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(GARDENING

nght up your garden with beautiful bulbs

GARDEN
SPOT

It might
scem early
to be talking
nbout bulba,
but if you
want o spe.
cific plant,
especially if
it is a now
variety, it's
time to place
your order,

Last fall I
planted sev-
aral new (to
me} bulbs

and 1 was
especinlly plensed with the show
Ancmone blanda put on in the
spring.

Blanda means white; these
have yellow centers. The daisy-
like flowers float above the fern-
like folinge on 3- to 4-inch stoms.
They would look spectacular
beneath late-blooming daffodila
or May-blooming tulipa or to add
a soft white accent in

These precious little flowers
look very pretty if planted thick-
1y and also do well in rock gar-
dens, in a shrub border or in the
lawn. They thrive in full sun or
partinl shade and require well-
drained soil. You might want to
try your hand at forcing some of

MARTY FIGLEY

lf yuu would like another color.
A. blandas are also available in
Blue Shades, ranging from pale
to dark blue, all with yellow cen-

ters.

The daisy-shaped flowers of
Pink Star (white center) and
Charmer are quite nice, as are
the pinkish purple blooms of
Radar. This one has a tuft of
golden stamens surrounded by a
white halo. Violet Star'’s large
blooms are amethyat-violet with
white centers. Finally, White
Splendour is the most robust of
the blandas and produce taller
and whiter mounds with more
flowers that are bright white.

The plants I graw arc Heir-
loom, pre-1700, and are soft and
delicate,

You may wish to mix a variety
of bulbs to have o soft patchwork
offect in the garden rather like o
baby’s quilt.

These are so-called minor
bulbs, which often bloom early
and naturalize readily. Snow-
drops and Winter Aconites are
alao called minor bulbs, but I
don’t beliove for a minute that
their anticipated arrival and
beauty would designate thom
minor.

By the way, another name for

Anemones is Windflower.

Suggestions

Brent and Becky Heath, bulb
growers in Glouceater, Va., sug-
gest soaking these bulbs in
water overnight before planting
and plant them shallow, on edge.
You can order from them or
order a catalog toll-free:
(877)611-2852,

If you have been frustrated by
damnge to your flowering bulbs,
aven before they bloom, you
might want to soak them in a
solution of Bulb Guard before
you plant them. In the spring
when you sce flowers sprouting,
you then could spray an applica-
tion on the leaves and shoots.
Bulb Guard is all-natural and
produced by the Deer-Off pred-
ucts family.

Scott Kunst of Old House Gar-
dens of Ann Arbor (phone (734)
§95-1486) carries meny antique
bulbs, Ha suggests spraying Ro-
Pel to keep animals from the
bulbs, If you choose to use it as
bulb dip before planting, be sure
to wear rubber gloves, Might be
a good idea for Bulb Guard, too.

Kunst also sells plastic bulb-
planting baskets (cither 9- or 12-
inch round) for rare tulips, glads
and other bulbs you lift and

PLUMBING TIPS

DO YOU RUN OUT OF HOT WATER?

Are you al

water when ynu take a shower?
Docs your family have to walt unui!
your water heater recovers to
another shower? Let me Introduce
you 1o the newest water heater on

1 of hot * Space saving

s Made using
and long llfc

* Highly en cfficlent sa
uﬁe best qualily m.uedals for durabllity

For more [nformation, please contact your licensed
plumbing contractor or Advance Plumblng Supply

store, since they keep the vari-
etics separate, and “you never
leave a bulb behind.”

Plastic tomato “boxes” also
work, although they aren't as
large as those Kunst offers.

The Netherlands Flower Bulb
Information Center reminds us:

Plant bulbs as soon as the
ground is cool {(evening tempera-
turea between 40 and 60
degrees), Read the label to keep
like colora together. Plant bulbs
in any aunny place and be sure
the soil drains well. Prepare
beds by digging so the soil is
loose and workable. IT o new bed,
add some organic matter.

Plant the pointy end up. Plant
big bulbs about 8 inches deep;
smatl bulbs about 5 inches.

No fertilizer is necessary for
the first year’s bloom. If bulbs
are to naturalize or return for
several yeara, or for those that
are blooming for the second year,
spread an organic fertilizer or a
slow-relcase bulb food on top of
the soil.

Here's more: Never mix fertil-
izer in the planting hole. Don't
use bone meal. Modern bone
meal adds little nutritional

MaxTY F)GLry
Not bland: Anemone blanda has daisylike blooms with
fernlike foliage.

value. Plant bulbs in clusters.
Plant low bulbs in front of tall
growers. Try a double-decker
effect: Layer small bulbs on top
of larger ones.

Marty Figley is an advanced
master gardener bascd in Birm-
ingham, You can leave her a
message by dialing (734) 953-
2047 on a touch-tone phone. Her
fax number is (248) 644-1314.

More People Purchase Their Sunroom
From Patio Enclosures, Inc.
Than Any Other Company!

AltNew Aluminum & Viny! Sunrooms & Solariums
-Each CustomManufactured To Size To it Your Home!

!rl;; market today, It [s called the Company at 248-669-7474.

Novl {248)473-3980
Pontiac (248)333-2255

We've Become America’s Largest Manufacturer And Installer Of Sunooms

By Offering Quality Products And Expest lnstafiztion... At A Competitive Price! §
— . “NoPhony Sales... No Phony Discounts® —w—

Romulus (734)541-8500
Toll Free 1-800-872-4072

agl instancous water heater,
“The Takagl instancous water heater Jolfrey Mos &
dellvers ;ﬁ']y 7 gallons of hot wul:ir vioe-president of
continu cnough to shower ant i
© ey Moxs R hing machine or run "‘"';’,,';',,’;"g”"”
the dishwasher. No more walting y .
untll the water heater recovers to take m%u;dukwm
ashawer, (B‘gloi),‘r“"wn?i
The Kl d l and f - .
contro! Insure the unlt will provide an endless supply of Have a plumbing question?
hot water at perature. The clecuronic Write io Jeffrey at
ignitlon feature means that gas Is. mv\sumed only when Advance Plumbing
are using the hot water. No encrgy is wasted when Supply Co,
water Is not in use. 1977 E.W, Maple Rd.
Fealures: Wallaf Lake, M1 48390,
* Endless hot water

www.advanceplumblng com

"

Gittleman

iving with the dirt and disruption produced

by a renovation or addition to your house
can be trying at best. At Jeast that's what Doug
and Wendy Hamburger thought prior (o hiring
Gittleman Construction lo add two upstairs
bedrooms and baths as well as recreate the family
room in their Franklin home.
“We lived through this from Apil to September
and it couldnl have been easier,” Wendy said.
“They kept right on schedu'e and within budget,
and the quality was outstanding. To top it off, they
were ingredibly neal.”
So, i you'e planning to temodel or add-on, bul fear the chaos, call Gitleman. With an emphasis on function,
aesthetics and budge?, the Gitleman team is committed to producing lotal satisfaction and enduring value wilh

1he least amount of aggravation. Just ask the Hamburgers.

Call today, and discover how easily Gitlleman can convert your dream home into really.
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2085 W. MAPLE, SUITE A101
WALLED LAKE, MI 48390

248.624.5400
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VIsi Our Showroom: Mon. Weds. Thurs, Fri. 8-5:30, Tues. 88, Sat. 9-
Novl Commerce Center+ uma Grand River Ave. » Suita A » Novi, Ml oy

Fre¢ In-Home Estimates » 100% 8ank Financing* wu.paﬂoenc!asmdnc.com PRIREITRSY
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We’re
Moving Our
Warehouse

2 DAYS ONLY!
AUGUST 18 & 19

|
| | 50-75% OFF

IN THE FIRST WAREHOUSE...

75% OFF

IN THE SECOND WAREHOUSE

I LARGE SELECTION OF FINE FURNITURE FROM ITALY
Choose from... Leather Sofas » Love Seats = Chairs » Bedrooms
Dining Rooms » Occasional » Exotic Woods * Tables « & More!

SHERWOOD STUDIOS WAREHOUSE
24760 Crestview Court * Farmington Hills

248 476-3760
'g «Groups Sold as
E *mir sugg retall
SAT & SUN

Complete Sets
2
% studlos ToAm-6rm e
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« All Sales Final
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