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Observerland all-stars contribute to East win

BY RICHARD SHOOK
AND DAN O'MEARA

““I’s a lot of fun,” Dan Wilson
said, “but it's not just for fun.”
:That, the former Livonia
Stovenson flanker noted, is what
the Enst-West high school All-
Star footbnll game is all about,
" Wilson was one of several for-
mer Observerland prep football
stars to participate in the East’s
38-14 victory Saturday over tho
West at Spartan Stadium on the
campus of Michigan State Uni-
versity in East Lansing.
‘The game also featured
Observerland players Chris
Roberson, o defensive back from

Farmington Harrison; Dan__

Smitherman, a cornerback fromi
Westland John Glenn; Scott
Wion, a linebacker from Livonia
Clarenceville; and Matt LoPicco-
lo; o defensive lineman from
Redford Catholic Central,

“It's a great experience,” anid
Wilson, who is taking his foot-
ball skills to Hillsdale College.
“Everybody is good, So it was a
renl good game, It's high intensi-

Wllson played wide receiver
and caught three pnases for 47
ards, ench pass netting a first
gnwn that kept Enst drives alive.
“ Braylon Edwards, son of for-
mer Michigan running back
Stanley Edwards, caught three
touchdown passcs in the first
half to key the Enst's victory.
Edwards is also going to Michi-

gan,
“It was obvious,” Wilsen said,

- "“that he was the best player

there, or at lcast that he domi-
nated the most that day.

“It was one of the better foot-
ball experiencea I've had. I got to
play with some of the best play-
crs [ ever will play with, maybe,

“It was exciting to see all the
players perform, and I was
happy to be a part of it.”

:- Wilson set up one of Edwards’
touchdown receptions with a
third-and-12 cateh of his own
that kept the drive going.

Msu from D1

“The young talent they have
coming up is very promising, and
the style of offense they're going
to looks really fun to run beecause
it's more spread and wide open.”

~MSU quarterbnck Jeff Smok-

er, who beenme the starter last
season nd a true freshman, will
be a junior when Stanton, who
cnmplcwd 70 percent of his pass-
es a year ago for 1,911 yards and
26 touchdowns with only four
interceptions, arrives on campus.
- Stanton expects to be redshirt-
ed his first year at MSU and
hopes to win the starting job as a
third-year sophomore.

-*MSU said, as soon as I com-
mitted, they told other quarter-
backs in the nation, I was their
only guy,” Stanton said. *“No
matter where you go, you have
to compete. It's just kirida nice to
have that (support).

] have confidence in my abili-
ty-und, hopefully, it will play
itaelf out to my benefit.”

*" Stanton, a shortstop who hit
{660 with 48 RBI for the Hawks
this year, has been'told he can
play baseball at State, too,

*-If he is drafted by a Major
League team next year, he would
cbnsider doing both, although he
doesn't think his options are as
strong as former U-M qunrtnr-
back Drew Henson, who is with
the New York Yankees full time.

" Stanton ia glad to have the
deciaion-making process behind
him and his futurc sct as far as
football before the start of his
senior scason.

"*Conch (John) Herrington
says, ‘Who cares where you're
playing next year? You're play-
ing for Harrison this year, and
that's all that matters,” Stanton
gaid,

“I thought about waiting, tak-
jng visits and going through the
whole process, But it makes
sense to go to Michigan State. I
Jjust decided and I'm glad 1 did.
~“Now I can play my senior
yoar and not worry about any-
thing except playing football.”

-There has n speculntion in
the media Harrison star wide
receiver Agim Shabaj might join
Stanton as an MSU recruit,
Notre Damo and Purdue also are
said to be interested in the
speedy Shabaj.

:**Tha biggest thing is you hnvn
Lo go where you want to go,”

Stanton aaid, “You can't make
everybody happy.

- *I'd love to have him go to
IMSU) We work well togother,
Bnd he's & good friend I've known
for the past year. If it's not the
placn for him, that's fine. He

to be happy, too.
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Edwarda scored two playa later.
Roberson, who played defen-
sive back and returned punts
and kickoffs, saw his first gnme
action since suffering a season-
ending ankle injury last August.
“I've been playing 7:on-7 up at
Fastern (Michigan), but it was
the first real test as far a8 mak-
ing cuts and stufl in a normal

gome,” Roberson said, adding
Lie's fully rocovored from the
injury.

“It was the first hitting I've
done since I got hurt. I didn't
even worry about (the ankle). It's
fino now. I just went out and
played, because that's how you
get hurt when you worry about
stuff.”

Roberson, who broke up one
pasa, didn't expect to be a return
man, but the coaches gave him
that assignment, too, when he

performed well in practice.

“It was just a good feeling to be
back playing, hitting,” he said.
“It got mo excited for the upcom-
ing season.”

Roberson reports Tuesday to
EMU, which thought encugh of
his talent to offer him a full
scholarship despite having
missed his senior year of football
at Harrison, He will play tail-
back and slot receiver for the
Eogles, however,

“It waa a good experience,”

Roberson said of the weok he
spent at MSU leading to the all-
star game Saturday. *I got to
meet a lot of new people, people 1
might have heard sbout but did-

n't renlly know,

“We did a lot of practicing,
though; they had us doing three-
a-days. It was hot but I'm in
pretty good shape, because I've
been doing @ lot of running.”

Smitherman, who played on
both sides of the ball, reports
‘Aug. 9 to Wayne State. He had

four tackles Saturday and was
pressed into service as & tailback
because of injuries.

“We renlly had a great week of
practice,” he said. “The team was
really together. and the acore
showed A

Smlthermun head two carries
for 2 yards. LoPiccolo, who i
hended to Grand Valley State,
had threo tackles {one solo) and
one assist, Wion, who {8 going to
Saginaw Valley State, was in on
four tackles with two assista,
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