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himself as a believer in “cdutain-
ment,” educating by entertain-
ment.,

For Malfitano, there's no bet-
ter place to “edutain® than a fes-
tival, where multiple stages con-
tinuoualy showcasing jozz artists
sorve as clagsrooms for the

d and the
alike.

“A festival is a groat way to

- reach and teach people about

this art form, without their

knowing they’ve been cducated,”

Malfitano sald. “You don't have

to proselytize when a song can
tell you the whole story.”

Malfitano said he hopes
Detroiters take advantage of the

Sunday, August 26th
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Rain or Shine

guago of jazz Labor Day weck-
ond at Hart Plaza, He expects
the notes to ring long and loud
enough for everyone to notice,

“I don't think the rest of this
country has any idea of who's
come out of thia town, They're
aware of the auto industry and
they’re aware of Motown,” Malfi-
tano said, *I kind of sce it ag my
Jjob to tell them Detroit jazz hia-
tory through this festival. It's a
great vohicle for telling that
story because we can tell them
where the music's coming from,
where it is, and where it's
going.”

That tale will be told not only
through the festival's seasoned
veteran jozz artists but also

bands that will be performing. In
past years, scholastic, local and
national acts were relegated to
separate stages, Malfitano sald
this year’s festival will be differ-
ent.

“We've kind of abandoned the
main stage format,” Malfitano
said, “Now, we'll have three
main atages and one stago dedi-
cated to jazz education and men-
toring.”

‘The atages will also be situnt-
ed in a way that will allow for a
view of the river and the city
skyline. Performers will be
shown on 20-foot-wide video
screens. Tho same screens that
were used for the Detroit 300
celebration in July, By bringing

will get n better picture of what X
jazz is all about.

“It's an urban art form that
gets its encigy from the street,™

e

Malfitano
said.

Ho's also hoping that the sheen: .
variety of performers included i
this

Siel

year's j.nzz fest roster will
bring out the crowds.

“We'vo got a little bit of eve:
thing, and that was by design,
not by accident,” Malfitano said,
*“My goal is to make this year as
exciting as it possibly can bo and
to program it so that everyone
can enjoy it. Its for anyone w|
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