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Eat well, fr ove le at aWardlmg restaurants

BY ELEANOR HEALD
BPECIAL WRITER

on it debuted 20
years ngo, the WINE
SPECTATOR maoga-

zine honor roll of award-winning
restaurant wine lists and menus
worldwide cited a grand total of

13.

Today, the list includes more
than 2,760 restaurants in 48
states, 40 foreign countries and
territories, In Michigan 49
restaurants received awards;
half are located in Dotroit and
iti suburbs including Ann Arbor.

.What this means is that glob-
nlly, expectations of diners are
much higher and restaurateurs
and chefs have raised their atan-
dards to meet them.

However, it does not neceasari-
ly equate to cxpensive or very
expensive pricing.

Sinee the WINE SPECTATOR
recognizes wine ns a crucial
aspect of fino dining, it created
three awnrd Jevels, The Grand
Award, of which therc are none
in Michigan and only 91 in the
world, recognizes restnurants
offering upwnrdn of 1,260 sclec-
tions on the wine list, backed by
cellara holding many times that.

quick review of Grand
Award restaurants reveals that,
in general, both the menu and
wine list are expensive or very

¥
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expensive, Great special occasion
coneiderations, but not spots
answering the thought of, “Hey,
let’s just go out for dinner
tonight,”

Best of Award of Excellence
restaurants have many fine
wines backed by cellars of
breadth and depth. The Earle,
121 W. Wasghington, Ann Arbor,
{734)994-0211, and The Lork,
6430 Farmington, West Bloom-
field, (248)661-4466, arc the only
area restaurants in this catego-

Award of Excellence rostau-
rants have very good lists and a
number of area restaurants now
hold this distinction.

Eating out scorecard
What caught my eye in all this
“listing” was the powntlul to fnrk

WINE SPECTATOR Award of Excel-
lence winners with both moderate
menu pricing and moderately priced
wines are lIsted by location:

W Ann Arbor — Cafe” 303...0ne
Flight Down, 303 Detrolt Street,
(734)665-0700

W Bingham Farms — Morels,
30100 Telegraph, (248)842-1094
® Blmmingham —Forte”, 301 S, Old
Woodward, {248)594-7300

@ Detrolt — The Century Club, 333
Madison, (313)963-9800

n Milford — Five Lakes Grlll, 424 N,
Maln Street, (248)884-7455

Detrolt Marrlott at Centerpolnt,
3600 Centerpoint
{248)848-6034

W Southfleld — Sweet Lorralne’s

Parkway,

Excellem:a winner with both an

B Pontlac — Parkway Grllle, In the |

Cafe”, 29101 Greenfiald, (248) 559-5985

over less in an
restaurant with both o moder-
ately or inexpensively priced
wine list and a moderately
priced or inexpensive menu.

It's often called the “restau-
rant game,” but one we all like to
play. If you order wine with
your cutmg-out experience, you
know well how nt boosts the bot-
tom linel

Winners on everyone's eating-
out scorecard are sensibly priced
restaurants with savory food and
o savvy wine lst,

Although the Aug. 31, 2001

issue of the WINE SPECTATOR

lists its global award winners, it

does not revenl a price category

for its distinctions of inexpensive

to very expensive when it comes
food.

Editors at the magazine were,
however, forthcoming, Here'a
their breskdown for the total
meal cost per person for three
courses, tax and tip, but without
wine,

Incxpensive: less than $25
Moderate: $25-860
Expensive: $50-$76

Very expensive: more than
"
5

On this scale, The Earle, that
Besat of Award of Excellence win-
ner mentioned above, is moder-
ately priced for both wines and
menu. .

It offers the best opportunity
in the area to fork over less on
both food and wine,

Ultimate deals
In Detroit, The Traffic Jam
and Snug, 611 W. Canficld,

(313)831-9470, is an Award of

ANNOUNCING
' THE LINCOLN

“"LUXURY EVENT.

e¢ menu and inexpen-
aive wine liat, Weber's Reatau-
rant, 3061 Jackson Road, Ann
Arbor, (734)665-3638, another
Award of Excellence catery, has
a moderately-priced menu and
an inexpensive wine list,

How important are
awart
For chellowner Brian Polcyn of
Five Lake's Grill, award reelpi-
ent for five successive of the six
years he has opurutcd the
isatruer

winoa ot $30 and under. Yes,
there are some at $200 and
more. Those are for special occa-
sions, when I get the chance to
create o menu for people who
honor me by asking me to cook
for them and help them cele-
brate.”

Penny Zywick, general manog:
er of Birmingham’s Forte", noted
how excited the ataff and, in par-
ticular, Sommelier Michael Korn
and Executive Chef Tim Voss
were to receive the award for the
uccond Year in a row.

1 watch how hurd

of the mission statement for his
Milford bistro-style eatery,
“Before 1 opened my own
restaurant, I was chef at The
k, the Golden Mushroom and
Pike Street,” he reminded. “It's

Michacl works to find the coolest
wines with great value for the
money, I'm very pleased for
him,* Zywick said. “Both
Michnel and Tim are artists in
their mdlvnduni ways and this
because

casy to cook i . The

challenge is to cook h:gh quuhty
food and offer it at moderate
prices, That’s always been my
goal. This is not New York City
or Boca Raton, Fla, Metro
Detroit is a working class area, 1
opened my restaurant in Milford
and had to give people a very

good reason to come here. .

they've dcdlcnwd their life to the
reataurant business. Both o
them are so into food and wine.”

Frank Taylor, Director of Food
& Beverage for the Marriott
Centerpoint is elated to be hon-
ored since Parkway Grille has
only been open nine montha.

“l am very happy to receive

“For the wine list, S
and Manager Ron Edwards
chooses winea that are not on
everyone's tongue, These wines
in our cellar nre cxceptional val-
ues and a diner can find many

such a prestigious award in such
a short time,” he said. “My goal
is to continue to build and make
the Parkway Grille known
throughout the city for its great
service and then the food and
wine.”
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