ln January 1899, a sudden snowstorm struck

znuu-nst Mlchlg-un. dumping 12 inches of snow on
ev.mpollbnn Airporl. Air trann: was disrupted,

ro left ded in

khrplancl on thn tarmac. In tho following months,

OTHER OPINIONS

. I . {F)A9 '
Politlcs fuels Senate’s

ongoing airport probe

by Airpaort and Non-Afrport Monagement,
M Insistence that all contracta be advertised for
bids at regular intorvals.

l‘l‘hu concessions program which selected 80

o .S, Department of Tr:
od to determino what went wrong. Michigan Stato
Sennu Republicana also formed a special commit-

teo to determine the

causes of tho air traf-

fic shutdown,
The Transportation
Department subso.
quently issued a
report stating that
Northwoest Airlines
‘waa responsible for
tho stoppage of air
traffic. The Senate
Committee nover
nddressed the snow-
storm isaue but has
formulated numerous
statements question.
ing Wayne County’s
manogement of Metro
Airport.

nder committee direction, up to 12 state audi-
wra have looked at airport documents over the
past two years. They have asked for paperwork

Etward McNemara

that includea more than 30,000 poges of informa-
tion pertaining to airport contracts, somo as old as
30 years.
The nirport, over the laat 30 years, has had
h af' and b

yot the majority of the mw auditors’ queations
concern only a handful of contracts. The auditors
have never claimed uthlcul impropriety, yot the

p: reporters
have regularly iasuud ntah.-mnnu clmmmg the
audit mpuru show uncthical management procoss-
3 at the airport. It has been clear that politics
plays an important behind-the-scones role in the
committeo's inveatigation.

Forgotten in this entire matter in that in more
than 88 percent of the 5,000 contracts the eirport
has with vendors and lervico providers, the rules,
regulations and procedures wero followed to the
last detail, In anly a few instances luu there been

lificd sorvice providers to establish the new

restaurants and shops in the new airport terminal
has been lauded by airport professionals through.
out the country for its cthics, fairness, vndety of
shopping and restaurant facilitics, nnd pricing. In
!.ho new terminal, travelers will pay the same
prices that they pay outside the eirport.

W Establist of an Ethica C
seo the ding of i

‘We have spent milliona of dollars making more
than 600 improvements to Motro Airport over the
last 12 years while working diligently to marshal
lhn resources to build a new terminal, Thia
i new i take-off and
landing delays, new rondways, enlarging entrancea
to tho terminala, new parking decks, renovated
bathrooms and now walkwaya,

This terminal didn't juat jump out of the ground

to over-

Mike Malott

Here's a dilemma for you -,uut how mut.h right
do we, a8 a society, have to tell

éﬁhmuuhd'treuafnneuwt
be forced on the
mentally ill?

soe judges be allowed to commit if there

who
are mentally ill that they have to take their medi-
cations?

Do you and I have the right to force treatment
on such a patient because his or her view of the
world doesn't match up to our concept of sanity?
Should we require treatment even if that person
presents no particular danger to others?

Or do we allow mentally ill people to live at the
fringes of society even though their illness itself
contributes to their decision not to get treatment,
and therefore to their decision to remain on the
fringe? State Rep, Virg Bernero, D-Lansing, has
little pati for the

on its own. Wo began sceking airline
and federal involvement more than 12 years ago
because we recognized the increasing need for
more and botter facilitics.

This involved frequent trips to Washington,
D.C,, to get the backing and assistance of President
Bill Clinton, Transportation Secrotary Federico
Pena, U.S. Rep. John Dingell, Bob Carr and many
others who helped us get the $160 million from the
federal government we needed to maka this project
possible. We had to win approval of Congreas for &
way to pay for the new terminal since the airlines
couldn’t or wouldn't put up the money.

The airline's share of the cost of building the new
terminal is less than 5 percent of tho cost, The
state government, which talks now of gaining con-
trol of tho airport, did little to help promote con-
struction of a new airport terminal,

The end result of all thia efTort is that, with the
backing of a friendly national administration, we
will have produced one of the finest airports in the
world. I find it extremely disheartening that there
is such an enormous attention paid to a fow sup-
posed tranagressions, whilo completely ignored is
the quglity of service that Wayne County provides

“Being homéless and eating out of Dumpsters is
not o lifestyle choice,” he said. '(Schlmplue}ﬁn)

isa
{al” of a danger and if the patient is unable
to gnize the need for .

This is a discussion that needs to happen in
Lansing. Current law was written years ago, and
the ability of psychiatry to diagnose mental ill-
neases and the ability to treat have much
improved.

The question that needs to be

answered Is whether we really are
being compassionate If we allow them

tha freedom, as we currently do, to opt
out of treatments,

robs you of the ability to make ratiunal di
At that point, the illneas ia in control, When you
are hearing voices, you are not free to choose, At
that point, the medications are the liberating fac.
tor.”

He's unhappy with civil libertarians and
patienta’ advocates who would argue that an indi-
vidual has a right to refuse treatment or drugs.
On medication, they can be contributing members
of saciety, proud of their accomplishments,
Bernero sald. Off medication, he argued, they
unable to cope with the demands of daily m‘o and
simply “continue to deteriorate.”

One third of all homeless people, Bernero esti.
mated, are seriously mentally itl. And he has
some experience with the issue. His brother suf-
fers from mental illncss. Bernero explained that
he grew up fighting to get treatment for hia broth-
er,

That's one of the reasons he pluns to sponsor
legislation this fall - along with Reps. Andrew

owski, R-Farmington Hills, and Tom
Gwrge. R Portugo that would cseentially force

in every area o8 wnll as the number of'i

any infe that there was to con-
tract-processing regulations, Many of these
instances have been reported falsely,

In some cases we have been accused of misdeeds
that were merely technical deviations.

- We have taken many steps in the last two yehrs
to cnsuro that every business arrangement and
contract is nbove reproach. This includes;

& Eatablishment of a new system of checks and
balances, Every contract decision is double-checked

pen Sunday

During the Sale.

i we have
We have 5, DO() employees who are dning an out~
ding job of ding services 1 to the
residents of Wnym: County. We are working every
day to do the best that we can. We should be
Jjudged on the total job that we arc deing.

Edward H, McNamara is the Wayne County
Executive.
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Save up to 20% off Heslop’s everyday low prices on most giftware, dinncrware, stemware, and flatware.
. Choase from among such famous names as Atlantis, Block, Cristal J.G. Durand, Fitz and Floyd, Lenox,
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8200 (Ford Rd. between Tnkat 21429 Mack Ave. (Nosth of Light Mde Ri) Thowy. west of Briarwood Mall)

and Beech Daby) Sterling Heights, Eastlake Commons Grand Rapids,

Livonla, Merri-Five Plaza (B10) 247-811) (Oncomerof Hal Kd and I1mws R4 Breton Village Mall

734) 522-3850 (On comer of (616) 957-2145

th u!n. and Mnru:unl Troy. Oakdand Mall (248) 389-1433 (Beeton Rd. and Rurton R )
Nord, Nowi Town Center  1acat Bloomfield, Orchard Mal Okemos, Meridian Mall
(248) 349-8090 (248) 737-8080 (Orchard Lake and 13 Mk} (517) 349-4008

Visit us at our Web site: waw heslops.com
Sale does mot includs sterling sitrer flatware or cleanince merchandise. Normal exclusions apply. Pleasr a1k @ saletperson for detaits.
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lly ill people in some cases.

'I'he bill wnu.ld allow family members to scek
commitment of mentally ill people, and the courts
wollld hnve the option nf pumng the sufferer into
igned to make
lure he takes his medicine aa prescribed. If the
patient still refuses, a judge could put himina
mental hospital.

Current law says that mentally i§l people can
only be committed if it can be proven they repre-
sent a danger to themselves or others. Bernero
said he wants that standard eased. He'd like to

QuaLITY Buy

- Energy wise Spa

= 23 Executive Sunroom Features
* Sunroom Lifetime
Transferable Warranty

Stop in for a Wet Test in our S7605
"Mood Room" and recelve a FREE glft.|"“
100% Money Back Guarantee
Refi-Consolidation Loans J -
« Convenlent Shcp-at'Homc Service * Financing Avallable with |<
+ No Payments until 2002 |
with approved credit

. Perhaps ma::d important has been the punh in

of mt
u:lly ill people. A good idea perhaps, but withcut
the support systems in place, the end result is
often that those with mental illnesses simply fall
through the cracks, Bernero said, The end result
ﬂmttheymnnttaknnmmnfata&‘l’heycan
easily fall into homelessness or crime.

Bernero makes the point that when a person
suffers from schizophrenia, it is sometimes i impos-
sible to spot when that person might become vio-
lent. With that illness, he said, & patient with no
history of violence can easily become violent.

But the tougher question, the one that needs to
be addressed, is whether we are doing mentally ill
people any favors by letting them drop out of
treatments and eventually drop out of society.

We like to think of our society as a compassion-
ate, caring one. That is especially true when it
comes to mentally ill people, The question that
needs to be answered is whether we really are
being compassionate if we allow them the free-
dom, as we currently do, to opt out of treatments,
Aro we doing them any favors if we allow them to
live with an iliness despite the fact we know that
in making their refusals, it made be the ilincss
itself that leads them to that decision.

Mike Malott reports on the local implications
of state and regional events. He can be
reached by phone at (810) 227.0171 or by e-
mail at mmalott@homecomm.net.
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151000 off 75

NOW 56895

Open 7 Days 10-8 Mon.-Fri. - 10-6 Sat. = 11-5 Sun.
Two Convenient Locations

Canton

1717 N. Canton Center Road
Southwest Corner of Ford and Canton Center

Clinton Townshl(r
20330 Hall Roa
2 Mlle East of Lakeside Mall 4 Mlies West 0of1-94 '

Call 800-44-TONY-V :
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