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Harrison makes progress as building process continues

BY DAN O'MPABRA
STAYY WRITER

A good showing in a four-team
scrimmage hos Farmington Har-
rison coach Tim Russell thinking
positive nbout the upcoming boys
soccer season.

The Hawks, who were winless
last year with three ties, had a
2-0-1 record in presenson action.

Harrison “worked the kinks
out” during a 1-1 tie with Tem-
perance Bedford before defeating
Monroe St. Mary-Catholic Cen-
tral and Monroe Jefferson.

“] see us doing quite bettor
than wo did,” aaid Russell, who
starts his gecond season as head
coach,

A lot haa to do with it being
the second year of everybody
working together. We're chang-
ing the nttitudo in the program,
basically.”

Senior co-captain Marjel Tani
and junior Fatos Gjetnj will start
at the forwards with sophomores
Chris Kollins and Brett Laird as
backupa,

] SOCCER

“Marjel is probably the most
gifted striker as far as offensive
skills and speed,” Russell said.
“He's very creative and extreme-
1y nggrouwu in attacking the
net.

Gjetaj was unable to play
much soccer the lnst two years
duo to a family commitment, but
Russell is happy to have the 6-
foat-3, 200-pounter on board full
time.

“He's very knowledgeable
about the game, and he shoota
well with both feet,” Russell
snid. “We'ro expecting a lot of
good things from him,”

Kollias ia the team’s most ver-
satile player and is able to play
anywhere on the field. Laird is
primarily a8 midfielder and some-
one who can play any position,
too, except for kecper, Both win
& lot of 50-50 balls and have good
offensive skills, according to
Russell,

In the midficld, the Hawks

also have senior co-captain Noah
Bander, senior Ervin Kalaj,
Jjuniora Chris Fink, Eric White
and Moon Lee sophomore Adi
Djakovic, The first unit will be
Laird, White, Bander and Lee.
Bander was the team MVP
and an all-division player last
year. He's a good pnncr and all-
round player, to Rus-

and how to nm:ch nnd few peo-

“Kunln h prohably t}l‘m most

ple get around

Ruasell sajd.
“Chris Kollias is going to be
very good for us, He'a & smart

. tackler, and he doesn't miss

many,” he added.
Erikson, who transferred too
late last yenr to play soccer, isan

sell,

“Most of atl he knows the game
very well,” he said, adding White
is “a smart player and smooth
runner,” one of Harrison's best
overall performers.

Laird intercepted a lot balls in
the scrimmage, and Lee is “prob-
ably the most athletic player. He
goes into a bicycle kick without
thinking nbout it,” Russell said.

The defenders, in_addition to
Kollias, are seniors Emery Erik-
son and Alfred Gjekaj, junior
Kurtis Lovio, sophomore Mark
Lenz and freshman Chria Diehl,

Kollias will be the stopper and
Gjekaj the sweeper with Erikson
and Lovio at the marking back
positions,

Gjekaj has good instinets when

Raiders drop opener to Mustangs

Senior receiver Brian Johns
caught a pair of touchdowns
passca from junior quarterback
Rich Hegatrom in host North
Farmington's 42-12 loss to
Northville Friday.

Johns caught six passes in all
for 121 yards. Hegstrom was 11
of-19 pnssing for 163 yards. The
TD tosscs to Johna covered 65
and 36 yards.

Tim Downing ran for firat-
quarter TDs of 28 and 3 yards as
the Mustangs teck n 14-6 lead.

Bill Atkins caught a 6-yard TD

——————————————————
| | FOOTBALL
pass and Matt Cornelius ran 63
yards for a TD, boosting
Northville’s halftime advantage
0 28-6,

Atkins returned the sccond-
half kickoff 85 yards for a score,
and Downing was on the receiv-
ing end of a 26-yard TD pnss in
the fourth quarter.

Hegstrom and Johns hooked
up for a accond TD pass with
four minutes remaining.

HaWI(S from page B1

The Raiders had 61 yards on
the ground, led by scnior Justin
Cook, who had 26 yards on 12

carries.

“The kids played hard right to
the end,” North assistant coach
Rick Lee said. “But we can play
better.”

‘Corneliua rushed for 96 yards
on nine carries, and Downing
had 60 yards on 10 rushing
nttempts.

@ Farmington lost its senson
opener to Novi, 44-6, No details
were available Friday night.

. drive with the opening kickofT.

Harrison wasn't on the trailing

* end of a score until the ninth
game against Country Day last
season.

The Wildeats were helped by
an inadvertent whistle that
allowed them to replay a first
down following an 8-yard loss.

The next play went for a 21-
yard gain by Jason Eldredge and
led to Kyle Rowley's 13-yard TD
toss to Kurt Lubelan.

*“Some of our fears came true,”
Herrington said. “We had a little
trouble stopping the running
game. We knew we had to be
ready to hit (Oxford tailback

. Luis) Gomez, and we didn't tack-
le well early.

“The firat drive was disap-
pointing to us. But, after they
blocked and ran hard for six
minutes, we scored on the first
play, which had to be somewhnt
demoralizing to them.”

Harrison's first offensive play
of the senson was the 66-yard,
Stanton-to-Shabaj TD pass, and
it took the Hawks all of nine sec-
onds to reach the end zone and
tie the score.

The Wildcats forced the
Hawks to punt the next time,
but Mayberry caused a fumble
and Bill Richeson recovered at
the Oxford 47.

Harrison maintained posses-
sion and took a 13-7 lead five
plays later on a 2-yard run by
Woods, who finished with 98
yards on 10 carries.

The Hawks seored on their Inst
three possessions of the hall for
8 35-7 advantage. Stanton also
passed to Shabaj for a two-point
converaion that made it 21-7.

*We gave them a break; that
happena in football, nnd they
took advantage of it,” Oxford
coach Bud Rowley said, referring
to the fumbled punt.

*We had them on the run. We
battled them tooth and nnil.
They have a great tenm and so
do we. They're a little better
right now. I'd play them again
next week if I had to.

“We'll go home and get ready
for Flint Powera. Wc'll turn it
around and get it going.”

Harrison's first offense scored
on its first two possessions of the
second half. Stanton passed to
Shabej for a fourth TD, and
Woods eprinted 37 yards around
1eR end for hia second TD and a
48-7 score.

Oxford's Steve Flores ran 2
ynrds for a TD against Harri-
son’s second defense, and Harri-
son backup quarterback Jake
Ghnnnam hit Mike Bartley on
the run with a perfect strike for
o 49-ynrd TD pass to complete
tho scoring.

Despite the awesome offensive

displny, Stanton believes the®

Hawks can do better,

*We've got a lot more in stare,”
he said. “The defense can get
better, and the offense needs to

work harder in practice.
“Everyons is us to

efficient.
“Defond

just can'’t stay on

last year. That was in week 14,
We're far from where we were
last year.

“Everybody is talking about
our offense, but the dofense
stepped up ngainst Gomez. Wo
watched the film of two years
ago (when Gomez had a big
game in an Oxford victory), and
we didn't want to be embar-
rassed in thn first game of our
seniol e

Harrison bad 608 yards in
total offenae, 363 of that through
the nir. Gomez had 98 yards on
17 carries, and Kyle Rowley was
8-0f-12 passing for 98 yards.
Oxford hnd 303 total yards,

“I thought the passing game
was there,” Herrington said. “We
were extremely accurate and

Agim. Drew is very accurate;
that's his main strength. Some
quarterbacks might throw a
prettier spiral, but he throws
with velocity and on target.”

PREGAME TRIBUTE: The Hawks
remembered thelr No. L fan piior to Frt-
doy's game when they pald tribute to
the late Fran Herrington In 8 pregome
coromony.

Fron, the wifo of longtime coach John
Hetrington, died of cancer In June.

With Harelson players and coaches
lined up shouldor to shoutder on the
sidetine, the voice of the Hawks, game
announcer Dave Turnquist eutogized
Fran, recalling what a greot fan she was
of Hormson football for 31 years.

Tha Harrison boosters gove o 31-belt
saluto to Fran ong placed & memoriat
ploguo below the scoreboard thot rends
*Fran # 1.7

nice to
the team, Rumll said.

€ BA!
“He waa one of our tuuxhe:t
players last year. If he gets beat,
he won't stop until he gets the
ball back.”

The goalie is junior Dustin
Babler. He also can play forward
and haa one of the better shots
on the team, Russell said.

Harrison starts the scason

Wednesday when it plays host la
Waterford Kettering at 7 p.m.

*We're looking forward to
being around .500 or better,
which is 2 big jump coming of!
last year,” Russell said.

“The attitude we seem to have
is very good. Everybody is aware
we're trying to build something
here, and I feel pretty good about
what we've done so far.”

Store Hours: Mon., Thurs. & Fri. 10-8; Tues. & Sat. 10-6; Sun. Il~40osedWed
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™ Special Close-Out
{ of In-Stock Patio

and Umbrellas.

Additional discounts from
already low sale prices on
all in-stock patio furniture.

Hurry in today for

874 W. Ann Arbor Road

Furniture,
Cushions

best selection!

Replacement
Cusltions

ANN ARBOR
3500 Pontlac Trall

(734) 662-3117
PLYMOUTH

(734) 4597410 ¢
J
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~Unlon ONE.members’' are ‘=is0. Dwners,
returned to them in lower loan rates, like. !hl.i h
Iine of cradit. It allows you to borrow up to 10096
home's value, with zero fees to pay. -

1t's just ona of the money saving perks -

[ INTRODUCTORY RGO ILUCE Credit Unlon ONE.

Joln us, and the things you borrow or -

save for will suddenly cost less.
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o CIHTON FM ‘$-800-441-8999
On Line at
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