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Hey, pay attention to this!

‘So I'm sit.
ting in the
office the other
day, writing
yot another
story on Gar-
den City's
Brian Bedgood
getting  yet
another hole-

55‘53}# in-ono - hie
third in six
weeks, and I'm
jut steaming over it.

Not because 1 had to writo
about him agnin and not
because he'’s a bad guy. In fact,
he seems really likeable, ‘which
is even more irritating,

But you wait a lifotimo to get
.a golf ball close to the holo on o

- tee 'shot - once, and Bedgood's
dropping the ball in the cup
like he's pulling it off a shelf
at Sam’s Club, (“Look, honoy;
hero's one that's 206 ynnda out.
Don't we need one of these?")

Anyway, one of the other
gurus in tho sports department
asks, “Who's doing the first
week of football picks?” Being
absorbed in Bndgcud saying
things like “Golf is tough?" or
*“Watch me pull a rabbit out of
my hat,” I waan’t paying atten-
tion,

- It'a not the first time. Lioyd

va told mo that once, Before
“Michigen won at Colorado in
‘1998, I asked what trick he
,had up his sleeve, He looked
"around and muttered “Blitz.”
Qr I thought he did.

- What he later said he said
‘was *“Woodson,” in reference to
“Helsman winner Charles, who
dobuted that day on offense,
dofense, special teams and
,might even have bagged gro-
ceries before the game at the

Safeway. Hearmg “blitz," T
wnne about *blitz"

. Aftor the next home gamo,
Uo_vd growled at me *You don't
.pay attention. I eaid WOOD.’
.SON, not blitz.”

Anywuy, back m tho original

_
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point. [ wasn’t paying atten-
tion — again - and thought the
other guy aaid, “Can anyone
opon this bag of chipa?®

I said “I willl™ It was “picka,”
not “chips," and that’s how I
onded up writing with this
week’s grid picks, Wo'll rotate
it among our sports stafl: Brad
“Lemme Toll Ya Somethin®
Emons, C.J. “Rockers Rule”
Risak, and last year's overall
“Dappor Dan”

Each will take two weeks
and the one with the worst
rqcurd after the eighth week
will pick for the ninth. At least,
I think that's what wo agreed
on. I wasn't paying attention.

Friday's Cames .
(8l 01100 at 7 psti. nlesd noted)

Wayne at Romulus: How can Romutus
et saven nlayers 1o & NCAA Diviston 1
#chool from & taam that couldn't make it
into November? Easy, the D1 school was
Enstern Michigen. This ysar, it gets worse
m tho Eagles - high schoot and calioge.

“"' m. BD!M Risow; Romutus

Det. st John Glenn: And you
now, whon hl Teada Wis column, Rocket
Boy Chuckie s golng Lo be right on the

saying, “it Is Uuo? Bosudry
doesn't pey attention?” Yes, | do ~ 00 occa-
sion. Like | remember that Sundoycome-to-
meotia” whupoln Kettarlng hung oa Glenn
last yoos, And that was with Dea Smither.
man, HCK«I: John Olﬂwl =0'Masra, Risak,

Chlﬂ:hlll ut l!llu‘ Ualon: Yeah, 1
fomember this ono, too, PICKS: Churehiit

= Bosudry, 0'Mearo, Risak, Emons.

Crestwood at Garden CHy: Ad | remem-
‘ber Gorden Chty bolng protty gooc Jast year.
And | also remember that Mike Sparks
doasn't (ks to bo catled Stove. And | also
torembor that Sposks I gons, And [ alse
romombor that . . . 060oh, coot, Look, there
2008 & fre truck. Wheeoalll! PICKS: Qs
den City ~ Bosudry, 0'Meara, Risak,

Emons.

Oxford at Harrison: | paid attention to
this one: I Hantison loses a game this your,
O'Mears promised 10 give the toam 8 motk
vational 3peech. If that's not motivation to
win, nothing Is. PICK: Hamison - Bnudry
O'Meara, Risak, Emons.

thvﬂll at

W, mm-un»-nml.'

rths, somo v south off the
m Fo. FICKS: Northville - Beaudy.

omm, Rizsh, Emons,

Farminglon: Hey, It's sy nm
day. Mnn\n‘ <an happen. Right?
Kovl - Beaudry, O'Masrs, fiank, Emem

Lutheran Weattand at Hamrtramck, 7:30
pan.s Come early for the food, stay for the
fiteworks. PICKE: Hamtsr.mok - Besudry,
O'Moara, Rissk: Lutheran Kigh — Emons.

Uinoola Park at Franklin, 7:30 pm.: This
you, Frankiin has an ollenshve s, ¥mere
was it last yoos when the Pairiots nesdod
H? PICKS; Frankitn - Besudry, O'Moura,
Emons; Lincoks Park — Risok,

Dearborn si Btavenson, 7:30 pan: Last
yoor, Stoventon quaiified for the ployoffs.
Last year, Stevanson lost to Dearbomn in

Sﬂ even In . foss, thers could
3 8w But s i Sto
opens with a win? PICKE: Bt
- Baaudry, 0'Meara, Risak, Emons.

Canton at Ypeltaatl, 7:30 p.m.: Yash, |
femamber thin 0na, 00 ~ Yosilant with 8l
of its D2 players was supposed to whip
Canton. instoad, the Braves pulled one of
tho greatast choke Jobs since the 1078
Rod 5oz, | make na such mistake this ume,
PICKS; Canton ~ Beaudry, 0'Maara, Risak,

",

b0
son

pom.: That
stands for

“Pick us, Plck ut
- Beaudry. 0'Me
Emons.

X8:

om — fiisak,

Lutheran Norih at Clerenceville, 7:30

bloachers, By the end of the third quarter,
1he Dleachers will be empty, the hot dogs
will 58 gane from the press dax and the
fights wilt hove boen tumed out on North
Jong befoe tand

. PICKS: C'vitle = Boaudry,
Emons.

Willow Rum 41 Tharston, 7:30 pm.; This
yo8i's nomines for sli-name tesm |3
Thuraton nose tackla Chasa Walsrstiadt.
Gotto jove 8 defonsive ployer named Chase.
Lot's hape that"

Saturdey's Games
Borgess at Cranbrook, 1 puret Ay lou
a3 Borgess can -uy healtty, the Span:

: Borgess ~
r — o ‘Mearn, Risak.
8. Agatha ot Battle Cresk St. PhUip,

2:30 p.m.; And o6 the way there, | <an Just
hear Dan uwlm lumm 10 Dernis McMa-
hon &aying, *Cooch, coach! #f we win, con
wo tour the Kullou factory? Can we? Can
we?" Saop and crackle, but SL Philip hay
100 much pop. PICKS: St Phillp = Besudsy,
O'Meaza, Risak; St. Agatha - Emons,
Catholic Central va. Trmverse City West
t the Siiverdome: Yeon, this s ail looking
tamlliar sgain, Last yest, CC won like
‘sleventy-illion 10 thake. And | don’l think
It's golng o change, PICKS: CC - Beaudsy.
O'Meara, Risak, Emons.

BaL
Crunch time: North Farmington gridders get ready to mix it up on the practice field.

Raiders from page D1

rell said. “He’s the most intelli-
gent player I've ever coached.
He’s like having a coach on the
field.”

The swingback is jumur Mar-
cus McComb, who gives the
Raiders “a dungcmus one-two
punch on the perimeter” with
Johns, Burrell aaid,

“They'll present nice problems
for other people. They have great

hands and are good basketball .

players. They run 4.6 in the 40
and are great athletes.”

Senior Chris Moses is the only
returning lineman with experi-
ence. He'll rotate at tackle with
juniors Lucas DiGia and Darwin
Young. The center is senior John
Szymusiak; the guards are
junior Chris Cyrus and scnior
Eugene Franklin.

Junior Will Hathaway and
senior Scott Bernstein are a cou-
ple of good-sized tight ends.

Kasgorgis is the leader on
defense at inside lincbacker
after setting a school record with

138 tackles, including 70 solos.

Kirksey will be a force at the
other inside position, according
to Burrell, and Franklin returns
to start at defensive end.

Johns, a third-year varaity
player as is Franklin, heads up
the secandary and “is the kind of
guy you want as the quarterback
of your defense,” Burrell said,

The tackles are junior Jon
Moll and Cyrus, and the other
end is senior Aaron Drury. Play-
ing outside linebacker are senior
Brian Sinar and junior Neil
Alkammao.

With Johns playing safety, the
backfield includes senior
Perach and McComb at the cor-
nerback spots.

“Conceptually, people are
starting to understand what we
want to accomplish on defense,”
Burrell said. *I want us to
tough, intelligent defense that
can play multiple fronts and be
physical.

“We should be better prepared

this season with the Attack 44
Defense we installed last season
to capitalize on our strengths.-
With small, quick players, we.
hope to confuse offenses with a;
lot of movement and blitzing.”

North starta the season Friday;
night with n home game against,
Northville, one of five pluyaﬂ"
tezms the Raiders played in ‘00,

“Tremendous potential exists;
within this group of young mea,”-
Burrel) said, adding this season:
promiacs to be better. “They:
know what it takes to be succeas-
ful and have paid the price in Lhe‘
ofl senson.

“They want to deserve vrnory M
That desire combined with al
dedicated coaching staff could:
put together o team that just:
might shock some peaple thu
season,

“This program has an out-.
atanding heritage and tradition.;
We'll build upon that and contin--
ue to play football with Rmdnr.
pride and toughness.”

o ? Meara from page D1

yardage on third down,” an opposing coach told the
Detroit Free Press. "l'hcy just ran the play behind
Beer for the first down.”

In a city championship game, Beer broke
through the opposing line, stole the ball from the
Detroit Pershing quarterback as he attempted a
handoff and kept running for a touchdown.

The following year, when Beer was a freshman
at the University of Detroit, I had the henar of
actually meeting my idel. Well, sort of ...

We were at old U-of-D Stadium for the '63 Soup
Bowl, which is what the Catholic League champi-
anship game waa called for good reason. The pro-
cieds went to support the Capuchin Charity Guild
and its soup kitchen in Detruit.

During the gnme, my dad turned to me and said,
“Dan, here comes Tom Beer walking up the steps.”

1 waited with eager anticipntion until he was one
row in front of us. Then 1 sprang from my seat and
ahouted, “Hi, Tom!" and began rambling about St.
Ambrosc football,

1 can still sce the surprised look on his face. It
was a look that said, “Who's the little kid, and how
does he know me?”

Mercifully for Beer's sake, my dad m!crccdcd

— and was one of the finest in the storied history
of the Catholic League.

When U-D dropped foollmll after the '64 season,
he transferred to the U of H where

and I thought only the big boys of high school age
played such n rock "em-sock 'em sport.
I. recall being utterly astonished to learn of the

former St. Ambrose conch Tom Boisture was on the
staff,

Beer became an All-America tight end, was
drafted by the Denver Broncos and played in the
'67 College All-Star Game ogainst the NFL cham-
pion Green Bay Packers. He ended his pro career
in the "70s with the New England Patriots.

Cavaliers had soon-to-be famous coach

There was another person nt St. Ambrose in
1962 who would go on to greater career heights,
too.

The defending city champion had a new conch.
He was 28, had been at Chicago St. Rita and was
returning to the city where he grew up. His nnme?
George Perles.

He stayed three years at St. Ambrose and
conched two undefeated teams in '62 and '64. He
left to become an assistant with the University of
Doyton, Michigan State and Pittsburgh Steelers,
and he was briefly a head coach in the USFL

and explained the St. Ambrose Beer
politely disengnged and was on his way again.

1 was all aglow, however. That it had been a one-
way conversation didn’t matter to me. I had met
the great Tom Beer!

And the word great isn't an exaggeration in
describing Beer cither. He was the best player to
came out of St. Ambrose — there were quite a few
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before to Michigan State in 1983,

In contrast to the big bucks Perles earned coach-
ing the Spartans, it’s my understanding, as a
bonus for a good year at St. Ambrose, he received n
sct of golf clubs from the school's athletic nssocia-
tion.
With all that as background, the high school
game was my reference point in those early dnys,

lyorir !
i VINYL SIDING|
] 95

A1

CLEMENS
9] aruha

(10 $38.7600

of college and especially pro ball.

One Sunday afternoon in the early 608 my dad
was sitting in front of the old 13-inch, black-and-
white TV watching a football game.

I was curious to know more, and the ensuing
conversation went something like this:

Dan: Who's playing in this game?

Dad: It's the Lions and the Bears.

Dan: What achools are they from?

Dad: They're out of school.

Dan: You don't have to be in school to play foot-
ball?

Dad: No. They're done with school; they're pro-
fessional players.

Dan: What's a professional?

Dad: That means they get paid to play.

Dan: Do high school players get paid to play, too?

Dad: No. If you're a good high school player, you
go to coliege and play, and then the pros take lhe
best college players.

Dan: How old are these guys (because they must
be really old by the time they do all that)?

Dad: Oh, most are in their 20a, but some are in!
their 303, too.

I didn't soy anything more. 1 was awestruck.
Imngine that, 1 thought. Old men playing football!
How do they do it?

Now, I've become one of those old men and then
some, minus the football career, of course.

But through the vears, as spectator, player and
reporter, my passion for prep football has never
faded, and I'm looking forward to the start of
another season just as I have every year since
1962

And, now that I've reminisced and told my story,
whaddayn say we tee it up tomorrow night and do
it all again in 20017

Don’t miss your Hockeytown Heroes
take on legendary Detroit Tigers Alumni

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26 @ 1 PM
CONERICA PARK

PROCEEDS BENEFIT ILITCH CHARITIES FOR CHILDREN
AND LITTLE CAESARS AMATEUR SPORTS PROGRAMS
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Tickets available at all ¢/SKSXTDASTOr outists, Comerica Park and Jos Louls Arsna Box Offices or

By calling 248- 25-TIEEH

Groups of 20 or more call 313.471.3088 « For mors

Tickets are

Only *8
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