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M The following is the second
and final profile of artists per-
forming at this weekend's Mekka
Festival in Detroit.

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
BTAYY WRITER

sensola@oe.homecomm.net

ZIf you've never scen the
Detroit Grand Pubnhs, you've
never seen anything like this.

.. The Pubahs - Mack Goudy Jr.,
Letter known as Paris The Black
Fu, and Andy “Dr. Tocfinger”
Toth met while working at Royal
Ouk's D'Amntos restaurant four
years ngo. Together, the duo mix
sparse and funky electro-beats
with satirical lyrics and outra-
geous showmanship,

In the beginning, they didn’t
know it would work, “We actual~
ly didn't know we would work
well together,” said Paris, speak-
ing from his home, “I had been
DJing for years. Ho had heard
dbout me. He was studying ... to
be an engincer, working on
tracks and stuff.”

Inspired by heavy-hitters like
Prince, and funkmasters like

roit Gfand Pub

George Clinton and Rick James,
Paris learned a little something
about nuasnces in music. But his
over-the-top attitude is pure
punk rock, which he prefors in
the form of The Clash and Iggy
Pop. Tosa a little Devo and The
Doors into this mix and you'll
almost be able to hear why the
Pubah’a sound is so hard to pin-
point, Paris ealls it “funkno” and
ita available in full form Tues.
day, Aug. 7 on the Jive Electro
release, Funk All Yall.

“It just comes off the top of my

head,” snid Paris of his hilarious,
often tawdry talent as the
groups chief wordsmith. “I don't
write lyrics 88 percent of the
time, I just go in and whatever
the track says to me, whatever
the track makes me feel (comes
out).”
. While I can’t detail his sub-
Jjects of choice, let it be known if
the Pubahs made movies, they’d
be lucky to get an R rating.

Its all done with an air of
humor. Part comedy-duo, part
funkno sensation, the Pubahs
have the market cornered when
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ahs turn up

it comes to flair. Last year's cult
favorite on the dancefloor, Sand-
wiches sent hends spinning with
its faltering vocordered vocals
and tasty beats,

The Detroit Grand Pubahs
were picked up by Jive Electro
Records two years ago after DJ
Brian Gillespie released their
work on his Throw label. Paris
Baya not much has changed. “It's
given me the opportunity to trav-
el g little bit more, Other than
that, I'm still broke,”

The duo has been both
embraced and slighted in its
hometown. When Sandwiches
broke and Jive caught onto the
act, words like one-hit-wonder
were tossed around. But Paris
believes it was just egos talking.
He's proud of the work on Funk
All Yall. *I think it will eurprise
a lot of people,” he said. *I think
it's gonna do really well.”

This time around, though, the
Pubnhs dabble in a variety of
styles. Dr. Bootygrabber will
maoke you laugh and blush, “It's
about a guy who has his own
practice in bootyatrics,” is Paris’s

“the funk

best explanation. “My Tavorite

track is Funk All Yall,” he said.
*It's a little bit more involved.”

When the Pubahs aren’t mak.
ing you giggle, they’re making
you think. After School Special,
recorded with guest vocals by
Miss Kitten, takes a cold, dispir-
ited trip through life as a prosti-
tute.

The Pubahs reach their audi-
ence through music and show.
It's not unusual to eatch Paris
sporting o thong, or even a dia-
per. “I've always worn cos-
tumes,” he said. *I'd go out wear-
ing a full beard, just to get a
response from people.”

It took Andy a little while to
warm up to tho idea of dressing
up. “Ho didn’t know what he
wanted to do. He had to find his
style.”

Whatover they wear, the
Dotroit Grand Pubshs are, as
Paris said, “bringing fun back to
music.” .

See the Detroit Grand Pubahs
at Mekka, along with Danny
Tenaglia, Doc Martin, Armand
Van Helden, Josh Wink, Junior

Lounge act: Andy “Dr. Toef:

Black Fu are the Detroit Grand Pubahs, bringing elec-
tro-funk straight to you at Mekka. .

Sanchez, Derrick Carter, H-
Foundation, Stacey Pullen, Roni
Size, Talib Kweli, DJ Jazzy Jeff,
DJ Assault and mgre, Noon, Sat-

nger” Toth and Paris The -,

urday, Aug. 4, Fairgrounds
Park, 8 Mile and Wnodwarnf
Ave., Detroit. All ages. Tickéts
$50. Call (248) 645-6666.

MUSIC NEWS

Small Craft Sighting

After whispers and growing
curiousity, LOGIC opens its
doors this weckend. A combina-
tion of performance space, art
gallery, and digital recording
studio, LOGIC is located in a
fourth-floor loft of Detroit's Cary
Building, 228 Gratiot Ave.

The space supports local and

UBA TODAY. Lurry Klng

national hip-hop, electronic, and
underground rock artists.

This weekend, LOGIC pre-
seats o four-day festival open to
music fans of all ages. Doors
open at 7 p.m. and admission is
$5 per night. A weekend pass is
available for $10.

“THE SGORE 1S A TWISTING GAPER WITH
. W SWITCH THAT WILL BLOW YOU AWAY.
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Temptation Review
featuring Dennis Edwards
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Herb Reed

“Cant't

Next To You”

“Clond Nine”
“Papa was a Rollin’
Stone”

& The Platters

“The Great Pretender”
“Ouly You"
“The Magic Touch”

Saturday, Aug. 11 ¢ 7:30pm

Get tickets at faxrfiel.com, The Palsca and DTE Energy
Music Thestrs Box Otfices and all tiokwtmaster.

Charge st (248) 845.6666. g
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Here's the lineup:

Friday, Aug. 3
Few and Far Between
Capture the Flag
Small Craft Sighting
Radio Holidoy
Red Reaction

Saturday, Aug. 4
Us Ecstatic
Presidio
Recorder
Kevin Boyer

FINALLY A GOMEDY 10 KIGK AND
Sunday, Aug. 5 5"”’” Ap M fﬂ.’
April in Athens
Small Craft Sighting
Emanuel Nico
The Falling
All Pain Aside

Monday, Aug. 6
DMS (ex-american football)
Showshane
Adam's Castle
The New Grenada
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The New Rascals

with original members Gene Cornish & Dino Danelli

ROOVIN'+ GOOD LOVIN'+ A GIRL LIXKE YOU + I'VE BEEN LONELY TOO LONG
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Buy tickets at eZRBTMaster, The P
Theatre Box Offices and fLcfi.com. Charge (248) 643-8688,

formerly Pine Knob Music Theatrs
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