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Brooklyn Brawler
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*ZThere are a lot of things in the
%brid that Jeave you wondering
i

1 For example, why is it cold and
jcy in Greenland, yet green and
warm in Iceland?

s Or, why is the biggest guy you
know nicknamed “Tiny?"

:.Or, why does the World
Wrestling Federation's “Brooklyn
‘Brawler™ live in Livonia?

i Unlike many pro athletes,
Steve Lambardi, a Livonia resi-
dent, did not grow up training or
even horping on the chance that
Je might one-day become a pro-
fessional wrestler,

t Growing up 88 a kid in Brook-
flyn he never had big hopes of
going that route, I’!eclf. l’ILo was a

off, but I kept coming back and
finally they listened to me, I had-
n't planned it. I, moro or less,
just fell into it.” .

He was persistent and cventu-
ally got what he wanted. In pur.
suit of this newfound interest,
Lambardi took a risk, a big one,

He made the decision to drop
out of St. Francis University in
New York, where he was two and
a half years into his degree, He
then proceeded to got a couple
part-time joba and start training
to becomo a wrestler,

“Really, I just decided that
wrestling was a lot coolor,” said
Lambardi.

A decision that moat would
deem foolish or brash seems to
havo paid off.

For the past 18 years, Stoeve
Lambardi has been a i

student, a bi

‘erigineering major. .
~Admittedly, wrestling, for the

now 18-year veteran of the WWF

was just something that sort of

happened.

*I was attending a wrestling
match at Madison Square Gar-
den and afterwards we went to o
bar where a bunch of the
wrestlers were hanging out,” said
Lambardi. “I told them I was
interested in wrestling and, at
firat, they just sort of blew me

member of the WWF, Faithful
fana around the world have come
to know him as the rough-man-
nered “Brooklyn Brawler.”

Throughout his career howev-
er, he has played eight or nine
different characters, all kinds of
outlandish personalities, ranging
from Kim Chee, n wrestling man-
ager, to Doink the Clown.

He hns wrestled everywhore
from Indin to Australia, He wres-
tled at the Poatinc Silverdome in
front of what {a stil} recorded as

Wrestler has local ties despite moniker

the highest indoor nttendance in
wrestling history.

He was the very first pro
wrestling match for WWF super-
stars ke The Rock and Bret
Hart, as well as The Rock's
father, Rocky Johnson. One of
the crowning moments in his
career came in winning the Bat-
tle Royal held at Madison Square
Garden. That, in turn, afforded
him the opportunity to wrostle
thench jon, Seas Michael

“Nowadays it's more aerial and
high flying,” said Lambardi. “It
haos gotten much more world
wide and more involved with the
telovision industry, but I like
both eras.”

As for Lambardi's invelvement
in the WWF, at age 40, he does-
n't wrestle na much as he did. He
spends the majority of his time
doing work for the interview
department. Still very much
involved in the federation, Lam-

The nover-bashful Lambardi
takes pride in what he haa done,

“I would classify myself as a
vory successful individual in
what I do, in

the sport of wrestling,” said
Lambardi,

As the longest active member
of the WWF, Lambardi has had
time to sce the federntion trans-

"forma. A pastime once followed by

only a select group of fans has
now managed to moke its way
into the mainstream and burst
into the public cye., WWF stara
aro now scen all over, in commer-
cials, television shows, muaic
videoa and even the big sereen,
The matches,-always known
for action and excitement have
even been kicked up to another
level in the past few years, But,
as long as it's still wreatling the
Brawler is happy to be part of it.

Local players in USTA playoffs

. Farmington Tennis Club will
send 13 teama to the United
States Tonnis Associntion
: fegional playoffs in Ann Arbor.

. Following a summer of inter-
club competition in league plny,
by ° from |

Michigan advance to the playoffs
at the University of Michigan
Tennie Center in men's,
Women's, seniors and mixed dou-
bles.

The regionnl winners advance
to the state tournameni, and
those winners will go to the sec-
tional playoffs againat the best
from Ohio, Illinofs, Wiaconsin
and Indiana. The final phaso ia
the national tournament.

Following are the F\

. | TENNIS

Mary Ellis, Ann Badynee, Christine Darkows-
¥l. Tathetine Rabahy, Therasa Wisk, Jayne
Langan, Connle Hutchinson, Marlloy
Turkevich, Josephine Maturl.
Women's 3.8 Filght: Pryltls Sorma,
Ils Werner, Sunan Boskey, C. Jilk O*Hara,
Disnne Thompson, Karen Friedman, a
Ferriss, Linda Hellebuyck, Karen Fehl, Debo-
1eh Scruggs, Laurde Colasanti, Gayle Ucats,
Donna Marvicsin, Maggle Otto, Mary Wright,
‘Women's 4.0 Senlor: Dianne Smatec,
Sherry Johnson, Ctare Adems, Carol War.
et Lannen, Anne Spitz, Jutla
Copr Sandea Rilett, Pam Dally, Janice
Mechlowitz, Ann Munm, lrena Sullivan,
Men's 3.5 Filght: Charles Kirty, Jatry Leli.
to, Joschim Doehler, Emil Tijsn, Dard Caey,
Daniel Jones, Ci ohmann,Marc Wise-
man, Jonn Gal vid Cash, Ramkumar

£

“Pennis Club teams and the play-
ers who will be competing.

+--Women's 2.8 Flight: Donna Teng, Jan
Hanking, Cynthia Batgeron, Michetle Kovak,
Connle Hutehinson, Carol Blumberg, Cathy
Oavis, Pam Detizio, Kimbderly Heath, Lisa
flumanczyk, Susan Zaguroll, Kathleen
Zagurofl,

.’ .Women's 2.0 fiight: Judy Aubrey, Katrina
Walkar, Donna Tang, Patricla Sheffetly, Mon-
fca Kstona, Mary Barraws, Linda Demayo,

Sharie Spencer, Richard Mof-
far.

8 Flight: Dougtas Fitzsimmons,
Rands) Markiewicz, Kishan Padakannsys,
William Harmer, Larry fanow, Mark Caldwell,
David Markiowicz, Michael Murphy, Derek
Dsrkowsk(, Don Walter, Adam Finch,
Thomas Carver, Michael Jacobs. David Guzk-
atek, Paul Cornilte, Thomas flabd, Albert
Russo, Brlsn McGratn, Lester Hoyden, Jemy
Potter.

Maen's 3,5 Senlors: Ronald Glowzinski,
Chaslos Kirty, Joachim Doshicr, Aobert Vin-

cent, Danlel Lenardon, Emit Tijan, Daryl
Cerey, Rendal Marklowicz, Latry Janow,
Daniel Jones, Georo Nasse, Pete Patorson,
Jerry Lalito,

Men's 6.0 Flight: Karl Lewohl, Stefan

Thomss Fargo,

Wise, Brennan Sicks, Chis Marschak, Evan
Wes1, Sean Howard, Tony Malila, Steshen

Thompson.

Mized 0.0 Doubles: Albart Russo, Patricin
Hahn, John Miller, Bev Miller, Rendal
Msrkiewicz, Joyce Robb, Thomas Robb,
Gwon Marklewicz, David Marklewicz, Grogg
Duke, Lorl Duke, Heather Lockwood, Beth
Ziemba, David Guziatek.

99 6.0 Doubles: Shert Arh, Jerry ' ik
to, Katrina Walker, Terry Refsl, Boverty Ve.

Mautice Sessel, James Zimmer, Michael

Rosko, Kimbatly Hysingar, Judy Audsey,
Suzanne Nash, Robert Kieve.

Mixed 7.0 Dovbles: Linda Suspeck, Kath-
Da

Cornille, Daniel Jones, Elisabeth Lindsay,
Aaron Bernsrdo, Larry Steenbergen, Maura
La

PD.

Mixed B.0 Doubles: Larry Steenbergen.
Eric Mitchell. Loulse Jontzen. Greg Rictiter,
Clare Adams, Wsde Johnson. Knstine
Vigliotti, Dlanno Smalec, Loonard Guampine,
Linda Suspeck, Randi Seifen, Sean Howard,
Sally DeLacy, Shawn McGrath, Suzanne
Nash, Cars Malooe,

USMA Event featuring D} Rockin’

Michigan State Fairgrounds * Saturday, August 18, 2001
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The Cruice-a-Palooza Car Show
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ATTENTION CRUISERS!

Pre-Registration/Check-in Friday, August 17th « 5pm to 9pm * Over 70 Trophies Awarded Friday Night!

Sponsored by
®bserver & Eeeentric

--[Official Car

Show Entry Form|--.

Sponsorsh
Event information: Jennifer Williams at 248-045-3713 or Ralph

ebasto .

Prel the orive

ip or Vendor information: Joe Boli] at 243-945-3737

v
1
: : Advanced Ragistration $15 per Vehicle ($§20 Day of vent) ]
- . !
3 : Name: H
b : Address: Phone: :
1 e State: Zip Code: ]
q :
H I H
] claex: Amount :

41
1 Checks Payable to:  WCSX-Crulse-a-Paioozs H
H : Make 20588 Northwestern Nwy Suite 200, Southfield M! 48034 :
' i
' ]

.

At 248-280-0342

bardi doean't plan on hanging it
“up any time soon,

“I plan on staying as long as
they'll have me,” said Lambardi.
"I mean sometimes I migs the
ring but I really enjoy what I do.”

It seems to be a success story
of the best kind. Boy meets child-
hood idols, boy joins childhood
idols, boy becomes idol. However,
that still docan't explain why the
Brooklyn Brawler has a quaint
suburban house in Livonia.

“1 lived in Brooklyn as a kid,”
said Lambardi. “But, I met my
wife (Sandra) and she lived in
Michigan so now here | am.”

- When his wrestling days end,
hell trade the Brookiyn Brawler
for quality time in the sun?

“When I'm finally done, I plan
on just relaxing,” said Lambardi. .y . . . .
-nf be giu.inggbuck and sipping WWF veteran: Steve Lambardi lives in Livonia but is
pina colada’s by the pool.” known in the wrestling world as the Brooklyn Brawler.
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Don’t miss your Hockeytown Heroes
tale on legendary Detroit Tigers Alumni
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SOFTBALL CHALLEN

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26 @ 1 PM
COMERICA PARK

PROCEEDS BENEFIT ILITCH CHARITIES FOR CHILDREN
AND LITTLE CAESARS AMATEUR SPORTS PROGRAMS
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Spocial thanks te Stabls loc, Fernment Athlotie, Valassia, Athoniom Notal, Topel Brothers, and Northwest Airitnes.
Tckets avallable at ofl S/ERSITIIAD TR cutiets, Comarica Park aad Jos Lovis Arsna Bax Offices or
By calling 248-25-TIGER

Groups of 20 or mers call 313.471.3088 © For mers information visit www detroltrudwings.com




