yet, the hot spell was just
business as usual for some oth-
ers, “Renlly, hot weather docan't
affect us; we don't have irriga-
tion systems in both of our
parks,” said Kevin Gushman,
Farmington director of public
works. He said parched grass
“stays dried out until it raine.”

Gushman snid pleasant sum-
mer weather does encourage
more people to use Shinwassee
or Drake Parks. The effect is
that mere staff hours aro devot-
ed to maintaining public
restrooms and baschall fields.

While some say-the hot spell
was the most scvere in the last
few years, aid, “It's

think air cenditioner problems
can be solved by adding more
freon. “A lot of people think you
can just charge an AC unit,” he
snid. But it's more likely that a
system is leaking freon.

He urges changing furnace fil-
ters twice a year and making
sure the outside unit is clean.

‘The heat kept things hopping
at Dammaon Hardware in down-
town Farmington as well.

*“We did very, very well with
garden hoses and sprinklers,”
snid Brinn Bursen, stere super-
visor. “The fans were going out
the door extremely quickly, too.
Last summer it was cool most of
the summer. During that hot
two-weck period, we probably
went through ax many fans as
we did all of lost year,”

Park usc up

definitely not as severe as back
in those drought years,” in the
late ‘80s. He noted that water
restrictions remain in effect.

Dan Rooney, Farmington Hills
superintendent of public works,
Baid some grassy arens he's in
charge of maintaining have gone
brown, “Our experience indi-
cates the roots are hearty and
able to survive, In ‘88 there was
an extended very hot drought,
un‘((i] the lawns camo back,” ho
snid,

Power stays on

Detroit Edison spokesman
Scott Simon said no power out-
ages occurred in greater Farm-
ington during the hot spell, but
minor outages happened clse-
where in metro Detroit,

“We've been planning for load
growth the past several years
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Medicare plan uffecu\e Aug

dlrectnr of M- CAHE. “We are,

OHficinls snid the d
sparked by low federnl reim-
ment rates and the possi-
bility that a significant number
of new members could burden
the system,

The move was also sparked
“by recent actions by other
Medicare+Choice providers in
the metropolitan Detroit area.”

h to maintain
these pruducts in 2002, at n time
other managed care organiza-
tions are dropping theirs due to
reimbursement payments from
the federal government that are
not keeping pace with medical
costa.

“Our decision to temporarily
stop enrollment also helps us

The pany said the cb

“will not cause any current M-
CARE Medicare+Choice mem-
bers to lose their coverage.”

“It was a difficult decision to
stop enrollment in what we
know are desirable plans for
Medicare-eligible residents of
southeastern Michigan,” said
Zelda Geyer-Sylvia, executive

to provide quality ser-
vices for our current members,”
she snid.

For more information, M-
CARE members can enll M-
CARE customer service at (734)
332-2998 or toll free at (800)
228-8664 Monday through Fri-
day frdm 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Is Your Child Achieving Their Academic,

Social & Physical Potential?

Located in the 72.000 acre Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore.
On the shores of Lake Michigan & on the banks of the Crystal River.

Leelanau is Nonhern Michigan's premicre 9-12 grade boarding & day schoal.
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Special Features:

12:1 Student/Teacher Ratio
Individuatized/Personal Aention
100% Cullege Placement

Excellent athletic facilities & programs
Classes in theatre. visual ans & music
Enroliment limited to 150 students
Mot faculty live un campus

cullege prep 3

+ A full range of academics with a special focus on the scicnces

Family Advisory Units to nurture each child

wwwleelanau.org

Now accepting applications for the Fall 2001 school year until
September 30th
For more infatmation, please call §00-533-5262
Teather M. Sack, Dircctor of Admissions
One 01 Homestead Road, Glen Atbor, M1 49636

I

nnd added new generators and
increased transmission capaci-
ty,” Simon said. “We apend
about $500 million a year to
improve our distribution system
and maintain it, but because it is
mechanical equipment it can
break down.”

He urges customers to post-
pone using larger appliances
including washers, dryers and
dishwashers outside the peak
hours of 2-8 p.m., and to.general-
ly watch their cleetricity usage
in summer.

Nearly 280,000 metro Detroit
Edison customers participate in
interuptible air conditioning pro-
grams. Those who aign up get o
lower rate or up to a $40 rebate,
and Edison can shut off their air

inut

wenlhcr “actually hurts busi-
ness.”

“Basically when it's too hot
people complain the ice cream
melts too fast,” she said.

On this summer afternoon,
people walk on blacktop stained
darker here and there with ice
cream spills. Young kids some-
times drop the whole works.

*That hoppens all the time.
Then the tears start, We make
them another one,” Crespi said.

CAMPUS PIPELINE

MADONNA DEAN'S LIST
The following students were
named to the dean's list at

for 15 peri-
ods.

Health concerns

Farmington Hills EMS coordi-
nator Kevin Bersche reported,
“We have not seen EMS-wise
very many heat-specific related
events, I's kind of a normal flow
for us, People are denling with
the heat and dry spell really
well,

“The primary thing is to stay
hydrated and make aure you're
taking enough fluids in. That's
your best protective mecha-
nism,” Bersche snid. If you must
be outdoors, know a cool place
where you can take a break
when needed.

“At the first sign of any symp-
toma — muscle cramps or a pro-
found fatiguo sensation comes
aver you or if you begin to feel
light-headed or nouscous — enll
911 and have us come out,” he
said,

Sitver Dairy ice cream vendor
Cindy Crespi said very hot

Mad University for the
epring semester:

Julia E. Alschul; Beth Z.
Comal; Ellen Engelinn Ely;
Karla Ann Fischer; Loura
Anne Judge; Denisc L. Kim-
bell; Jennifer A. Loberman;
Rachael E. Luknsink; Eric J.
Ming; Annctte R. Peruchietti;
Sarah L. Schuster; Debornh
K. Thams and John' J. Truitt.
NORTHWESTERN DEAN'S

Jennifer Ruff of Farmington
Hills was recently named to the
dean's list at Northwestern Uni-
versity's Medical School of Jour-
nalism in Evanston, Ill. She is
the doughter of Gary and Betty
Ruflf and will be starting her
junior year this fall.

JOHNSON & WALKES DEAN'S

Nicole Scmposki of Farming-
ton and Alison Barney of Farm-
ington Hills were among those
named to the dean's list for
spring term at Johnson &
Walkes University in Provi-
dence, R.I.

Got news? Call 248-477-5450.
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Is becoming

Wanna feel this good
about your bank‘?

All it takes is a little"ICF- .
Get Totally Fres Checking plus early bird

drive~In hours open at 7:30 am., -
Monday - Saturday.

- No wonder we're geltmg a repumhon as




