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porformance opportunity. The
clinics and jam help

educate them,

“We have a handout for kids
and encourage them to play and
we tell them what things to prac-
tice to improve their improvisa-
tion skills, also who they should
listen to. In jnzz, that's probably
the most important thing.”

Picrson knows the importance
of educating musicians at an
early age. He taught music in
Dearborn Schools for 356 yoars
before retiring and becoming
executive director of the Michi-
gan Schoo! Band and Orchestra
Association. Co-founder of the
jazz studies program at Henry
Ford Community College with
Don Lupp, Pierson directed the
band at the Montreux Jazz Fes-
tival in Switzerland in 1978 and
the first Montreux Detroit Jazz
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Festival (now the Ford Dotroit
International Jazz Festival) 22
years ago,

“Every timo it's a different set
of kids for the improv clinic,”
said Pierson. *The challenge is
you have kids in the audience
who've never improvised and
those who have. And you never
know if there could be a Charlie
Parker or Dizzy Gillespie out
there who's never improvized so
you try to get them to try it.”

Bill Baxtresser can't forget the
first time he soloed in one of the
festival's jam sessions four years
ago. Baxtressor plays trumpet
with the Farmington Harrison
High School Jazz Band as well
as the Detroit S{mphony Civie

Orchestra and ? vic Jazz Band,
ison's Periormance, noon

oh n¥. ept. 3 on the Absopure
Waterfront gtage, marks the
fourth tima Baxtresser will per-

community acholarships and
organizations like VSA arts,
which provides music and arts
therapica programa for children
and adults with disabilities.

VSA arts of Michigan

“We saw how art helped devel-
op Katie Wise's abstract think-
ing,” said Virginin Debenham *
Rodgers, arts council vice presi-
dent. “It just goes to show that
art con go a long way to help
people with disabilities.”

‘The art foir and council helps
Birmingham Groves High School
studenta as well, This year Carly
Hoffman, Michacl Denson and
Robbic Madvin will exhibit their
work for free thanka to sponsor-
ship from the Franklin Arts
Council.

“I'm excited about the three
students from Birmingham
Groves High School showing
their art,” enid Kerr, “We atarted
sponsoring n student last year
.for the 20th anniversary. It's
+ important having the young
kida. It's a way for them to get
‘sexposure and the opportunity to
share their work.”

Whimsical works

George Landino has been shar-
ing his work with Art on the
Green crowds for nearly all of its
21 years. An art teacher for 42

years in Birmingham Public
Schools, Landino will bring
whimsical, tongue-in-cheock
works focusing on everything
from cowboys and Indians to ani-
mals and sportsmen. Ona espe-
cially close to his heart is of o
fisherman, Landino created the
wooden sculpture in memory of
his father. It features a man
asleep in a boat while a whole
:chool of fish swim under his
ine.

Landino will alse bring boxes
topped with themes ranging
from dancers to cats, dogs and
ather animals.

“I like Art on the Green
because it's a one day show, a
rally before kids go back to
school,” said Landino who will do
11 shows this year including
Only the Best, a national draw-
ing exhibit Nov, 17-18 at the
University of Michigan Track
and Field House in Ann Arbor.

“They really have good artists
at Art on the Green,” quipped
Landino. “It caters to art con-
noisseurs who want something
apecial,”

Custom design

Of course, one of the “good
artists” Landino s talking about
is Adam Shirley, a former stu-
dent of his at Birmingham

form in the featival,

. “It opencd my eyes to many
different possibilities to what I'd
been doing with improvisation,”
snid Baxtresser who racently
returned from a’jazz camp in
Lake Placid, N.Y. “And every
performance you do is an educa-
tional It's basieall;

“Tho kids aro really excited
about it,” seid Phillips, band
director at Harrison for 21 years.
“It's kind of special because 1
won't be back. It's our final
farewell. We learned new songs
for the festival including Stove
Spicgl's Ber Ceuse for Mallory.
It’s a difficult time chart with

like a professional job. And play-
ing in the festival is the most
exposure we're going to receive
for the Farmington Harrison
Band.*

Bittersweet

The group's performance is bit-
terawseet for Mark Phillips, This
is his final time directing the
Farmington Harrison High
8chool Jazz Band. He takes over
as band director at Weat Bloom-
field High School this fall.

ol
Hard edge: This contempo-
rary brooch is by Adam
Shirley.

Groves High School. In fact,
Shirley created his first piece of
jewelry in Landino’s claas.
Today, Shirley owns a custom
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y I'm looking
forward to having a lot of the
kids doing improv solos.

“It's kind of an honor (to be in
the jazz festival) becnuse you
have to do woll at thoe state jazz
festival,” Phillips inued. "It's

8chool Jazz Band is one of the
bands who vied for the honor of
performing in the festival by
earning high marks at Michigan
8chool Band and Orchestra
Association compatitions held
throughout the school year.
Composed of eighth-graders, the
26-piece big band rehearses
overy day. It ia one of two jazz
groups Bob Kroll directs at West
Middle School.

“A fow of the kids hod older
brothera and sisters who per-
formed at the fostival so they
had ambitions,” said Kroll who

such a big venue and for them to
be on stage with so many famous
national and international musi.
cians who ara a part of it. To
play at that festival is somsthing
they remember for the rest of
their lives.”

The Rochester West Middle

design studio on old Woodward
in Birmingham.

Shirley will only do two shows
this year becauso requeats for
his wedding and engagement
rings keep him busy working 14
hour days, He'll bring a wide
array of earrings, bracelets,
necklaces, brooches, and rings to

on the Green.

Precious metals

Shirley describea the gold, sil-
ver and platinum pieces as “con-
temporary, hard edge, industrial
designa with matte finishes.”

“I haven’t done Art on the
Green bofore but I lived just
down the road and heard about
it,” said Shirley who reccived his
bachelor of fine arta degree from
Center for Creative Studies.

It's that reputation for offering
quality art that keeps the crowds
as well a8 artista coming back
year after year.

“Our art show is like being in a
candy story,” gaid Kerr, “You
can't decide what to buy.”

For information about the §7th
annual Franklin Labor Day
Round-up and parade, call the
Franklin Community Association
at {248) 865-9382.

Mellaza Manchester
September 7th

grew up in Westland and gradu-
ated from Wayne Memoria! High
School. “The MSBOA process
motivatea them to perform well.
They set & goal and worked
townrdn. uchiev(ng‘h. 'l'hey mado

It raised the barre of their stan.
d; ..

A professional saxophonist
with Take Five, Kroll believes,
like Piorson, that experieace and
listening to jazz is essential in
developing young musicians,

“It's especially important for
them to be able to see all those
porformers,” said Kroll who's
taught music at Blue Lake Fino
Arts Camp since 1889, “Unlike
30 yoars ago, it's tough to sog
jazz performers, capecially at
that young an age.

“And it's important for them to
perform in the festival. It's about
the culture,” continued Kroll
who's played with The Contours,
T jons and Four Tops. “It's

a and
the whole group. It pushed them,

about being a performing muu[:
clan.” .

EXpPressions ;. c:

Weber, pointing to a portrait of a
woman, The colors in the
woman's hair and face mirror
the marbled paper it's painted
on.

“This one was done after
squirting paint on paper from a
bottle. It's good discipline and
develops crentivity.”

Weber's love of cars can be
seen in several of the paintings
including Packard Brass. Tho
work was featured in the 1999
Michigan Wator Color Society
exhibition. The gold hardware

Farma in Ann Arbor, According
to Weber, the muscular beauties
were originally developed in
England to carry knights and
their heavy armor and then later
used as draft horses,

Variety of subjects

Woeber paints a range of sub-
jecta from atreet musicians in

ew Orleans to a Ukrainian col-
list appearing with the Livonia
Symphony Orcheatra. They're all
here in his lower level studio
where he's currently working on
[ ission fc ing 1981 and

literally glows on this cl p
paointing of o headlamp from o
1910 Packard, -

Longtime car lover

Wober has a way with cars.
And no wonder. He worked as o
clay modeler at Ford’s Design
Center in Dearborn for 20 years.

Trees and sky reflect in the
hood of a 3.8 litre Jaguar from
the early 1960s. A painting of a
late 19508 D type Jaguar was

ibited in tho Eye on the Clas-.

:?:?Shaw at the Ford ‘Estato in
Grosse Pointo.

But there’s more. A Shire eolt
vests in the fields at Domino's

1991 Morgans, a handmade
British car.

“Over the 19 years I'va been
doing fine art, I've gotten a lot
looser and have more knowledge
nbout working with pigments,
how they work physically, how
they work with water, will they
lay aver another color?”

It's apparent by looking at the
paintings, Weber's having no
trouble mastering the tranapar-
ent, opaque and staining colors.

Have an interesting idea for a
story? Call arts reporter Linda
Ann Chomin at (734) 953-2145
or send e-mail to

Ichomin@oc.homecomm. net
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Try our fall workshops and classes|

Metals Watercolor

Mixed Medla Portfolio Prep
Painting Youth Ceramics
Pastels Youth Drawing
Photography Youth Jewelry
Polymer Clay Youth Mixed Media

Art History
Auto Design
Calligraphy
Ceramics
Critiques
Design

Drawing Printmaking Youth Painting
Flbers Sculpture Youth Photography
Art Trips & Tours  Adult & Chll

Jewelry

JACK )
THIS WED 8729 + 7:30 PM Il THIS THURS 8/30 « 7:30 PM

Ask ABOUT OUR SPECIAL LECTURES AND EVENTS!
S.AMMY. !S‘ AGAR
Birmingham Bloomfleld Art Center : : AT ARSRITAS
1516 South Cranbrook Road e #

Brmingham, Michigan 48009

1 (Northwest Corner of 14 mile & Cranbrook Rd.)
T WWW.BBARTCENTER. ORG

Call to register now!
(248)644-0866 .
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Never miss a genuine opportunity.
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