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Millage advocacy group formed

By SUE BUCK
BTAFY WRITER
shuck@oe.homecomm.net

The cost of education is rising
and the local taxpayer's bill for it
would incrense if voters npprove
two tax questions this fall,

If ‘'both Qakland Schools
enhanced tax requests for spe-
cial education and voeational
cducation pass Sept. 26, the
total tax bite for education on a
home valued at $200,000 (state
taxable value $100,000) would
incrense from $2,071 to $2,211.

The special education tax
would result in an incrense of
$117.04 per year; the vocational
education tax will represent an
increase of $22 annually,

Overall; o yes vote would raise
more than $50 million for special
education and more than $10
million for voeational education.

Officials can't advocate

School officinls have the sensi-
tive job of getting information
out without advocating, which is
prohibited by law,

“We have to be real eareful,
The Q & A piece is considered
pretty neutral,” said Farmington
School Superintendent Bob Max-
field. “Parent groups may be out
there pushing more directly.”

According to the Michigan
Campaign Finance Act and “Do'’s
and Don'ts” literature from Oak-
1and Schools:

A The scheo! board and super-
intendent can actively advoeate
for a ballat question. All other
employees of n district may not.
School district employees may
advocate on their own time and
at their own expense.

W Schoal districts and its
employees may produce and dis-
seminnte factunl information
nbout a ballot question. They
can distribute this information
via publicationa that are regu-

larly produced.

M Teachers' lounges, bulletin
boards, or other arens within a
district can't be used to advocato
for the ballot queation.

‘The Inst doy to register for the
election is Aug. 27. To regiater,
contact any Secretary of State's
office,

Abscnteo ballots will be avail-
able Sept. 5, School district
offices must be open until 2 p.m.
tho last Saturday before the
clection to accommodate applica-
tion requests for ak al-

o simple mujority of the total
votes cast cumulatively by each
of the 28 school districts. Absen-
tee ballots can be obtained
through the school district.

bers of the ad com-
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mittee are:

B Kim Hoath and Angic
Smith, tax campaign committee
chairwomen.

™ Julie Devine, PTA council
president

W Dick Wallace, who sat on
the Blue Ribbon Financial
Si ies Ci i a citizens’

lots, The polls, which will be the
same locations as for all-school
elections, will open at 7 a.m. and
close at 8 p.m.

Getting the word out

Onkland Schools suggests that
districts hold their “back to
school” open houses before the
election in order to disseminate
information. That's not difficult
for this school district because
those are traditionally held dur-
ing the carly weeks of the school
year, Maxfield said. Some
achools plan to nlso run a promo-
tional video during that time.

“The employce nasociations
snid they would like to be part of
it as well,” Maxficld said, “We
asked some of our staff if they
would be willing on their own
time.”

Zan Alley, a director in the
office that houses Farmington
Schools’ various unions, volun-
teered use of their building on
Hills Tech Drive as an advocacy
site, he said. Alley said someone
from the community will run the
campaign.

Anyonc may attend o discus-
sion on the two tax questiona ot
7 p.m. Sept. 10 at the Castick
Center, 11 Mile enst of Middle-
belt. The PTA Council and the
Specinl Education Forum host,

The election will be decided by
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group that reviews the budget

@ Carolyn Das, member, spe-
cinl education parent forum

® Doug Klegon, parent

B Dick Carvell, resident

M Abe Aon, resident

Heath, who is both the legisla-
tive chairwoman for the Farm-
ington PTA Council and presi-
dent of the Longacre Elementary
PTA, said one of her first ques-
tions was, “Why do we need
thia? A lot of explaining had to
be done for me.”

That acon turned into her
opinion: “I believe it is a good
thing.” .

The vocational education tax
hadn’t been increased since
1967, “Busincsses couldn’t oper-
ate on 1967 dollars,” she snid,
“Keeping up with a changing
curriculum, as the world
changes, we need to change.”

Heath said the district is doing
a better job at identifying chil.
dren who need specinl education
services, The $3.5 million
increase would help to offset a
$3.2 million budget reduction
this‘year, which officials said is
directly related to funding spe-
cial education.

If the tax increase is approved,
money could become available
this year, Heath said,

* For absentee ballat informa.
tion, call 248-489-3349,

fuur Qakland Technical Centers
operated by Oakland Schools.
The incrense is termed “modest”
by school officials.

It will nlso encourage o part-
nership between two or more
districts, to offer career-focused
programa at local high schools:

Oakland County funding
ranks 28th of 29 inter li

ton

vation and upgrading of comput-
er networks.

“Once that need is addressed,
money will be available to sup-
port regional programming,”
Maxfield said.

Funding could provide an
incentive, he said, for Farming-
Public Schools to open its
lications and F pro-

school districts in Michigan who
operate Carcer-Focused Educa-
tion programs. More dollars are
needed to provide quality educa-
tion, officinls said.

“Five years ago, there was a
majar task force put together
involving business, scheol and
parent representatives to look at
the future of vocational eduen-
tion,” snid Farmington School
Superintendent Bob Maxfield.

The millage would provide

P

gram, housed in a wing at Farm-
ington High School, to students
from other districta. In the
4,000-square-foot lab, students
become ndept at o variety of soft-
ware applications, producing a
promotional items, Jike T-shirts,
“Birmingham has o fabulous
robotics program,” Maxfield
snid. “You have pockets of these
things throughout the county.”
Additional dollars could alao
lend to expansion of businesa-

{acility reno-

links, which resulted
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from the study five years ago,

Chrysler has a manufacturing
academy open to students in the
northeast part of the county.
Genéral Motors has an academy
in Pontiac, d d

Joseph Djoumessi confessed
to a family member that he
had raped the teenage girl liv-
ing in his house, according to
testimony offered at trial Mon-

ny.
“He admitted that he had
sex with (the teen),” said

Witness with immunity says Djoumessi
admitted raping teen

sexual conduct and third-
degree criminal sexual con-
duct.

Trying to help

The Djoumessis maintain
they were only trying to help a
gir), who has now turned on
them and licd to police. The
couple, the tecn and cousin
Che are from Cameroon.

Che said that when he'd ear-
lier confs d Dj i wil

Patrick Che, cousin of Evelyn
Dj i, Joseph Dj s
wife,

Che, 37, a Detroit teacher,
testified in Oakland Circuit
Court, os the trial of Farming-
ton Hilla residents Djoumessi
and his wife, Evelyn, contin-
ucd this week.

Che, wha the tcen referred
to in ecrlier testimony as

. Uncle Patrick, eaid the tcen
told him in 1998 when she was

the girl’s allegation, “He said
he was going to go home and
he was going to make it right.”

After later admitting to hav-
ing sex with the girl, “He was
kind of sad,” Che said as the
jury and Judge Alice Gilbert
looked on. Che testified that
Djoumessi told him he was
drunk when he had sex with

16 that Joseph Dji i had
raped her,

The teen, now 18, has
alleged that Djoumessi raped
her five times and that the
couple would beat her. The
Djoumessis are charged with
conspiring to kidnap, kidnap-
ping and child abuse. Joseph
Djoumessi also faces two
counts of first-degree criminal

the girl,

Assil P Cheryl
Matthews asked Che why he
didn't call police. Che aid he
was concerned for his family. -
But he said that when the teen
told him a few months later
that ahe had been raped again,
“I told her not to shower nnd
call the polico if possible,” he

said,
Che said he asked the couple

om Cameroon

twice to let the teen stay with
him, to diffuse tension
between her and the Djoumes-
sis. “Both said no,” he recalled,

Immunity for perjury

Court testimony established
that Che was to be given
immunity from prosecution for
his testimony in the case. He
admitted to lying in 47th Dis-
trict Court in Farmington
Hills last year during a pre-
liminary exam on the charges
against the Djoumessis.

“He wes still my family, 1
didn’t want to be part of it,”
Che said. *I ultimately decided
the best thing is to tell the
truth. I ealled the detective the
next day.”

Djoumessi defense attorney
Cornelius Pitts rose frequently
to ohject during Che's testimo-
ny, claiming it was based only
on what the teen had told him.

Testimony was scheduled to
continue this week, with the
teen's mother from Cameroon
ex] to testify on behalf of
the Djoumessis. The accused
couple could also be called to
the stand this week.

Fairlane Club asks: Is your firm physically fit?

“The Fairlane Club is planning
a Corporate Fitness Challenge
on Wednesday and Thursday,
October 24 and October 25, 2001
and is now ready to aceept regia-
tration of Corporate Teams.

Competing Teams will consist
of four people (both men and
women of all ages are invited to
participate), Large firms may
wish to have several four-person
teams. Any firm is invited to

porticipate.

For details of specific events or
to register, contact: Mark Wis-
neski, Athletic Dircctor at (313)
336-4400, Ext. 269 or email him
at: mark.wisneski@ourelub.com.

Special education fon ..

funds to appropriately reimburse
the school districts on what they
are spending for specinl ed.”
Costs have grown about four
percent annually over the past
10 years. Michigan public
schools are required to fund spe-

in three or four districts, Max-
field snid,

The program’s gonl is to help
studants attain *family wage”
jobs, a term used by the Michi.
gan Department of Carcer
Development. This is n wage
level that allows a person to sup-
port a family.

“People making less than
$20,000 who are trying to sup-
port a family will have a hard
time,” Maxficld said. “The point
of all that is that there is a mis-
match. It (vocational education)
becomes an alternative wave of
knowledge. Voc Ed has always
been out there”

site plan for the project.

The development would hap-
pen on 110 acres near the cur-
rent golf course at 11 Mile and
Halsted roads. Much of the pro-
ject is intended for the Eleven
Pincs property, just southswest of
the San Marine course.

Improvements to support the
project include capping a landfill
that takes up most of the south-
ern end of the Eleven Pines
property. Cnpping would involve
placing six inches of clay, then
six inches of topsoil over areas of
the landfill where contamination
is suspected. The plan is
approved by the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality.

Land sale transaction

In a report to the council, City
Manager Steve Brock said, “This
project has become tally a

~So much of what you sce is n
reaction to what people are
telling us,” snid Mayor Naney
Bates.

Brock said the cost to build
nine holes on the Eleven Pines
property, and to reconfigure four
holes on the current Son Marino
course, is projected at $220,000
per hole. Other projected costs
include: renovating the remain-
ing five holea at San Marino at
$200,000 per hole which puts the
total projected cost of the golf
course at $4.3 million; a landfill
cap, $1.6 million; a tunnel to
connect the parcels, $500,000; a
new clubhouse, $1.7 million; and
a driving range, $100,000.

To pay landfill capping costs,
the city’s brownfield redevelop-
ment authority ¢an capture
some tax proceeds sparked by

identinl devel Prelim-

fand sale transaction, whereby
the developer will purchase land
from the city nnd construct resi-
dential housing.”

-The plan cstimates the sale
price of that lnnd at $3.25 mil-
lien. This money would help
defray the estimated $10 million
to'build the golfl course, cap the
landfill, and complete other
improvements.

Several residents took their
turns praising or questioning the
plnn roviewed by council mem-
bors. Mary Johnston, an envi-
ronmental activist, said, “I'm nat
n golfer and I don't want to pay
$1 million per hole. The city
manager ought to recuse himself
ns a golfer.” 3

Councilman Jerry Ellis
responded that the coul?Cil was
following the citizens' direction,
in pursuing the golf course
expansion. “We've received peti-
tiona signed by hundreda of peo-
ple,” he said, backing a golf
course expansion.

inary plans also call for $1.5 mil-
lion in parks-recreation millage
to go toward the project.

“Grants are a possibility; there
will be a lot of borrowing, quite
frankly,” Brock said. Some u‘l' th

hiking trails, also listed on sur-
veys as favored by residents,
were not being nddressed. Brock
responded that a bike trail is
intended to circle the perimeter
of the project.

Lorctta Zima said she was con-
cerned that more residential
units would beost school clnss
sizes. Councilman Chris McRae
anid the units, expected to sell at
around $400,000 each, are mar-
keted more toward retirees and
less toward families with young
children.

James Orr of the Old Home-
stead subdivision said city offi-
cials once talked of including 500
residentinl units, instead of the
currently propased 72 units,
*“Where did the rest of the lnnd
go?” he asked.

Brock said earlier housing pro-
jeetions were overambitious, and
said space devoted to the golf
course has been expanded. The
current plan alse climinates
office development. He said
planned building around the bor-
der of the former Inndfill isn't

c
project cost will ulti y be
paid from golf course proceeds.
“The whole iden here is not to
use general tax moncy, it should
be n self-sustaining operation,”
the city manager said.

Residents speak out

“I think we need nine more
holes,” Dennis Melampy told
council members, *When I call
San Marino it's genernlly very
busy.”

Melampy snid he's tired of
going to Livonia to play that
city's municipally owned coura-
es, ndding Farmington Hills cur-
rently owna just the one nine-
hole course. “We really need a
full-fledged golf course.”

Steve Roberta told council
members that bike trails and

ible, due to cap-
ping costs to support such build-

ing.

The council did reject the firs
devel agreement p t
ed Monday, saying certain
specifics were not sufficiently
detniled. They directed Brock to
meet with the developer and to
return quickly with a letter of
intent governing o site plan
ngreement acceptable to both
partics,

For the project to be ultimate-
ly approved, the site plan must
be approved by the city planning
commissaion and city council.

Brock snid the city has already
entered into a contract with a
golf course architect.

cinl s0 many school
districts are dipping into general
funds to make up shortfalls.

Critica charge that efforts
should be stepped up to got prop-
er funding from the state and
federal government, Supporters
say the Durant lawsuits are
focused on that battle. They
point out it took 17 years for the
first Durant suit to be resolved
in the schoola' favor, and apecial
chucnlion needs won't wait that
ong,

“Even if the state/federal gov-
ernment made good on its contri-
bution, it would leave some costa
unpaid such that general funds
would have to maintein some
responsibility,” according to Onk-
Iand Schools information.

Farmington Public Schools
would receive more than $3 mil-
lion from the special education
increase. This reimbursement
would offset the recent $3.2 mil-
lion budget reductions in the dis-
trict's budget.

“A concern which comes up is:
if the county will'go ahead and

apecial transportation, the
school lunch program, and driver
education.

In July 1997, the Michigan
Supreme Court ruled that dis-
tricts were harmed by the under-
funding and ordered payment for
three years of the 17 years
claimed. On April 16, 1998,

its r for
special ed, doesn’t that take the
state off the hook with the
Durnnt suit?” Maxfield said.

The Durant vs, State of Michi-
gan class action lawsuit, filed in
1980 by various districts in
Michigan, cloimed under-fund-
ing of programs and a violation
of Section 29 of the State consti-
tution known as the Hendlee
A d This a d t
requirea the State to fund mon-
dated programs at the same pro-
portion of the State budget ns
when the amendment was adopt-
ed in 1978,

The mandated programs
involved were apecial education,

d $9,494,233.

Still, a growing number of spe-
cial education students, coupled
with funding that hasn't kept
pace with these demands, cre-
ates yearly budget crunches for
local districts.

Chery! Cannon. assistant
superintendent of business
finance and operations, said
other counties are also consider-
ing the same type of millnges.

While the funding reguested
Sept. 25 isn't the total answer,
achool officials sny they hope it
will be o start in the right diree-
tion.

Lyle Perna

our backyard!"

Crittenton Maintenance Technician

"Crittenton has been my community
hospital for many years. I got my
first job there when I was 16, had
my children there and spent 12 days
in intensive care while they saved
ny life. We are so fortunate to have
such an excellent medical facility in

"It's a New Day at Crittenton!"

Melinda Comway Callahan
Executive Director
Rochester Community Schools Foundation

CRITTENTON HOSPITAL

Quality Care...Close to Home & Work
1101 W. University Drive, Rochester, Michigan 48307-1831

www.crittenton.com

"Crittenton’s new administration
has been very receptive to the
employees’ concerns, questions and
ideas. They have done many things
to benefit the staff, which has helped
a great deal to improve attitudes
and working conditions.”
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