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Home Work

Growing sunflowers this
summer? Keep nurturing
them, give them plenty of sun-
shine and water and you just
may have a winner.

The Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers and English Gar-
dens are sponsoring their sec-
ond annual High Hopes Sun-
flower Contest. First-, second-
and third-place finishers for
the tallest plant and widest
seed head categories will be
award:

Winners will receive $76,

Enter our sunflower contest -

$50 or $25 gift certificates from
English Gardens. Check the
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers for entry forms, The dead-
line for entriea is Monday, Aug.
27. The top entries in longth
ond aced head for the 2001 sea-
son will bo verified by judges.
Prizes will be awarded Sun-
day, Sept. 18, at English Gar-
dens, 6370 Orchard Lake Road,
West Bloomfield. Winners
must appear at the awards to
claim their prize. .
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29522 Little Muck, Roseville, M1 48066.
Visit our website at wwwijjroofing.com
FREE ESTIMATES :
We are authorized and centified by both GAF and Certninced.

This enables us to offer the country’s strongest warranty.
98 out of 100 contractors cannot offer this warranty!
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You've trusted J&J Roofing with your roofing needs for 14 years,

Call us now for your free estimatc on siding, ttim and
o schedut ¢ ion of
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and doors.
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Painting
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»

: We Specialize in:
P = Interior & Exterior Painting

P>« All types of carpentry
P>« Basement finishing

P>« Additions

B «Bathroom remodeling
B ¥ «Kitchen remodeling
>  We use Cromwall
» Bonjamin Moare
» Paints ¢

Top of the Line
& Drywall
and Sutton Construction

Commercial and Residential

Fall is just around the corner, are you
thinking about sprucing up your home befora winter?

» Think Top of the Line!

P s Drywall hanging & finishing
P+ All types of plaster work .
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Bathtuh Liner & Wall Surround Sale!

" Factory Direct Pricing To The Public

CHECK THE BUDGET

‘Cut Out The Middleman...Save Up To 50% Off Retail Prices!

[T Tough acrytic won't chip,
crack of tade.

(] Essy cleaning with
sats cleaners.

NON-PRAOAATED

Transterable Warrenty
COMPLETE LINE OF...
+ Bathtub Liners

'+ Shower re
«Vanities & Countertops
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Should technicians be electricians, too?

I recently
read this
item in the

APPLIANCE
DOCTOR

Service News
in Chicago:
“Washington
State may
bend a bit in
ita plan to
certify firma
and techni-
cians,”
The Wash-
ington State
Department
JoE GAGNON of Labor and
Industries now requires appli-
ance sorvice technicians to be
certified as residential mainte-
nance specialty electricians,

Safety is an issue
“Consumer safoty is th' real

Appliance’

B In Michigan, appli- .
ance repalr technicians
are not required by the
state to take any test.

Erickson added that “95 per-
cent of appliance repair work is
electrical,” involving the replace-
ment of switches, wiring and
heating olements, which justifies
the neced for cortifying techni-
cinna as residentinl electricians,

Under the new mandate, all
technicians must apply for the

* certification exam before Dee, 31

Ontarvio will be part of the Upper
Peninsula. No wonder that cer-
tain big namea in the service
industry are fighting this propoa-
al and mandate in Washington

tate. . .
1 doubt that half of the techni- -

clans will exer bo able to pasa
tho test. I know of service techni-
cians in this state who would
have a nervous breakdown if
they tried to work on a
microwave oven,

Help techs out

Now let’s look at the other side
of the coin and [ think that it’s
about time we did somothing to

competent or in t!m leaat, hon~
ost. The damaoge done to the
industry’s image ~ and to unsue:
pecting homeowners who've been
ripped off —is a crying shame, -
Even though I would like to ;
see some method of control -
directed at the industry, I think !
that mandating that I become an’
clectricion is a bit much. Kno
ing how to wire a burner on a
stove or change a timer on o
washer ia a lot different than .
replacing the circuit breaker box ©
in a house, . o
My viewpoint is mixed only.
because I have seen some of the
biggest dummics making a living
who do not know, what they

Ench service firm in
State nlso must apply to be
licensed as an electrical contrae-
tor, and one supervisor in each
firm must be licensed ns a resi-
dential mai; dmini:

incronse the knowledge of nIn *

service
that person qualified as an olec-
trician, wouldn't that,be an

J

should, Hi should not’
attempt some of these repairs
because thoy n{vn‘t safe.

advantage to anyone r ing
;lppli:lnclz service? When a prol
em

{zsue here," said Doug Eri
a technical specialist with the
Washington State Department of
Labor and Industries, in the
Appliance Service Nows.

“When we look inside a refrig-
erator or other houschold appli-
ance, wo see plenty of electrical

. wiring, This makes the appli-

ance an extension of a home's
electrical system, and thus sub-
ject to state regulations that
assure that when such wiring is
serviced, the host product
remains safo to use,” Erickson
told ASN. :

tor. Published reports,indicate
General Electrie, Whirlpool and
Scars Home Central lodged com-
plainta about the cortification
program on behalf of their in-

ps and it is thought to
have something to do with an
electrical breaker or fuses, what
do you think the technician says
to tho consumer? “Call an elec-
trician,”

ropair industry

state servica operations. Here in our fair state, the
No testing in Michigan appliance
In Michi ™ repaly Onswers to no one. All other
hnicians are not required by

d by some

the state to take any test. There
is nothing a person has to do to
be certified in this state and by
the time anything is developed,
we will own tho British lsles and

are g
sort of body in Lansing that
assures licensing and regulation
of some sort. There is currently
not one governing body at our
state Capitol to enpure that
appliance repair technicians are

very comp owners
in my industry would welcome
some sort of qualification
requirements applied to the
applinnce repair industry,

Can tho state of Michigan real- .
izg such a need for thia kind of
dialogue among our legislators?
‘Good question, isn’t it? Stay
tuned. .

Joe Gagnon can be heard Sat-
urday and Sunday on 760 WJR.
He is a member and past presi-
dent of the Society of Consumer
Affairs Professionals. His phone
number is (313) 873-9789.

Lead remnants may remain in old homes -

I've spent
this summer
unexpected-
ly as the

general con-
tractor for
Habitat for
Humanity of

estern
‘Wayne Coun-
ty. The group
is  building
three houses
in Inkster.
Even though
it has taken
up much of

ASK
DAD

HARRY JACHYM

- - my summer, the work helps keep

me professionally current and I
get a chance to meet and work
with some very neat people.

While we were excavating for
water taps, we found an old stop
box, probably from a previous
heme on the lot, (A stop box is
the underground valve that used
to control the flow of water
between the water main and the
house.)

Remnants of lead pipe that
actually once transported water
into the house were attached to
this stop box. Voluntecrs dis-

cussed that find throughout the
day, and it got ma to thinking
about n column on the subject.

Lead once used
1t’s well known that lead in a
person’s syatem, especially chil-
dren, can cause serious health
bl 1t's now belicved th

B Homseowners can test
for load-based paint
and glazes with a home
test kit, usually avall
able where paint Is
sold.

p at
sources such as dust, soil, drink-
ing water and some ecoramic
glazes are more likely potentinl
lead sources than paint chips,
Homeowners can test for lend-
based paint and glazes with a
home test kit, usually available
where paint is sold, As with

.. most-home-teat-kita, positive

results are usually more accu-
rate than negative resulta, Even
if you get a negative result, you
should consider using a profes-
sional lnboratory. Testing water
is difficult and should be done by
alab. *

The find at the Habitat site
indicates there are likely still
homes in our area with lend
water supply pipes. Even in
houses with copper plumbing,
lead-based solder was used untit
a mid-1980s ban.

Lead in water is likely from
solder jointa or supply lines. If

you feel thare mny be lead in
your water from these sources,
get it tested, In the 1

water, Wash thesc areas with

(more environmentally friendly.
than high phosphate detergents).
Also wash where doora rub
against a jamb and windows
slide (these pointa can create
lead-containing dust). Chango
the wash water oflten and rinso
thoroughly. .

Cover with two coats of high-
quality paint th‘_r’nt will withstand
fi

cook and drink only with cold
water and let the tap run for 30
seconds or more before using it.
Lead paint prablems are usu.
ally best handled.with interim
management measures listed
below by the do-it-yourselfer,
then handled by a professional
when a reriovation is done, It's
important to remember that this
“in-place” management is not a
one-time, permanent solution.

Resolve the problem

If you have lead-based paint,
peeling paint needs to be
removed and the ‘chips disposed
of properly, but sanding will
cause lend;contaminated dust, If
necessary, wet sand on sandpa-
per deaigmz.d to be use with

Custom Laminate Cabine_fs" :
Gustom Wood Cabinets

with dish-
washer detergent.
Monitor these areas often look-
ing for recurrences of paint dust,
A federal law requires anyone

“doing remodeling or rendvations:

for profit on homes built before;
1978 must distribute n pamphlet:
from the Environmental Protec-.
tion Agency (EPA747-K-98.001).
to his customer boforo work:
begina. This pamphlet has a:
wealth of information about-
lead. It is available where paint
is sold or online (PDF format) at.
www. epa. gov/ lead .

Harry Jachym, a licensed”
builder, lives in Plymouth and

teaches building trades to high
school students.
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Custom Laminate Counter Tops
Solid Surface Products.
- Free In Home Estimates
Design Service Available
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WE CAN PROTECT YOU

o Wall Safes
-» Floor Safes
¢ Gun Safes

Complete
Deltvery &
Installation

ONE DAY (NSTALLATION
Ut o Bajoy pomr Delbwnem o gt sl

Teertrsus o omasrz s @l 1-800-442-3919

Sangln X2 Waepm (2ag 51 1an coms w e oy ewt — OF VISHH. .. www.docoratatoday.com

25170 John R. » Madison Heights + 248.546-8300

Grosse Pointe Dearborn Toledo
313-882-4454  313-561.7789  419-886-4211

Lincoln Park
313-382-8100




