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Souvenlrs: Yukari Ina and Norik Mashimo look
over ¢ book Norma Sass brought from her trip.

BONNTAG

Pleture (t:
Yukari Ina
and Norik
Mashimo of
Japan met
recently with
Norma Sass,
principal of
Beechview Ele-
mentary school
to see photos
and other sou-
venirs that
Norma
brought back
with her after
her two week
trip, sponsored
by an
exchange pro-
gram that
helps Ameri-
can teachers
better serve
Japanese stu-
dents.
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East to west

Exchange helps principal understand Japanese culture

gTY SUE BUCK
sbuck@oe.homecomm.net

Traveling to n foreign country
on vacation is a short-lived expe-
rience, Moving to a foreign coun-
try can be a life-altering adven-
ture.

A group of local women have
learned both can be educational
experiences.

Norma Jean Sass, principal of
Beechview Elementary in Farm-
ington Hills for eight years,
recontly met with parents
Yukari Ina and Noriko Mashimo
when she returned from a trip to
Japan.

Sass found the trip particular.
1y worthwhile because
Beechview hns a newcomer cen-
ter for elementary age children
who are newly arrived from for-
oign countries, like those from
the Ina and Mashimo families.
About 28 languages are apoken
at Beechview,

After a year there, the chil-
dren are placed in their home-
area school.

Sasa traveled courtesy of the
Japanese Business Society of
Detroit, which sent nine educa-
tors from the Oakland County
area. Hor husband, David, was
among the three spouses who

paid their own way at a coat of
The Sasses don't speak
Jnpanese but learned *survival
Japancse” and found a wide
varioty of cultural experiences.
“Everything was arranged for
ua so we got to really see Japan,”
Sass soid. “I have a much
greater sense of the history of
the country and their cultural
roots. They felt nnd lived their
passion for that. They are the
must gracious, kind and accom-
modating people,” B

Lessons for Beechview

Sasas wants cveryone who
walks into Beechview to feel the
same kind of thing. “Wo have
zero-Engliah families,” she sald.
*Their first oxperience in the
Unjted States is oftentimes with
ua. : :

Sass now knows nt least a few
words of Japanese and haa an
understanding of what it feels
like when “you can't read any
signs and don't know any lan-
gunge.”

She realized how tired a per-
son hccor’ncsﬂjust trying to

n
“Just to pny attention is a huge
task,” she said. “You are watch.
ing other people to take your
cues.”

Sass placed her reataurant
ordera by pointing to plastic
food. Members of her group
placed an order for chicken, for
axample, by wild flapping of
their arms - like wings,

“We got some things, we didn't
always know what they were,”
Sass laughed. “The waiters
helped us out by just bringing
things. We don’t know what one
girl said, but she got three heap-
ing trays of tomatoes.”

‘The two-weck trip included a
trip to Tokyo and to Tsuruoka,
which was more rural. They
stayed with a host family.

Sasa learned traditional
Japanese calligraphy, flower
arranging, about the kimono, a
long robe with wide sleeves and
the tea ceremony.

Both the Ina and Mashimo
families, here on company trans-
fers, have been in the United
States two and four years
reapectively. Yukari Ina and
Noriko Mashimo are stay-at-
home moms.

Their husbands, both engi-
neers, are Katsuhiro Inn,
employed by Denao in South.
field, and Ryo Mashimo, who
works for Calsonic in Farming-
ton Hills, Typically, they said,
company transfers last three to
five years.

Farmington Hills police offer $4,000
reward in Standard Federal bank robbery

Farmington Hills Police nre
looking for a man who on Friday
robbed Standard Federal Bank
at 11 Mile and Middlebelt

inches to G-feet-11 inches, and
about 170 pounds, He was wear-
ing n short-sleeve shirt over a
white T-shirt, denim shorts,
‘white gym shoes and a white

The robbery b d at 3:56
p.m. The robber entered the
bank and stood in line, police
said. When he reached the
teller, he handed her a note that
implied he had n gun and that
he wanted money, police said.

A $4,000 reward is being
offered for information leading
to the arrest of the bank robber.

He is described ns 18 to 23
yeara of nge, black, brown oyed
and light akinned with a light
mustache and goatee, 5-fect-9

ball cap with an unk

logo.

The teller handed the man
some money, and he walked out
of the bank, heading north,
police said.

The FBI and corporate securi-
ty are nlso investigating the
cnse.

Anyone with information on
the cose can call the Farmington
Hilla Police Department nt (248)
473-9600.

.
On tape: Security cameras
took this picture of the
bank robbery suspect.

BUSINESS NEWS

Cultural surprises

With Yoshike Gingrich trans.
lating throughout the visit,
Yukari Ina and Norike Mashimo
both said they were most sur-
prised by the size of the United
States and that there is still
nature left here.

~Japan ia about the size of Cal-
ifornia,” explained Gingrich, who
works in the district’s bilingual
department. *The population is
half of American population.”

Sanss saw more evidence of

hnol in private J
schools than public schools.
“Classroom sizes are much larg-
er,” Sass snid “Thet surprised
me.” She estimated about 35
children in a clazsroom.

Beechview students will bene-
fit this year from Sass’ trip.

“Yoshiko and I have tried to
think about what the best way is

to give other peaple the experi-
ence,” Sass said. “We'd like the
school to be a Japnnese school
for n day. We would do the
things they do in a Japanese
school. They take their shoes off

and they would bring their little .

slippers. They would have lunch
in their clagsaroom, The kids
would serve their own. They
have more periodically.”

Superintendent Bob Maxfield
and his wife, Sara, took a simi-
larly arranged trip two years
ago. r their return, he spoke
to the Japanese School of
Detroit.

“I know [ am more sensitive
because of it,* Maxfield said of
the trip.

He found they had a lot in

Everyone takes off their shoes
inside the school - students,
teachers, and visitors, Gingrich
said. Beechview students may be
nsked to do that, or to wear uni-
forma for a day.

But the differences between
east and west, Sasa found, aren't
that great.

*We are much more nlike than
we nre different on all fronts,”
sho said.

Farmington Public School

with their host family
besides language and was struck
by how open the Japanese stu-
dents were. When the school day
is finished, students spent about
a half hour helping to clean the

While students have more
freedom than he expected, Max-
field said, “Parents are less wel-
;ome in school than they are

ere.” ‘

New School Supplies Needed
for kids in need in Oakland and
Washtenaw Countles

A Penclls and Erasers

W Markers and Crayons

@ Backpacks

M Single Subject Splral Notebooks

M Mechanical Penclls

W Cash Donations are Welcome
Bring school items and qualify for a drawing to win 4 tickets

',s;ll'lll:l-' fl BUS!

th schoo supplies

to the Michigan Renalssance Festivall

School supplies will be distributed by local school districts with the assistance of United Way. More
than 3,500 pounds of school supplies were donlated in 2000—this year's goal is to double this

amouni!
August 3-4
Oakland 4-H Fair

:New office
Kelly Financial Resources, the
- finance and accounting division
of staffing leader Kelly Services,
has opened a new office in Farm-
_ington Hills,
Tho office at 33533 W. 12 Mile
serves the Detroit metropolitan
. area,
. Kelly Financial Resources pro-
‘vides short-term to full-time
placement of finence and
* accounting profcasionals to com-
- panies worldwide, The assign-
ments range from support level
to senjor management.
. "At Kolly Financial Resources,
‘we realize the importance of
.finding creative solutions to
:recruiting and staffing chal-
- lenges, and we are committed to
proactively responding with
quality individuals for our
‘clienta’ requirements,” said
- Desiree Lorenzo, salea

pany headquartered in Troy,
offering temporary services, staff
Jensing, outsourcing, vendor on-
site and full-time placement.
With more than 2,200 company
owned and opernted offices in 26
countries, Kelly provides cua-
tomers with 800,000 employees
annually. Visit www.kellyser-
vices.com or call (248) 553.8810,

Senatore named

July 20 Salomon Smith Bar-
ney's Consulting Group has
named David W. Senatore, CFP
of the firm's Far Hilla

The title Senior Investment
Management Consultant, the
highest of three designation lev-
ela in the program, identifies a
professional who has acquired
in-depth knowledge in the field
of investment consulting. Each
level requires that a Financial
Consultant complete an inten-
sive training program and main-
tain a consistent high level of
compliance with the ethical
standards of investment busi-
ness.

Senatore entered the invest-
ment field in 1993, Ho develops
i ideli and asset

office, a Scnior Ii t Man-

11 q

studies, port-

agement Consultant..

Senatore in one of fewer than
312 of the more than 11,000
Salomon Smith Barney Finan-
cinl Consultanta currently
authorized to use this designa-
tion. He c':nrm.-d }he title after

“for the new Kelly Financial

office.
Kelly Services Inc. is a For-
tune 500 atafling services com-

™

p a career

development program created by

the Consulting Group, the firm's
ionnl inve

s : et
ment consulting division,

folio manager searches, and
monitors fund performance for a
core of over 100 clients, with
approximately $160 million in
anscts.

Senatore earned a BA in mar-
keting from Michigan State Uni-
versity and he is affiliated with
the Financial Planning Associa-
tion. He and his wife live in
Novi,

All T&C Federal Credit

Union Locations

44400 Woodward Ave., Pontlac L

August 7-18

Lake Orion Eccentrl
790 South Lapeer Road Lake
Clarkston Eccentric
Waterford Eccentric

7073 Dixie Highway, Clarksion
Stuft a Bus hotline:
248-858-8020 ext. 327

For aadfhonaf hocations fog o 1o

August 1-19
ArtVan
5053 Dixle Hwy.,
‘Waterford

A school bus will be stationed at cach location—hoelp (il it up’
S,

L.C FEDERAL @hscrver§ Eccentric
First Studentp

Andersonville Road near Hall Road
D
| August 6-18

Target

c
Orion

b

tefcu.org

ponsored By:

August 10
355 Summlt Dr., Waterford

August 1-18 (24 hours)
‘Waterford Police Department!
2303 Crescont Lake Road, Waterford

August 1-15
Century Bowl
7345 Highland Road, Waterford

August 16-19

Renalssance Festival
1260 Dixie Hwy., Holly

Free child admission with donation




