Guest con-
ductor
Peter
Qundjian
leads the
getroi)t
symphony
Orchestra .
in “Best of Emmanuelle Bolsvert
Baroque,” featuring DSO
concertmaster Emmanuelle
Boisvert, 8 p.m. at the Mead-
ow Brook Music Festival.
Tickets $10-$56, (313) 576-
5111 or (248) 645-6666.

Local blues musician Robert
Jones performs and talks
about the origins of this truly
American music during
Celebration of
Emancipation, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. at Greenfield Village in
Dearborn, (313) 271-1620.

Synry

lel Hildebrandt hosts a ben-
efit performance featurin
eight local comedians includ-
ing JR Remick of Westland,

8 p.m. at Ann Arbor Comedy
Showcase. Tickets $10, call
{734) 996-9080.

The St. Andrewa Socxety
[Detrmt presents the
Annual Highland,
Games 9 a.m. to 5 p.m,
. 4 at

e
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BY SHARON DAIlﬂAY -
AFF WRITER,

e wonfen tensingly drew veils benenth their
kohl rimmed eyes and twirled across the floor
inn hlu; of pastel, spangles and gold.

Their lnycred dresses, all tulle, silky and stud-
ded with sequins, shimmered and floated along
with each move.

Portraying enchantresses, they posed and
stepped gracefully, ereating an exotic tableau dur-
ing a rchearsal in the Southfield Civic Center

Pavilion. b
As ono observer
Shiksha A
What: Nadanta, an indian dance | Femarked, undér
troupo, potforms o full tength proper stage light-
dance-drama, Shiksho, based on | ing at Meadow
1he Four Noble Truths taught by | Brook Theater this

Buddha, weckend, the scene
When: 3 and 7 p.m., Salurdoy; | i) oo “celestial,”

g(f'm" Sundoy; 2 p.m., Sept. almost heavenly.
Where: Shows this woekend are | It's a fitting
8t Meadow Brook Theatre oa description for s

the Osktand Universlty College | dance show about
campus, Rochester Hills. The Buddha and his

group performs next month at .
the Mll:hlznn Theatar, In Ann path to enlighten

ment.
Tickets: $17, $27 and $47. Canl | “Buddha was born
(313) 565-4301. and raised in India,
Four Noble Truths: Life [s We're trying to show
suffering. Cravings and the stories and

ottachments ate the source of
suffering. There Is & way to d‘ﬂnL‘el and m
overcome suffering. That way ls | Si0N8 ArOUNX

the Eightfold Path: Right youth and his
understanding, thinking, cnlightenment,”
spesch, attitude, livalihood, explained Chaula
effort, mindtuiness and Thacker, chorcogra-
concentration. pher, teacher and

Graceful: Nad d Guryan Malik
(front) of. Bloomﬂe[d Hxlls, Neha Gupta of

Grosse Isle, Jaya Badhwar of Riverview
and Rutvee Desai of Troy strike a pose.

Nadanta dancers retell the
life and teachings of Buddha

{ pher and

In rehearsal:
Choreogra-

teacher,
Chaula
Thacker, fine
tunes a part

founder of Nadanta, a Southficld-based Indian
dance troupe,

“Buddha's philosophy is one thing. How to show
it in dance is another. We're doing it all with move-
ment and dance.”

Mirimal dislogue connocts some scenes,.
although muaic, dance and costume convey the
story line,

*“When we do a dance drama, wo like to show
classical, folk, even creative dances. Some are ritu-
ol dances,” Thacker said, "We start with a purely
classical dance. Toward the end, when we show
{Buddhism's) eight-fold path, we literally have
eight women dancing with eight
layers of saris.”

A full cast, including Thacker's
dance studenta and Nadanta's
mare experionced ensemble per-
formers, will present Shiksha: The
Trachings of Buddha at 3 p.m.,
Sunday, in Meadow Brook Theater
on the Oakland University campus
in Rochester Hills. The ensemble
alone will perform two shows, at 3
p.m,, and 7:30 p.m.,, on Snturdu
Tickots are $17, $27 and $47, nvml-
able by calling (313) 565-4301.

Raja Jaikumar, o Farmington
Hills resident and a manufacturing
engineer for General Motors, plays
Buddha. He discovered Nadanta
through a friend while searching
for n tangibla link to his native
India.

“I see it a9 a way to uphold my

culture in the littlo way that 1 can. EYe candy: Costuming creates a rainbow of color and
Ifyou don't, you'll lose it," he said. texture as dancers step into a folk routine.

*This is probably the most challenging produc-
tion ever done because this topic is so widespread.,
Everyeno knows about Buddha, but it's a chal-
lenge to present it in a danco way. I've never seen .
a dance drama based on the tenchings of Buddha,” L

- Although the troupe it non-sectarian secu- A
lar, a membar wrote to the Dalai Lama about the
show. The Tibetan spiritual leader sent his bless-
ings,

“We don't support or oppose any religion,”
Jnik}:nmur noted. “Thia ia purely a cultural or artis-
tic show.”

Plcase sco NADANTA, B2

hands-cn exhibits, a planetarium, IMAX
Dot Theatrs, traveling sclance BY SH.ARON DARGAY
displays, leacning laboratorlos for
demonstrations In life scence,

develon motor skills, & cafe and gift

The DetroRt Sciance Center (ot | 88

slectricity and magnatism, mechanics Catherine Waller of Rochester Hills didn't plan to buy a
and metion, classrooms, & chikken's new Detroit Science Center membership last week.

goliery with sciencebased play Noither did Heidi Butcher of Taylor.

activities to help young children

*I was here a long time ago and it wasn't that impressive,”
Butcher recalled. “And then I found out they were refurbish-
ing and figured that once it opened, we'd take a look.”

But Butcher couldn't wait. Discovering that Bill Nye, host
Frigay, 10 |.nw ﬂ M., sanndty. of a popular television show, Bill Nyt the Science Guy, would
110 m-&um<msm ot Warren pﬁrf:qrm ;t a mnnlxberg only event in ;I‘w nxgnnded center,

she bought a year-fong family membership aight unseen.
m » Cullurs Carter, (333) 873 Waller, whose t.wngbuya Xlsu watch Nye's show, did the

Is focated et Famsworth end Joba R. Hul their hero,” Waller explained. She signed up for a
The foa 1 $3 membership on the apot at the center's members-only Sneak
mﬁ mm- ::ﬁtﬂ\;ﬂl . Peck Preview Party, one of severa! eventa that brought mellro
zzm' i+ Al memooes are admitted m:::l&;u into the newly refurbished and expanded fucn ity
m&pla:cn mm%' o ") *“It's been a long time since T've been here,” Waller noted,

the IMAX Dome Thestre .mm:ﬁ" watching her sons spin disks on a turntable in a hands-on
Doce Planetardum. Free sudscripon to | exhibit about centrifugal force.

newrsletter, disoounts at @R shop and *I used to come here when I was o kid, It doesn’t ook like
Invitations to anything I remember. It's awesomo now.™

vidual, $45; individusl She and hundreds of others who attended n members pre-
plus guest, us. family, $70; tamily viow last week became re-ncquainted with the 26-year old
phus two guests, $90; premium family museum in Detroit's Cultural Center. Teachers from through-

). $150,

mmonmsameecen | ‘Awegsome’ Science Center redo draws crowds

STAFT PHOTO BV JTRRY ZOLTORY |

Seelng the light: Nathan Fouratt, 8, Farmington Hills,
checks out an electricity display during a members® .,

Ploase 555 CERTER B2 preview at The New Detroit Science Center in Detroit. |




