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BACK TO COLLEGE

On the road:
Matt Comp-
ton gets a
CD ready for
his drive to
school -a
time he uses
to get away
from every-
one and col-
lect his
thoughts.

Commuting st
juggle college, work

Many have found the drive to higher education

Editor's note: This is the sccond and
final instaliment in our look at the back-
to-callege scene, comparing dorm and
commuter students.

BY CARA PLOWMAN
STAFF WRITER

Although going away to college is a
natural transition for a lot of high
school graduates, Matt Compton is
among those who opt to stay at home
and commuts to school,

Compton's decision to commute to
Wayne State University allows him to
work in his field of study, while taking

asses.

At his parent’s home in Canton,
Compton’s bedroom is laid out like an
apartment, complete with an office area
for studying, an entertainment system
and a recliner. He mancuvers the furni-
ture with ecase, even though itls
crammed into a space not much larger
than a dorm room,

The life of a commuter

Commuters spend a lot of time in
their cars, cither driving to school and
looking for a parking apat in the endless
rows of vehicles or driving to work.

Compton, 21, usually starts his day ot
7 a.m. After getting ready, he jumps in
his car and prepares himself for the 46-
minute drive into Detroit, usually mak-
ing it to class at 9 a.m.

“I love my morning drive and my
afternoon drive, That'a my time to get

study in his room.

Living with the folks isn’t so bad when you think about it

Editor's note: Cara Plowman how do.
served as a summer intern for the Those who
Observer, working as a staff try out for

reporter. She is managing cditor
of Oakland University's Oakland
Post. .

‘When I graduated from high
school, my grandma told me that
college would go by fast but it

would ba the best four years the same

(maybe five) of my life. Three expericnces /i,

years later, as I ready myself for commuting * Cara Plowma

my senior year, I look back and  that they best way to meet

realize she was right.

College can be an expensive
four-year party if you're not care-
ful. As a student who lives at
home and commutes to class,
I've found an easy way to savo
money without loaing out on "col-
lege life.”

Even though many commuters
stilt choose not to get involved in
campus activities, many more

Home work: Matt has plenty of room to

aports
teams, join
clubs
spend time
on campus
realize that
they can get

can living on campus.

Since I started college at Oak-
land University in fall 1998, I
haven't really atopped moving.
From working long hours at the
school newspaper, attending baa-
kotbnl} games and awimming
matches, learning nbout campus
politics and student government
and hanging out with people I've
met, I have managed to make

awny from
everybedy,
to cotlect my
thoughts,”
he said,

Between
classes, he
spends down
time at the
gym or in
the student
center,
Compton,
who is a
business
major and
German
minor, then heads to work.

For commuters, Compton's routine of
balancing ¢lass and work will sound
familiar.

Commuting to school has its disad-
vantages, but for Compton, a junior, it's
the only way to juggle his need to make
money while getting an education.

While in high school, he started look-
ing at collcges and realized that money
would play a key role in his decision.
With a 4.0 high school GPA, Compton
could have gone to any school, Ultimate-
1y, he choss WSU because of a full schol-
arship offer. Factors like WSU's down-
town location, its reputation and cost
made it attractive. Compton calls the
campus a “hidden treasure,”

*I'm in the city and I lova it. Because
I'm in the city, it means that job oppor-
' tunities are so much
greater.”

On the job

Commuters save money
on room and bonrd or other
expenses that come with
dorm life. That was a big
factor, snid Denise Comp-
ton, Matt’s mother. “The
fewer loans you have when
you graduate, the better off
you are.”

In addition to wanting to
save money on his educa-
tion, Compton chose to
commute 80 he could earn
on-the-job experience dur-
ing school,

and

ents

my college experience unforget.
table. All that and I still made it
to (most of) my classes,
Commuters definitely have the
reputation of lacking school apir-
it, but more students are getting
involved on campus now. For
those who still aren't active,
remember, you picked the school
you wanted to go to. Why not
ahow support for sports teams,
join organfzations and hang out
in the student center. It's the

1 picked OU becnuse it was
close to home, inexpensive and
has a good reputation, At first, I
dreaded the thought of living
with my parents for another four
years, but then I realized that 1
have the rest of my lifo to pay
bills and live on my own. What's
the big rush?

Besides, college isn’t about
sharing a 10-foot by 10-foot dorm

Last year, when
Compton sent out
reaumea to corpo-
rations in the
Detroit area, he
received o eall
from Deloitte &
Touche, a business
consultation firm.
He's worked there
since May.

In the Deloitte & Toucho office, Comp-
ton is lnuded by coworkers who go en
about the work he has done and his
commitment to the company.

“He's ineredibly motivated,” said
coworker Nancy Carrara, senior inter-
nationnl human resources consultant.
“He always says he wishes he could do
more.”

‘Whenever a fellow employee strolls by
his roomy cubical, Compton warmly
asks how they are or demands a hug.

“It’s very encouraging to see young
people who are motivated, good people.
He seems like he's very well-balanced,”
Carrara said. .

At Deloitta & Touche, which handles
taxes, human resources and payroll for
businesses, Compton takes care of poy-
roll for Volkswagen and Rolls-Royce.

Gaining work experience while in
#chool is a lending force for commuters
students.

Paul Tennies, 20, stays busy working
on two degrees at two different achools,
all while gaining experience in his field
as a patrol officer. The Canton resident
is n juniot, behavioral sciences major at
the University of Michigan-Dearborn
and studies at Schooleraft College in the
Criminal Justice Academy. He also
works at the U-M-Ann Arbor in the
Public Safety Department.

Tennics is working for certification to
be 2 police officer.

“I'm able to have a full.time job and
take classes ot the same time. I work to
be financially secure but also to bring
experience into my field along with my
degree,” Tennies said.

Focus is key to Matt Compton’s suc-
ceas, something that might have been
missing if he had been living on cam-
pus.

power to.you.

people.

help alot.

Home and away: Matt Compton enjoys the com-
forts of home, above, and time on the job, at right,
with Nancy Carrara of Deloitte & Touche.

with someone you barely know,
cramming for teats or going
crazy at keg parties. School is
about learning, growing and
making potentially lifelong
friends, If you manage to save n
few bucks along the way, more

After 1 graduate next spring,
T'm proud to say I will not have
any student loans to pay off.
Because I atayed at home,
applied for scholarships and
worked hard, | was ablo to pay
for everything without
money. OK, mom and dad did

One downaide that a com-
muter can't avoid is driving.
Waking up early for classes, bad
woather and rush hour traffic
take their toll. The good thing
about it is the time you get to be
alone and think. For me, it's

“I think people whe live on campus
are motivated less. You have so mnny
more things that you can take part in.”

Most commuters would like to get
involved in campus activities but find
little timo after classes, work and
studying. Compton said he would have
liked to join organizations centered
around German or business.

1s he really missing out on parts of
the college life?

“You always dream about (living on
campus). You always think about it.
You know that you lost something,” he
said. “It's almost envy to aee that one
person has something you can't have,
but it's all in balance.”

The right choice

So-called “commuter colleges” like U-
M Dearborn, Oakland University and
Schooleraft College are sometimes
labeled “half-way schools” and *last
resorts,” Some people consider them a
step below Michigan State University or
the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor.
But dramatic increases in 1 t ot

school like I did in high school and basi-
cally keep it the same,” snid Ringer,
who is studying elementary education.
Compton doesn't regret ataying home *+
during college. His sister Jackie, 19,
to Eastern Michi Univer-

sity, and his brother Scott, 23, used to -
to School :

.

smaller schools within the past decade
may signify a shift in the way students
view commuter colleges.

Compton said he thinks WSU's repu-
tation could be better, but atill backs his
decision, .

“Going to Woyne State kind of knocks
me down a little bit in my opportunities.
You take n person from U-M and com-
pare them to Wayne State ond ulti-

_mately it depends on GPA and avery-

thing else. But if you have that nice
school background, it says a lot for you,”

Schooleraft College student Sara
Ringer, 19, of Canton didn’t want to
move away from her family and friends
for school.

*I didn't have to change anything
about my life. T can still work and go to

showers in peace.

motel. One window,

(80, call mo spoiled).
borrowing

worth it just to be able to eat
home-cooked meals and take

The roommate situation was
the deciding factor in my deci.
sion not to live on campus, At
OU, about 1,100 students take
the plunge each year and mave
into dorms. The small, aquare
rooms resemble those of a cheap
one closet
and one bathroom are not quali-
ties I look for in my living space

Some people remain close to
their college roommates ofter
graduation, but I've heard too
many stories to venture down
that path. As my luck would
have it, I'd end up gotting the
roommate you hear people talk
about. The one that locks you out
of the room overy time her
Yoyfriend visits, invites 20 peo-
ple over to party the night before

ft College. :
His parents, Richard and Denise, said -
they have always supported their son's ©
decision. H
“Matthew i8 a resl go-getter. Things -
always fall into place for him,” said -
Denise. :
Compton will finish out his business
degree in two and a half to three years,
After that, he plans to take his time
obtaining a mnster’s degres, possibly in -
taw or accounting, .
“Anywhere you go you're going to find - |
happy people and you're going to find
unhappy people. It's really n train of .+
thought. You are what you think you ::
are. 'm one of those people who cheosel
to bo happy and thankful for where §-:
am and what God's given me because ©;
T'm very, very, very lucky.”

your big exnm end insists on -
eranking up the stereo avery,
night at 2 a.m. :

No, thank you. So what if I live:
out of my car, got stuck in rush -
hour traffic every day and can
never find a spot to park. L

Undorclasamen who live on
campus have no car, no privacy -
and no peace and quict. Before -
picking a school, 1 weighed the *
positives and negatives of com« |
muting and living on campua,
Your decision might be different, -
but think both options through. - .

Don't just run out and apply }
for o dorm without talking to 4
people who have lived in one '
already. Mom and dad are a lot
Jess likely to let you move back -
home after you've left for a ~
while, 3

Besides, who wants to ent cafe- $
terin food three times a day any- *
way? .




