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But Thacker hopes audiences
ace more than ethaic dance in
lavish costuming,

*“I want them to sce the dlnce

Thacker practiced and now
teaches Bharat Natyam, one of
the seven clossical styles of Indi-
an danco. Ench style differs in

ic origin, han

company as a donce
committed to dance, Yes, we am
from India, but that’s not our
only message, [ want to be a part
of the dance community. We
have made a commitment as
dancers and actors.”

Thacker, who holds an under-
graduate degree in microbiology,
grew up dancing, the doughter of
a mother who sang and a father
who loved music.

“Three generations in my fam-
ily went to the same inatitute of
music and dance,” she noted, “1
ot n degree from dance school.
It was a deep study in dance.”

gesture and foot work, Bharat
Natyom came from acuthern
Indian temples where practition-
ers danced as a form of worship.

Building a foundation

Thacker’s students train in
Bharat Natyam, building o foun-
dation in proper Indian dance
technique that cnables them to
stay “focused and flexible.”

“They can learn folk dances in
literally no time,” Thacker said.
Rutvee Besesai, 17, a Troy

High Schoo! student nnd n mem-
ber of Nadanta's ensemble,

center from page Bl

l‘) want them to see the dance company as a
dance company, committed to dance. Yes, we are
from India, but that's not our only message. |
want to be a part of the dance community. We
have made a commitment as dancers and actors.’

Chaula Thacker
Choreographer

prefera classical dance.

“We have specific hond ges-
tures we use. There are nine dif-
ferent expressions and strue-
tured eye movements nnd head
muwman, vhe explained, “It's
fun. It gives you a way to express
yourself differently,”

Like ballerinag, classical Indi-
an dancers learn diatinct foot

and body movements, including
the deop knee bends known as
plie” in ballet,

Thacker took ballot classes
after moving to the United
States with her husband in
1977. She also taught dance
workshops at several colleges
and took on a part time faculty
position at Oakland University.

She founded Nadonta as &
dance institute and non-profit
cultural organization in 1980,
carning support from the Michi.
gan Council for the Arts and
Cultural Affairs. Southficld
Parks and Reereation and The
Council of Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans co-sponsor the group. .

Touring group

Thacker also organized the
performing ensemble as a tour-
ing group. Members have per-
formed in Moscow, Leningrad
and Copenhagen. They've
appeared at the Detroit Festival
of the Arts, at community festi-
vals and for cultural diversity
events.

Although most Nadanta mem-

hors claim some lndhm clhnlc
a few are
who simply love dancing.

Cynthia Massenberg of Novi,
who also performs with a Fla.
menco dance troupe, snys tho
Bharat Natyam sharpened and
improved her Flamenco tncfx
nique.

Victoria Chehade of Whiv.n
Lake tried o few classes alter her
blonde-haired daughter, Kahlia,;
8, began studying with Thacker.

“They have 27 finger positions
you have to learn, Just being
able to do the hand and arm
movements at the same time any
add eye movoments really cen-
ters you,” Chehade said. “It's
such an old dance. It enllvcns
the spirit.”

out southenstern Michigan Fri-
day toured the building, which
has expanded from 9,000 to
110,0000 square feet. A free, 32-
hour public open house brought
thousands to the center lost
weekend to try hands-on dia-
plays in six different exhibit
arens, sec guest performers and
watch Journey into Amazing
Caves ot the IMAX Dome The-
atre.

Patrons, braving a blazing sun
and humid, hot temperatures,
waited for admission in lines
that stretched along John R and
Farnsworth ench day of the cele-
bration. They sipped juice and
pop, munched snacks and lis-

g@g

DAt s

ao® oot
700 ot e
“\B“:\ oG9
o

5000
wge

N

* Vidoo Arcades » Pang Rides
. »White Elephant Sales

(50'% & 60 5 Music)
ECHOES OF UKNAINE
DANCE EMSEMBLE

tened to music wafting from the
adjacent parking lot, which had
taken on a featival atmosphere
with food, art and information
booths,

Members wha attended the
preview party found no lines out-
gide the building, but queued at
the mnshed potato, beef, hot dog,
salad and dessert bars that dot-
ted the events lobby.

Appetite for science

Dan and Palma Fouratt of
Farmington Hilla, who rencw
their membership every year,
said the center helps feed their
son and daughter's nppetites for
science.

15th Aun

“The kids like it,” Don said,
*And we've gone to other science
centers with this membership
when we've traveled,”

*It opens doors to places other
cities that you probably wouldn't
visit otherwise,” his wife agreed.

Their ecight-year-old son,
Nathan, described the refur-
bished center as “cool.”

“T like it all,” he said.

His parents gave the renova-
tion a thumby up, teo.

“It’s a whale lot more colorful
here,” his father said. “Before it
was kind of drab.”
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A powerful exhibition of
African American photography
from 1842 through today,
featuring early daguerreotypes,
the Harlem Renaissance,

contemporary viewpoints,
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Don't worry You'll find lots of
color, activity and hands-on fun
during the center's regular oper-
ating hours: -

Activities

W Journey into Amazing Caves
takes viewors on a cinematic
Jjourney into underground vaults,
labyrinths of ice and unmapped
chambers with expedition lead-
ers Dr, Hazel Barton and Nuncy
Aulenbach. The film, shown on
the 3 1/2- story IMAX Dome The-
atre screen, runs hourly from 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Monday to Thurs-
day, 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Fridays, 11
a.m.-8 p.m, Saturdays and noon-
4 p.m., Sundays.

M Preschoolers con atrengthen
their motor skills on science-
related play equipment in the
Ameritech Children's Gallery,

B In the General Motors
Motion Laboratory, visitors can
demonstrate aerodynamics by
operating & mode! airplane
encased in a wind tunnel. Or
they can crank gears, lift a 1,000
pound block with a lever and
reassemble houschold items into
different objects, among other
activities.

® Pound a drum set, play a
laser harp, reflect, refract and
seatter light through learning
displays in the Waves and Vibra-
tions Labaratory.
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ts Derek Wood,

ter residi

Playing with scl

night at the

@ Life Sciences Laboratory
houses an interactive waterfall
that cascades three stories, rain
forest displays and n demonstra-
tion area.

B Visitors see lightning bolts

R
10, (left) and his friend, Jaime Geddes, 7, spin disks dt
an exhibit about motion. Derck's mom, Catherine
Waller, accompanied the boys to a members’ preview
'ew Detroit Science Center. :

and other electrical phcnomunu
during Sparks Theater demon-
strations, in the Matter and
Energy Lnbomtnry. Hands-on
exhibits include a wind turbine,
hot air balloon and tornado
chamber.

more

Ticksts avallabie ol &l Ticketmasters locations, Hudson's,
Harmony Houss, o charge by phone a1 (248) 645-6666,
The Roya! Oak Theatre is avallable for private events. For
Information Ronda Lee al (248) 544.7049.




