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" Camping out

Frlendship: Rebecca
Thomas, pictured with
camper Jacque Bohns,
was a counselor this
summer at a camp for
physically challenged
kids. Also at the camp,
which is held at the
Lake Huron Retreat
Center and sponsored by
the United Methodist
Church, was Harrison
grad Megan Ventura.

Teens help at camp for disabled kids

1Y KEVIN BIOWN

. STAFF WRITER
+ kbrown@oehomecomm.net

Taking care of physically

. chatlenged kids in a camp set-

ting is vital to 2001 Farming.

. ton High grad Rebecen Thomas'
- summer routine,

“! plan my whole summer

. around the camp. I can't imag-

* ine not going,”

said the 18-
yenr-old Farmington Hills resi-
dent.

“I get strength from the
campers. It rencws my spirit,
they've tnught me not to take

- little things for granted,” she

anid.
This marked the fourth sum-

. mer Thomas has attended the
: one-week eamp, which ended
< Aug. 3. 1t in presented at the
. Lake Huron Retreat Center

north of Port Huron by the

. Detroit Conference of the Unit-
< ed Methodist Chureh.

Rebecen’s mom Jan first dis-
covered the camp in a

* brochure. This year, Rebecea
: joined 37 high school and col-

lege age enmp “buddies,” who
helped take care of 23 eampers.

Also on hand were 26 coun-
selors,

“It varies from camper to
camper how dependent they
are,” Thomas said. While many
are in wheelchairs, some walk
with braces, “Some are more
mentally challenged than phys-
ically challenged,” Thomas
said. Campers range in age
from around 10 to 22,

Rebecea’s friend Megan Ven-
tura, a 2001 Harrison High
grad, also served as a camp
“buddy.” It was her first time.

“I heard about it through
Rebecca, through church. She
thought that it would be right
up my alley.”

Ventura, who'll attend West-
ern Michigan University this
fall, snid the best thing about
the experience “was making so
many new friendships and get-
ting to know the campers --
that was excellent.”

*I think it made me more
aware of disabilities, it helped
prepare me for my education at
Western; I'm studying special
education. I think it helped me
become more patient,” she said.

The eamp opened with train-
ing sessions Saturday night
and early Sunday. Campers
arrive Sunday afterncon.

A typical doy opens at 7 a.m.
Camp buddies sleep in bunk
beds in a dormitory. "We get
the campers ready and get our-
selves ready,” Thomns said,

Brenkfast is in the dining
hall at 8 a.m, — pancakes, cin-
namon rolls or French toast,
After breakfast, all attend
chapel, then campers and bud-
dies do crafts>“We spend time
together and get to know each
other,” she said.

At lunch or other mealtimes,
some buddies help by cutting
up their camper’s food, if neces-
sary. After lunch comes “horis
zontal hour” - usually sleeping
- then swimming.

*After that, the campers
shower. If they need help we'll
help them, then dinner,”
‘Thomas said. Dinner selections
included spaghetti one night
and figh sticks another, with a
salad bar every night and
chocolate chip cookies or ice
cream sandwiches for desert.

After dinner comes games
including a scavenger bunt and
a carnival, with different activ-
ities for the campers.

“There's a roller coaster of
cmotions you cxperience. You
can go from being really frus-
trated and renlly tired, to being
really happy and reully excit-
¢d,” Thomas sni

"“The last mght is always
emotional, we nlways end the
lnst campfire singing “Friends,”
she said,

Ventura recalled the day
when Jacque, the camper
Rebecea was caring for, signed
the word friend: “She pointed
to herself and pointed to me
and I said ‘Yes.’ The look on
her fuce was the best Pva ever
seen.”

Thomas has kept in touch
with some eampers on line. She
would eventually like to scrve
as a counselor,

She plans to study early elo-
mentary education this fall at
Baldwin-Wallace College near
Cleveland.
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No water pressure trouble

Unlike some western Wayne
and south Oakland

services.
Th id

ds of r ts in

ties, no serious problems with
water pressure were reported
lnst week in Farmi or

south Qeckland and western
Wayne Counties lost water pres-
sure Thursday when a

Farmington Hills, oflicials said.

“We have not had any major
problems. There have been
slight fluctuations (in water
pressure) but we can adjust for
those,” said Tom Biasell, Farm-
ington Hills director of public
services.

“We haven't experienced any
difficulty,” said Kevin Gushman,
Farmington director of public

station transformer in Dearborn
failed.

That sparked a request from
the Demn Water and Sewerage
Department to its customers to.
curtail water use outdoors until
further notice,

Gushman said Friday he

.expected the problem to be

resolved by evening.
by Kevin Brown
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MARIA A. PICANO

Services for Maria Antonia
Picano, 80, of Livonia will be
held at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Aug.
14, at St. Gerald Catholic
Church in Farmington with the
Rev. John Menner officiating.

Mrs. Picano was born Dec. 15,
1920, in Italy and died Aug. 7
2001, at Arbor Hospice in Ann
Arbor.

She is survived by son, Ted
(Carol); daughter, Tina (Leonard
Edick) Picano Blay; brothers,
Angelo Pacitto and Sabatine
Pacitto; grandchildren, Ryan
and Dennis; and many nieces
and nephews here and in Italy,
She is preceded in death by her

Jr., 74, of Farmington Hills were
held Aug 11 at St, Fabian
Church in Farmington Hills
with the Revs, Loren O'Dea and
Jack Steffey officiating. Burial
took place at Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery in Southfield.

Mr. Falahee was born May 3,
1827, in Jackson and died Aug.,
8, 2001, at William Beaumont
Hospital in Royal Onk. He was a
World War 11 Navy veteran.

He is survived by wife, Ruth;
sons, Sean, Kevin (Kim) snd
Terry (Michelle); brother, Jim
(Virginia); and grandchildren,

Andrew and Christina.

Memorial contributions may
be meade to the Capuchin Soup
Kitchen.

husband. Antonio. and brothers,
Benedetto an

Arr were made by
Memorial contributions mey Heeney-Sundquist Funeral
be made to Arbor Hospice. Home in Farmington.
Arrangementa were made by  HELEN §, LAWTON
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral Helen S. Lawton, 87, of East
Home in Farmington. Jordan died Aug. 8 at her home,
THERESA A. FRECHETTE Memorial services were held

Services for Theresa Ann
Frechette of Traverse City were
held Aug. 7 ot Reynolds-
JoukhofY Funeral Home in Tra.
verse City with the Rev. William
Lipscomb officiating.

Theresa was born and died on
Aug. 3, 2001, She is survived by
her parents, Darren and Diane;
and grandparents, Melvin and
Judy Frechette of Sault Ste.
Marie and Emil and Rose Benoit
of Farmington Hills.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Crippled Chil-
dren'’s Foundation, 4200 Saladin
Drive S.E., Grand Rapids, MI
49546.

JOHN W. FALAHEE JR.
Services for John W, Falahee

at the “Hill” on Lake Charlevoix.

Mrs. Lawton was born Jan. 9,
1814, in Greenville, Pa. In 1938
she married Norman Ballard
Lawton in Detroit. For over 35
years, she held a supportive role
in the family's business, Star
Cutter Company in Farmington.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Norman; children Marcia
(David), Bradley (Nancy), Dec
{Gregg) and Michelle (Todd).
She waa the grandmother of
nine and great-grandmother of
10. She was preceded in death
by her parents; sisters, Ethel
Stanley and June Rowland; and
one son, Gary Lawton.

Contributions in her memory
may be made to the American
Heart Association.

How can the 89,545,673 people who
didn’t win the lottery this weekend
make those much-needed home
improvements? Introducing our great
rates on a home equity line of credit.

Rates s low ay

6-°°*

Leverage the

great benefits,

get cash, use it as you need It, and only pay
interest on what you owe. The Interest
may even be tax-deductible? s a smart
way to get money for much-needed home
improvements, without having to resort
to fortune cookles for lucky numbers.

Also, ask us about the added convenlence
of a no-fee checking account with other

equity in your home to

1-800-800-L0AN
www.bankone.com/BooBooloan
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