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Oakland millage will
benefit local districts

We'll start by saying we support Onk-
land Schools’ request for two amall mil-
lages that wnll Bupport upedul educutiou

ived by individ could be
. used to create cooperative programs that
sh}u’q facilities like aningtan Schools'

and " edu.
cation.

Y

Because the intermedisto district has.
n't asked for an increase in funds for
those two causes in decades, while costs
have soared.

Because Farmington School District's
share of this millagd will pravide ade-
quate reimbursement for more than $3
million already shelled out for apecial
education — which still won't resolve
lsaues surrounding the state’s failure to

1, f\md Lhuse

and
While we believe * yos is the right
answer to both these questions, we do
havo some reservations. Although the
millages themselves aren't monumental,
they have no expiration date. We believe
those who tax us should be held account-

We belleve those who tax us
should be held accountable on
a regular basls,

B ity cries
out desperntaly for skilled tradespeople
and kids who choose skilled trades as a
carcer need the facilities to prepare them
for joba at which they can make a living
wage,

And that's just for starters. The biggest
reason to support both requests is thut
the funds they 1 be d -

able on a regular basis. We're not inti-
mating Oakland Schools will spend
money irresponsibly. It’s just that times
change, needs change and educational
programs and paradigms must change
with them.

Unfor ly, that's the way these

ed to individual districts. Farmington
would receive special education funding
of $3,672,932 and $348,640 for vocational
education.

Farmington Schools has had to dip into
general fund revenucs to pay for special
cducation, While the Durant fight contin-
ues, legal action takes years - and the
need for funding is immediate.

Career-oriented programs could alao
use a shot in the arm, because the world
has changed a great deal since 1967,
when the Jast millage was approved. Half
of tho funds will go toward upgrading
technical centers used by all studenta in
Onkland County, including about 100
from Farmington Schools. As Superinten-
dent Dr. Bob Maxfield points out, funds

taxes are set up. So we encourage Oak-
land Schools to go above and beyond the
call when it comes to providing taxpnyers
with information about how these dotlars
will be spent.

‘Wa also urge Farmington Schaol offi-
cials to make sure voters know how the
dollars they'll receive will be spent. Max-
ficld told us they'd like to restore cuts in
staff development and teacher training
and take on roof and parking lot mainte-
m}?cu postponed because of budget short-
falls.

‘This won't solva the district’s financial
problems, but it will allow officials some
breathing room. With a battle looming
this fall over potential cuta in state fund-
ing, they'l need all the help they can get.

Remember the ABCs of
back-to-school safety

As the 2001-02 achool year begins,
local police and others remind motorists
to remember the “ABC's” of nuto safety.

Michigan is conducting its School's
Open ~ Drive Carefully campaign, and
police alse have traffic safety reminders.

There are new school speed limits
along Newburgh for Churchill High
School and Holmes Middle School, said
Sgt. Wea McKes, who heads the Livonia
Police Department traffic bureau.

Also with new school speed limits dur-
ing certain hours are the roadways near
Stevenson and Franklin highs.
“Motoriats should be aware of that,”
McKes said,

Ho also encourages drivers to kecp an
eye out for school buses, noting some
motorists say they didn't see a bus,
“They need to be more elert.” Children
should always cross at the crosswalk,
McKee added.

“Our biggest problem is parents in the
parking lots and around schools,” said
Sgt. Peter Brokns, McKee's counterpart
in Westland.

School lots were often built many
years ngo, he said, and become clogged
casily. Brol recommends that parents
stop on the street to let the child out,
and park and walk for pick-up,

“That would unclog some of thess
parking lou. said Brokas, who cited the

“rond rage” mentality and beliof that
rules don't apply.

He nlso encourages drivers to watch
for school bus amber caution lights and
the following red lighta, which require
traffic to stop both ways. The fine for dis-

For example, AAA's recent survey of
20 elementary schools in lower Michigan
shows that safety belt complianca for
drivers and possengers at school drop-off
and pick-up points is sadly lacking.
“While the overall safety belt compliance
rate in our state hovers at about 80 per-
cent, compliance by drivers and young
passengers in a school setting was only
83 percont,” said Miller. *When we
looked at the safety belt compliance by
young alone, the p
dropped to a dismal 58 percent. Since
most sarioua crashes take place within a
few miles of home, this is a real cause for
concern, which we will discuss with

schools, parenta and children as pnrt of .

our School'a Open campaign this yenr

In the AAA also
that driving carefully begins even before
you 155\;:3 your drivuwuyth

“The key is to expect the unexpected,”
said Mlll-r *There could be kids walking
or biking to school right behind you as
you back out of your driveway, When
driving in school zonnu near play-
grounds, or in neighborhoods where chil.
dren play, expect a chiId to dart out into
the roadway, That way, you'll never be
taken by surprise and you will be able to
stop in time,”

During the campaign, the Auto Club is
encouraging drivers to remember that
children are not small adults, It could be

more difficult for a child to judge traffic -

situations because his or her peripheral
vision is one-third narrower than an
adult’s. Children may also make the mis-
take of assuming that if they can sce a
car, the driver ¢can sco them - often

hing traffic

ists have a difficult time sceing

obeying is heavy, Brokas noted.
AAA Michigan is also

safety.

“A great burden is on the motorist to
take extra precaution when driving in
areas with achool-age children,” said
Richard J. Miller, AAA Michigon Com-’
nnm(ty Safety Sorvices manager. “Some

f thess kids have very little experience
m dealing with traffic situations.”

Since 1988, 237 school-age pedestrians
have died in school bus-related crashes.
Half of those were between the ages of 5
and 7, according to the Nuﬁonnl High-
way Traffic Safety Administration. Last
year, 106 children under age 18 lost
their lives in traffic accidents in Michi-

. gan, and 11,257 were injured.

The atart of school is a hectic time,
Miller said, and families don't always
put traffic safety at the top of the list.

B .

children because of thoir amall stature.

To help protect children, AAA urges
motorists to follow these safoty tips:

M Slow down in or near school and res-
idential areas,

B Drive with your headlights on —
even during the day — so children and
other drivers can see you,

M Look for clues -uch an School Safety
Patrols, bicycles, and playgrounds that
indicate children could be in the area,

- between parked cars and other
objecta for signs that children could dart
into the road.

I Practice extra caution in bad weath-

I Always -wp fur uhool buses that
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H A little advice

I found it interesting that you ran an
editorial entitled “We need your
advice." The firat thing that I would
advise your paper to do is tell Mike
Malott totake a second look at the
reality of Dotroit Metro Airport,

It scems that every other week -
either the Detroit News or Free Press
runs a front page article detailing the
cronyism, corruption and incompe-
tenco that goes on at an airport that
all of us rely on. Unfortunately Mr.
Malott chose to write a column that
reads like a press release from the
Michigan Democratic Party. Any fre-
quent traveler can tell you that there
is somothing very wrong with DTW,
but your writer would rather have our
fellow citizens act like ostrichea on this
vital transportation issue.

T've had the opportunity to travel
through a number of different airports
in my life, and I can safely say that
Detroit Metro compares favorably to
moat third world airports. The best
solution that I can think of is to take
control of the airport away from
Wayne County. That is 8 good public
policy choice for the long-term. It is
simplistic to view this a8 a Democrat
vs. Republican thlng. Minneapolis-
St.Paul Airport is run by an indepen-
dent airport authority and that would
provide an excellent model for us to
use as a starting polnt for dnaxgmng
our own airport

business being involved in. Is this
youth program going to turn into some
kind of city-run social services pro-
gram where thoy start doing home
inspections ete.?

Mas. Bates has lost the fundamental
concept of running a city. How much of
our valuable resources are going into
the Farmington Youth and Family
Services Program that could be better
spent on other important issues that
plague our city such as, over develop-
ment, tho environment, utilities and
the Eleven Pines debacle,

It's time Ms. Bates stops spending
our tax dollars on her “pet” projects
and atarta doing what she was elected
to do - run our city and leave the rais-
ing of children up to the parents.

Cathy Struble
Farmington Hills

W More on ‘carnies’

Mr. MeAllister should be both
embarrassed for himself and fright-
ened for his children.

He should be embarrassed for admit-
tinghaisa c]nsmt nnoh perﬁ.-ctly Buit-

for his p cul-

were their beat customer, When a busi-
neas is this well run, it ia easy to tout
its virtues and bo a dedicated cus-
tomer.

Mary Kay
Farmington Hills

M Unrelated issues

Bill Smith (not to be confused with
the husband of the former Farmington -
Hills mayor) just can’t scem to sepa-
rato fact from fiction. In his Aug. 16
letter to the Observer, Smith tries to
defend his political ally State Rep.
Andrew Raczkowski's announced deci-
sion to move out of his district to run
far Congress by diverting the discus-
sion to an unrelated issue, the 11
Pines golf expansion.

Representative Raczkowskd is on
record aa of a few weeks ago that he
waa loaking to move to another city so *
that he could run for Congress and
that he had raised $100,000 for that
race. Tho Observer noted that fact by
writing a critical editorial dealing with
his planned move, as I did, because he
would be abandoning his present con-
long before his term was

ture. It is nxnctly his typoe of clossiam
the United States has been trying to
escape for hundreds for years.

r. McAllister should also be fright-
ened for his children, as they will grow
up with a rola model that Iacks bath

Furthermore, lnbel\ng areview of
the airport as *just another politieal
battle” strikes me as an attempt to
obscure the truo issues, To have a jour-
nalist pretend that there’s nothing

and apirit,

To put into eﬂ'cct Mr. McAllister's .
plan to “rid our city of this low-class
trash and utilize the area for some-
thing moro cmoynbln and ‘classy’,”
Fi should all doc-

wrong with Detroit Metro is
bla to the FBI telling us that organized
crime does not exist, In my eyes it
reflected poorly on the Observer that
such a piece was publish
Christopher M. Cummins
Farmington Hills

W Questions program

Afer reading your article about the
Farmington Youth and Family Ser-
vices Program, I have many unan-
ewered questions,

7 One queation, and most important,
is what empirical data does Ms. Batea
w upon to reach her conclusions
regarding the success of this program?
For instancs, can we conclude if we did
not spend tax dollars “carly on” for this
youth program, as Ms. Batea stated,
t.hnt we would bo spending money sup-
porting David Kinchen in jail or some
other law enforcernent program for
troubled youth?

Shouldn't David's mother get at least
somo credit for raising a fine young
man? Do we need to spend tax dollars
on a “city” Youth Program in a commu-
nity where youth programs are in
abundance; such as, the YMCA, vari-
ous church programs, and the Farm-
ington Hills Recreation Department -
Jjust to name a fow.

The Farmington Hills community
offers parents 8o many opportunities
where they ean involve their children
in after school activities that I find it
mind-boggling to see we are spending
tax dollars on a “city” youth program.
Secondly, the citizens are curren!
spending tax dollars on the public
achools and the achools already have
after school youth programs. How
many more do we need?

Ms, Bates has fallen off course; she
appears tobe ltartluu a whole new

in F: Hills and

are loading or

straying into arcas that the city has no

t
o

tors, lawyers, engincers, teachers, and
Ph.D.’s (with tecth preferably) to trav-
cl from town to town putting up end
taking down carnival rides for mini-

mum wage.
If it ia the safety of the rides that
Mr. McAllister is afraid of then he
should have critiqued the lack of feder-
al and state regulations rather than
the class end number of teeth of the

workers.
Erin Kenney
Farmington Hills

Robert McAllister of Farmington is
upset with the “class” of the carnival
workers, What happened to all this
diversity that's been so bandied about?
Carnies are people, too.

Lowell R. Rowe
Farmington

M Thanks to Colonial

1 am a fairly regular customer of the
Colonianl Car Wash in Farmington and
1 have always been impressed with
their friendly and efficient service,

Recently, on one of the hottest days
of the summer, I stopped in to get my
bug-laden mini-van washed and,
despite the intense heat, they worked

on my car until all the bugs were
removed, The manager himself came
out to lend some elbow grease to the
cause. He is not one who stays hidden
in the office doing paperwork. The
young people that are employed there
ere very hard working, elean-cut. and

polite kida,

P would like to publicly thank Colo-
nial Car Wash for their community
and customer sorvice. They raise
money for local people in need (i.e.
laukemia and head trauma patientas),
they excite children with their Hal.
loween and Christmas displays, and
they treat every customer as if he/she

)
i

over. In recent days, Mr, Raczkowski
has sbandoned that notion and for
that I applaud him,

Mr. Smith has learned that when
you can’t defend a position, switch to
something else, which he did when he
claimed that then Councilperson
Nancy Batea and myself pushed
through the purchase of the land that
is planned for expansion of the golf
course, development of any office com-
plex and other amenities.

The last time I checked the city char.
ter, it requires that at least four votes
are needed to pass anything and that
decision to purchaso 11 Pinea was
unanimous, 7 to 0,

That decision was in the beat inter- +%
eat of Farmington Hills, will be paid oftf &
complotely through the ‘sala of & pore .
tion of the property to the office devel-
apers and could end up making money -
through the receipts of the proposed  ©
driving ran [

It is also a fact that the city is in the *
best position to nddress the question of. - .
the pond and will be held to a higher
standard than a private developer.
‘When the project is completed the
city’s taxpayers as well as the thou-
sands of golfers will benefit. i

Aldo Vagnozst:
Farmington Hﬂla: .

Share your opinlons

We welcome your letters to the
editor. Please include your full name,
address and phone number for
verification. We may edit for clarity, ;
space and content. '

Mail:
Letters to the Editor
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