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An American Rhapsody is a
riveting and powerful drama
about a 16-year-old girl torn by a
simple question: Where is her
home?

Is it with her mother, a strong-
willed Hungarian immigrant
who keeps a tight rein on young
Suzanne’s life in 1960s Califor-
nia? Or is it with the kindly, lov-
ing peasant woman who reared
young Suzanne from infancy to
age 8 behind the Iron Curtain, in
the Hungarian countryside?

Both women love Suzanne
deeply, and both felt betrayed
when Suzanne was snatched

from them. It's not until she
returns to Hungary on her own
that she finally realizes where —
onad with whom — she belongs.
And this movie keeps you with
her all the way.

The tale has nothing to do
with last yoar's best seller,
American Rhapsody, by Joe
Eszterhas. Rather, it's based on
the life of Eva Gardos, who
makes her debut a8 screenwrit-
er-directar.

Gardos focuses not on hiatori-
cal accuracy but the characters’
emotional turmoils, The result is
fascinating.

Because of o mix-up, the
infant Suzanno is left behind

B 'The movie features terrific acting all around, especially by Johansson,
who makes Suzanne a compelling heroine, and Kinskl, who provides a fine
edge of qesporatlon as Suzanne's blological mother.’

when her parents and older sis-
tor slip out of Hungary to the
West during the Cold War, Her
mother Margaret (played by
Nastassja Kinski) is devastated,
but her father Peter (Tony Gold-
wyn) persundes her to move on
to America. Settling into the
land of Elvis, Margaret writca
letter after letter to get her littlo
girl back.

Suzanne is placed with a peas-

ant family in Hungary by Mnr-‘

garet's mother, When Suzanno is
6, Grandma appears at the farm,
supposedly to take her on a trip
to Budapest. But the real plan is
quite different - a trip to Califor-
nin and Margaret,

Suzanne explores such West-
orn wonders as hamburgors,
bubble gum, telovision and blus
jeans, and later grows into a
toen-ager (played by Scarlatt

Joh

room, and Suzanne shoots her——;
way out. - :

It’a time, Suzanno says, for her =
to go back to Hungary and sort=7 =
out where sho belongs,

The movie features terrific nct-
mg all around, especially by.—.
who makes SuzanneZ=

who appeared in The
Horse Whisperer and Home
Alone 3). But the memeorics of
her beloved Hungarian child-
hood - a life snatched away by
her biological mother and grand-
mother - tug at her as shoe chnfes
under Margaret's strict parent-
ing.
Their conflict comes to o head
when Margaret quite literally
imprisons Suzanne in her bed-

a compelling heroine, and Kins-T
ki, who provides n finc edge of”
desperation as Suzannc's biologi-
cal mother.

Hungarian actors Balazs).i:
Galko and Zsuzsa Czinkoczi
bring warmth to their roles as
Suzanne's foster parents in Ifun-
gary, with faces that scem to
belong in faded portraits from
the old country.

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Scheduled to open Friday, Aug. 31

AN AMERICAN RHAPSODY

In the dorkost days of the Cold War, a
Hungarian family sacrifices wealth and
privilegs Lo escape to tho West and galn
freedom fram Communist repression.
Amid the chaos of thoir late-night border
crossing, their youngest child is feft
behind, They go on to bulld a new life in
America, whila in the old country, &
peasant famlly raises Suzanne as if sho
wore her own, Stars Natass|a Kinsk),
Scarlett Johansson, Teny Goldwyn and

Moving tha ctasslc tato of Othello onto
the basketbail courts of o high school,
the story focuses on b young binck man
named Odin {Mekhl Phifer) who Is con-
vinged by a connlving best friend, Hugo
(Josh Hannett) that his ginfriend (utla
Stiles) is cheating on him, Of course,
whot Qdin doesn't know I8 that Hugo I8
In fact motivated by his own Joalousy of
0Odin's good fortune. Things tum nasty,
The cast alse Includes: John Heard,
Elden Henson, Andrew Keegen, Rain
Phaenix, Martin Sheon, AJ Johnson,

Jones and Rachal Shumate.

At the movles: Coming to theaters, “Two Can Play That
Game” stars Morris Chestnut and Vivica A. Fox.

Expect the unexpected girl-secks-boy flick as Fox's char-
acter devises her own rules to get her man to stop his

Blucgrass and gospel musicians collide
In the film of this legendary concert hold
In Nashvilte last year, Dirocted by Chrls
Hegodus, D.A. Pennabaker, Nick Doob.
Showing oxclusively ot the Datrolt Film

JEEPERS CREEPERS

AHer making a horific discovery In the
basement of an old abandoned church,
Trish and her brother Darry watch thelr
routine rond trip homa from collego tum
into & heart-stopping race for thelr lives.
Featured players Include Gina Philips,
Justin Long, Jonathan Breck and Eileen
Brennan, Directed by Viclor Salovo,

to open Friday, Sept. 7.

Sot In £7th century France, this Is the
story of the young musketeer, D'Artag:
nan {Justin Chambiers}, who secks
revenge ogains? thosa responsible for
the murder of his parents. Other feo-
tured ployers Include Catharino
Dencuve, Stephen Raa, Tim Roth, and
Mena Suvati. Poter Hyams hetms the

A housewife's unaxpected trip to Vonice
ends In companionship and jovo, Show
Ing exctusively ot the Detroit Film The-

OUR LADY OF THE ASSASSINS

The story lells of o city In ruins and one
man's desparate Joumey 10 make sense
af his life. The semi-outobiographical
tale by Femanda Vallejo cantars around
the writer's return to his birthplace of
Medoltin, Colombia, wtich four decodes
Inter has degeneratod into the drug cap-
Ita! of tha world, Though ha has come to
dla, he bagins a relationship with Aloxis,
a young man caught in the continuous
gong worfare thot touches every 1ife in
Medellin. Making tholr feature film
debut ara Goman Jaramillo, Andarson
Ballostesos and Juann David Restrepa,

Insplred by the story of salasman Tim
“Ripper® Owens, the front man of 8
Judas Priest covor band who wound up
becoming the new [ead singer In the
actual group, this hoavy metal fable fea-
tures Mark Walberg as Chrls *lzzry®
Coles, 8 supply salesmon who porforms
in o tribia band, Blood Poltution, before
getting a part In Steal Dragon. Featured
among Blood Pollution are musicians
Blas Elias (Slaughter), Nick Catanase,
Brian Vandet Ark {Verve Pipe) and sctor
Timothy Olyphant, Numbering omong
Steel Dragon ara actors Dominic West

“nnd Jason Flemyng, and musicians

Jason Bonham (Bonhom), Zakk Wylde
(Ozzy Osbome) and Jaft Plison, Lending
fermme support throughout Is Friends*
Jennifer Aniston ns Wahlberg's love

The atory tells of Cassle, a coliege stu-
dent who flnds harself plagued by hallu-
cinations of her boyfriend coming back
to Rfe sfter he I3 killed In 80 auto coltk
sion, Tormented by guit and unsble to
distinguish what is real and not real,
she begins having nightmarish axperi-
ences that grow in Intanshty, Cassie’s
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friends, many of whom aro crash sur-
vivors themseives, try to halp her
through the experienca and urge her to
rejoin the living. Featured among the
ensomblos are newcomer Mollssn
Sagemiller, Etlza Dushky, Wes Bontloy
and Casoy Atfleck as tha boyfriend who
haunts his college sweothoant.

‘TWO CAN PLAY THAT GAME

Talking 10 the audience thisugh the
“4th wall,” a woman {Vivice A. Fox)
shows Us her own ect of rules to get her
hoyfriend {(Morris Chestnut) to'stop his
chaating woys. Other featured ployess
Include Anthany Anderson, Wendy
Raguet Robinson, Tamala Jones and
Gabriela Unlon. Mark Brown helms his
first featuro fitm.

Scheduled to open Fridoy, Sept. 14

THE GLASS HOUSE

The story lells of an erphaned teonager
who s taken in by a Molibu couple but

+ discavers they aren't tha caring

guardians they seemed Lo bo. Featured
ployers includa Lecteo Sobiaskl, Stetlan
Neth. Danlol Sackhelm heims this
droma, morking his featuro directoslal
debut,

TRON MONKEY

5ot in 291h cantury China, when corrupt
viliage loaders find themseives ropent:
edly robbed by & masked bandd, (ron
Monkey, named after a local delty, they
forco a traveling physicion inta Investh
goling the mystery and stopping him.
Stars Donnle Yen, Yu, S20-

debts unless Conor toaches Jimmy's ...,
corporate-sponsored team, Surprising )
even himset, Canor becomes ottached
to his players and (o thelr sttractive -
schoolteacher, It's an experlence that *
changes his tife whilo giving his young.
streetwiso players new hope and prida.
Fentured players Include Diane Lane,
John Hawkes, and D.B. Sweeny,

KILL ME LA

A sulcidal bpnk telles agrees 10 help the
otcape pl:m of 2 thief whosa heist has  *
gone wrong. | !t no agrees to... kil hor "
tater. Featurbd players ncluds Selma
Blair, Max Beesloy, Brendan Fehr,
©’Neal Compton, T.W. Motfet, and
Lochlyn Munra,

Scheduied to open Friday, Sept. 21

OLITER .
A love story set in 1982, the story tells ™~
of Billle Frank, whose drug and alcoho) 1~
addicied mother foses custody of her
‘when sho's 10 years old, Blilie grows up
in o foster homo in on of the toughest
nelghborhoods in New York City, whero -+
sho moets an influentlal young 0J with
whom sha pursues her dream of
‘becoming o s| ‘eatured players
Include Max %m%:(!?wﬂn Toxada,
recording artlst Erc Benel and singer
Mariah Carey.

TRAINING DAY

This movie tracks the events of the first
doy on (ha Job of a 1ookie cop (Hawko}
working In |nu Los Angoles Polico

Man Tsang, Fai Lk, Sal-Kun Yam, Jean
Wang, James Wong, Yea Kwan Yan,
ShunYeo Yuen.

logmm

Tis comedy tells tho story of an idealis-
tic hipple commune n mid-1970's Swe-
den, Stars Lise Lindgren, Michael
Nyavist, Gustav Hommarsten, Anjs Lund-
kvist, Jessica Lladbor; Ola Norell and
Shanti Roney.

DIVIDED WE FALL .
This comedic droma doals with the
struggle for survival for thoso hiding In
Gesman-occupied Europe during WwIl.
Showing exclustvely at the Detroit Film
Theatre.

DEUCES WD

Set in the summer of 1958, the story
tells of a Brookiyn streat gang, the
Douces, as they leam that loyaity and
midnight rumblos ¢an no longer protact
them from the turbulent times ahesd.
Gunfights and honor quickly becoma a
thing of the past as a new breed of
‘wisoguys threaten (o taka control of
their nelghborhood. Featurod among the
ensemble aro FalruzaiBetk, Matt Ditlon,
Stephen Dorff, Ballhutl!l Getty and Brad
Renfro,

HARDBALL

Keanu Recves stars es Conor, a tickst
‘scalper, gambtar, and & Litte League
coach for a ragtag tesm of kids in one
of the toughest parts of Chicago, He's
00 role mode, but his buddy Jimmy
won't help him pay off his gambiing

narcotics unit..
His portner s AlONZ0, a corrupt veteran
cop {(Washington). Stars Denzel Wash-
ington, Ethan Hawke, rom Berenger,
Snoop Dogd. Dr. Dre, Scott Glenn, Macy |
Gray, Charlotte Ayanna, Raymond J. -
Bany, Satah Madison, Eva Mendas, Will Es

Foster Stewart and Hamis Yulln.

THE VERTICAL RAY OF THE SUN \

The story takes placo over the coursa of
a month and deals with the ¢lose relo-™\.
1lonship of three sisters, eoch keeping
her own dark and paralying secret.
Showing exclusively at the Detroit Film
Theatre.

Bia TROUBLE
Basod on the novel by Pulitzor Prize-win-

case brings togethor, and changes, the
Itves of a divorced dad, and unhoppy
housewife, two hitmen, a pair of street
thugs, two lovostruck teens, two FBI
men and a psychedelic toxd, Festured =
smong then ensemble are Rene Russo,
Stanley Tucel, Tom Sizemote, Johnny
Knoxville, Jason Lee and Tim Allen as
Ellot, the dead man who tries to save
tha day,

HALLOWTEN: THE HOMECOMING

A group of six teenagers stago a live
Intemet chet from the house Michael
Myors grew up in, and sure enough, he
5000 shows Lp 10 do $ome nostalgic
slicing and dicing. Featured playors
Include Jamie Leo Curtls, Tyrs Banks,
Brad Locee, Busta Rhymes 8ad Scan
Patrick Thomas. Rick Rosenthal hetms
he thritter.

HELE T



