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Cleveland Rocks!

Skt

Beatles exhibits add new dzmens;;on to musical legends

BY ALICE RHEIN
BTAPY WAITIR

y 8-year-old son ia an
absolute Beatles fanat-
ic. Ho knows the Fab
Four by name, he sings the Jyrics
to entire songs, and even recites
dialogue from A Hard Day’s
Night, the band's seminal movie.
1 don’t mind. It's better than
that smarmy toddler music, and
it does make for intercsting —
albeit embarrassing — trips to
the grocery store when ho's bel-
" lewing Lucy in the Sky with Dia-
maonds.
So when ! told him we'd be
taking a trip to the Rack and

If you go...

The Rock and Roll Hall of
Feme and Museum Is located
at One Hey Plaza In downtown
Clevelend, Ohlo.

Museum hours: 10 a.m. to
6:30 p.m. dally, Wednesday
evenings untit 9 p.m. You
should allow three to four
hours to view the exhibits,
Admisslon: $15 adults,
$11.50 chlidren 9-11 and
senlors, and free to chitdren
under 8. Many Cleveland
hotels Include free admisslon
to the museum as part of thelr
overnight stay package.

Roll Hall of Fame and M
in Cleveland, he naturally didn't
know what the heck I was tnlk-
ing about. Ho is, a8 I i

For more Call 1-
888-764-ROCK.

only 3.

John Lennon exhibit

But when I told him there wes
a specia) exhibit about John
Lennon, well then, we couldn’t
got there fost enough. s the “Are
we there yet?” marker been iso-
lated by geneticista yot?

This summer, the I.M. Pei-
designed muscum on the shores
of Lake Erie actually is host to
two Beatles oxhibits, both well
worth taking the two-and-a-half
hour drive.

Lennon: His Life and Work
features artifacts from the per-

sonal collection of Yoko Ono
Lennon. Clothing, including the
white tuxedo from Magical Mys-
tery Tour and numerous guitnrs
owned by the late musician's
aon, Julian, are among the many
itams in this special exhibit thnt
extends over three floora of the
aix-story pyramidal structure.
With the remaining Beatles
still making headline news daily
— Ringo’s All-Starr Tour,
George's cancer and Paul's
recent engagement — it scems
only logical that light be shed on
John's memory. It was, after all,

Double Fan-
tasy: The
Lennon
exhibit fea-
tures pho-
tos and
arli[acta
including
the
kimonos
John and
Yoko wore
in the video
from Start-
ing Over.

20 years ago that ho was shot
outside the Dokota in New York
City.

Let it Be

The exhibit includea a movie
that chronicles John's life during
and after the Beatles, with nar.
ratives from Yoko, Julian and
John's first wife, Cynthia.

For those who grew up with
the Beatles, the information is
nothing new, and the colorized
version of the Shea Stadium con-
cert {8 downright pandering. But
for those who are new to the
Bentlea' mystique, it's an engag-
ing visual history leasan.

Lennon’s Steinway plano, the
bed from John and Yoko's
famous “bed-in” and school
roport cards are also among the
memorabilia, There's also nearly
40 original drawings, collagea
and paintings by Lennon, many
which he drew for his son Sean.

The top floor is devoted to
handwritten lyrics, which are
the best example of the musi.
cian-as-artist. It's intereating to
seo that the lyrics to Gloss
Onion were firat penned on the
back of a brown envelope, Yet
the room is strangely silent,
making you that much more
awaro that lyrics are only half of
what makes an extraordinnry
song.

It's got a Backbeat

Along with the Lennon exhibit,
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
is also featuring Stuart Sutcliffe:
From the Beatles to Backbeat,
The exhibit documenta the short
life of Sutcliffe, 8 founding mem-
bor of the Beatles who left the
band in 1961 to pursue painting.
He died in 1962 of a brain
aneurysm.

In addition to photographs of
the band that were taken by Sut-
cliffe’a girlfriend Astrid Kirch-
herr, the exhibit contains

drawings, pai
and sketches by the artist. And

these works servo to show that -
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what Sutcliffe Jacked as a
basaist, he made up for with a

tbrush,
Hie bold abstracta convey a
senge of timelessness and brood-
ing. And his drawings capture a
range of emotions. The bombard-
ment of other rock artifacts is
strong on the lower level where
this exhibit is located, but it's
worth the effort to glance briefly
at Bono's and Madonna'a stage
outfits and spend a little more
time with Sutcliffe’s work,

When the 160,000 square-foot
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and
Mueeum opened in 1995, many
dismissed it as a ruse. Won't
having a museum devoted to &
genre that's inherently rebel-
lious signal ita apiraling decent
into the mainstream?

Woell, that hnen't hnppunud.
The emergence of rock * n roll
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on to

In my life:
Yoko Ono
Lennon
contirbut-
ed many
items to
the Rock
and Roll
Hall of
Fame in
memory of
what
would
have been
John
Lennon’s
60th birth-

day.

Las Vegas
Mexico
and the Caribbean

unites the boomer
the eame way that World War 11
does for its predecessor. And let’s
face it, visiting the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame and Museum may
not bo as historically significant,
but it sure is a lot more fun than
seeing o Civil War battlefield.
Any 3-year-old can tell you that.
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Paint Creek Center for the Arts

Rochester Municipal Park

SEPTEMBER £-9, 2001
Saturday, 10 am - € pm * Sunday, 10 am - 5 pm
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