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Falcons finish 2nd
in CD tournament

Farmington haa started the
boys soccer season with a 3.1
record, following a win Mon-
day night and a good porfor-
mance in the Country Day
tournament Fnduy and Sat-
urday.

“I think we're going to con-
tinuo to de quite well,” Fal-
cons conch Luke Juncaj snid.
“We do have o young team,
but we have to improve with
every game.

“Hopefuily, that will hap-
pen. The boys are working
hard, and they’ro serious
ahout having another good
year, 'l'hcy ro hungry for moro
Buccess.”

Nick Romirez acored the
winning goal with 12 minutes
remaining Munday as the Fal-
cona defeated host Bloomfield
Hilla Andover, 2-1.

He was awarded a freo kick
from 20 yards, and he sent a
hard shot ovor the wall and
into the upper corncer of the
not away (rom the Andover
goalie,

Following a scoreleas firat
half, Farmington's Matt
Okapny took a pass from
Ramirez and dribbled up the

field, firing a shot from the "

left-center area for the first
goal.

“It wos a perfect shot in the
corner,” Juncaj saj

The Barons tied the scora
with 256 minutes to play, and
it remained that way until
Ramirez broke the deadlock.

“We had posseasion for the
most part,” Juncaj said, *hut
they had some specd on
offense and they were pretty
dangerous  on  counter
attacks,” 4

Farmington took 11 shots at
the Andover goal, while Form-
ington keeper Andrew Martin
made six saves.

The Falcons bogan the
Country Day tournament Fri-
day by honung B!oomfald
Hilla T,

. Matt Knnupmskl !corpd
both goals with agsista from

] SOCCER

Ramirez and Joe Russo.
Farmington led 2-0 after one
hall.

“In the second half, we did-
n't play vory well,” Juncaj
said. “We kinda broke down in
he midfield and on defense.
Lahser had quite a fow
chances, but we were able to
keep them to one goal,”

The Falcons played much
better Saturday when they
faced Country Day and won,
3.0, Qkopny scored a gonl and
had two assists; Russo and
Jeff Durrow also scored, ond
Ramirez had an assist.

“It was a huge differenco
between the Lahser and
Country Day games,” Juncaj
said, adding the Falcons hud
‘never beaten the Yellow Jack-
cts,

“Last year wo wore the best *

team in the tournament and
lost to Country Day in-a
shootout. It was n big win for
us. We really felt good about
that game and the way we
played.”

Farmington lost in the
championship game, howaver,
ns Nosthville claimod a 4-2
victory later that dny.

Qkopny tied the score at 1.
1, but Farmington gave up
threo goals within n spon of
several minutes carly in the
sccond half. Konopinski
scored his toam'a second goal
in the final five minutes.

“In every nspect, it was a '

very even game — shots and
corner kicks, everything but
goals,” Juncaj said. “We had a
few lapses in the back, and we
didn't get any breaks at all.

“But we feel good about
what we did at this tourna-
ment. A lot of people didn't
oxpect us to be very atrong
this year, because we lost 2 lot
of goed players.

*We proved we still have a
very competitive team.”

Raiders o

“Alex guessed {Stern)} would

shoot it tho same way,” Meteyer

#aid. “He guessed right and stopped it.”

West Bloomfield attempted
“but most of their ahots were

more shots than North (11-5),
from far out; so they were not

much of a threat to us,” Meteyer said, adding the Raiders

adjusted to a trapping defense
“To their eredit, (the Lakers

and haodled it well.
} have a much improved team. |

can't recall o team that has made a8 much progress in a fow
years as that team has, They're much more balanced than they

were.”

Meteyer added Mike Lench and Sermet Alver were standouts
on defense, and Mike Buchwald played well when he was in

goal, too,
*“I was very pleased with the
.

way everybody played,” he said.

A.A. PIONEER 1, REDFORD CC 0: Cothollc Central struggied on offense oll

goma and wound up on the shont side
neor ot Migs Fleld in Livonia,

of & 1-0 decision agalnst Ann Arbos Pio-

*We d!dn’t ptay as well o8 1'd hoped,” sald CC coach Dona Ossuceh. *It just
seamed wo didn't play with 8 whale fot of confidence and couldn't get things
rolling. We struggled 10 connoct on passes and wo dign't hove o whalo ot of

offense 1o shore things up.®

Pioneer got tha only goat It would need In tha 14th minute on 8 breskawny
on CC goatie Ryan Koct, who did mako 11 savos In the gomo,
*Ha was 1he best player we had on the field today,” sald Ossuccl, whose

team struggied to mustor four shots Qi

n goal. "Ho really kept us in the gome.*

Grid picks? Let’s give it some thought

It's times such
as this I recall
some advice Mr.
Motz gave me
many years ago.

A man of aver-
age height with
a thin build,
glnsses, crew cut
and  serious
demennor, Mr.
Motz was one of

QRID
PICKS

DAN
O'MEARA the conches
when I played
eighth-grade
football.

So one day the team is lined
up to do an agility drill. I'm at
the left end of the second row,
paying little attention to what is
happening on my right.

The next thing Mr. Motz is
blowing his whistle, bringing the
entire exercise to a hait, and now
he's shouting my name.

*O’'Meara! O'Meara!”

Uh, oh, I'm in trouble now, I
thought, But what did I do?

“Are you too good for the rest
of ua?” he yelled. “Are you so
good that ycu don't have to do
this with us?”

Ooops! The problem was ... I
didn't do anything.

While my teammates beeame
more agile, 1 stood there, as
Ernic Harwell says, like the
house by the side of the road.

“Uh, no, conch,” I replied. “I
thought we were doing this one
row at a time.”

“That's the problem with you,
O'Meara,” he fired back. “You
think too much!”

And now it's time to do Grid
Picks and Mr. Motz comes to
mind, because I'm thinking renl
hard about my picks.

I'm poring over stats, compar-

ing scores and checking to sec
what teams did Iast week, last
year, heck, even last century!

It’s 2 case of analysis paraly-
sis, broin drain. Yes, I know; I'm
thinking too much about making
all the right calls.

I should do as a running back
does when he sees the hole and
Just eut to the chase.

As a linebacker does when he
knows where the play is going, I
should just react to the matchup.

So I've given it enough thought
(thank you, Mr. Motz). It's time
to make my picks but, first,
here's the Observer tally head-
ing into Weck 2.

Following a Romulus forfeit to
Wayne, Brad Emons, Paul
Beaudry and I are tied for first
place at 13-3. C.J. Risak is 11-6,

THURSDAY GAMES
(all games 7:30 p.m. uniess noted)
E.C L W 4

wa3 the anly ane to pick the Warriors 1ast
week, and he was rewarded for It when
Lutheran High beatl Hamtramck. | think a
few mors of us will Se on the bandwagon
this week, espaclally sinca th
play East
by Erie-Mason, 84.8. PICK!
nd — O'Meara, Beaudry, Emons,

Risak.
Osarbom st Wayne, 7: Both teams are
in the Mega Wnite this year after being
demoted from the Red Division. The Pio-
neers {1-0) eked oul a 7-0 win ove Livonla
Stevenson: Wayne {10) was a fodelt win-
ner over Romulus, which used an ineligible
player. PICKS: Dearborn — O'Moara,
Besudry, Emons, Risak,

Farmington at W.L. Westen: The Fal-
cons (0-1) will try to rebound from their
loss to Novi against another Oakland Coun-
1y powothouse, Farmington hopes Western
13-0). which beat Baileville, Is looking
ahead to next weok’s BIg matchup with

: Weatern — O'Meera,

I:IANMOVIIK: It's an
earlysenson showdown In tho Metro Con-

Shamrocks overcome

Redford Catholic Central held
off a aecond-half rally by Tra-
verse City West at the Silver-
dome to come away with a 37-17
win in the football scason opener
Saturday.

‘The Titans pulled to within 24«
17 with 6:15 left in the quarter
after Kevin Kipke had a 7-yard
TD run and Brad Vance added a
3G-yard field gonl.

But CC came back as Rynn
Rogowski ran 37 yards for a
touchdown and ndded a 2-yard
TD run on the next drive - set
up by the second of two Tom
Jakacki interceptions — to close
out the scoring.

The Shamrocks took the lead
on their second play from scrim-
mage as Derrick Brooks went 36
ynrds for the TD. West tied the
score nt 7 7 with Adam Totten'’s

2.yard ru

But CC took the lend for good
on the next drive as Jakacki
seored on a 14-yard TD run for a
14-7 lead.

Jakacki picked off a pass to set
up the next score — a 34-yard
field gonl by Rogowski.

West turned the ball over
again as Blaic Naysmith recov-
ered a fumble,which led to
Jakacki hitting Ryan Wrobleski
with a 26-yard TD pass for a 24-
7 CC lend at half.

‘The Shamrocks racked up 340
yards in total offense to 213 for
the Titana,

Brooks led CC on the ground
with 123 yards on 17 carrics,

while Rogowski added 53 yards

] FOOTBALL

and Mike Banaszak 25. Jakacki
was 4-of-12 passing for 98 yards,

Mike Clary the defense by
figuring in 10 tackles; Rogowski
was in on nine and Brad Jarzem-
bowski and Jeff Globish were in
on cight.

CC plays at Enst Lansing (0-0)
on Friday night.

BROTHER RICE 21, CASS TECH &:
Aftor tosing 39 senlors to graduation,
Brother Rice's football team entered
the 2001 scason with o few guestion
marks,

Coach Al Fracassa had some of them
answered in 8 positive way Saturday.

Playing in tha annual Prep Kickoff
Classic ot the Pontiac Siiverdome, the
Warriors opened the season with a 218
victory over Detrolt Coss Tech.

Brother Rice took an 80, first-quarter
lend when Al Gioulsos scored on a &
yard run. Tho Warriors pufled off a fake
kick 83 sophomore quarterback Doug
Pickens, 1he holder, tossed 8 poss to
Paddy Lynch for the two-polnt conver-

ference as the defending champion Trojans.
play host 10 the Pionaors, who were the
top team untll Cisrenceville got better.
Both are 1-0. A good baligame? Maybe.
But Harper Woods is still no match for the
tikes of Tim Shaw end Steve Mesdows.
nm Clarencevitie — O'Meara, Basuory,
. Risak.
FRIDAY GAMES

dropped from the Meg:
while Robichaud remains in the Gold,
d the debut of AU coach
s, but the Panthers have 8

rian Madison st
Spartans knocked off the No. 2 team In
the Metro Conference {preseaton predic-

, 4:30: The

tion) In Cl 8 Cranbrook, 20-3. Bishop
Borgess has » litls Lougher task this
weok with the Trojens, who ere always
prelty good and openad with » 220 win.
over Waldron. PICKS: Madison — O‘Maara,
Risak; Borgess — Beaudry, Emons.,

Drbn. Fordson at Garden City, 7: The
Cougars (1-0) ere In the Mege Red this
year, and (hey begln the murderer's row
part of their schedule ageinst the Tractors,
who play thelt opener this week. Tho Ger
don City schodule Is also referrnd 10 88 the
Playoft Parade since seven of lts nine foes
mace the playofts (ast yaar. PICKS: Ford-
son ~~ 0'Mears, Beoudry, Emons, Risak,

Py, $alem at Farm. Haerieon, 7: it only
ge1s tougher for the Rocks, 100, After los-
ing to Ann Arbior Ploner, they got the No.
1 team in the state next. opponents,
the scary pan of son’'s 55-14 pasting
af Qaford Is the dcats wili probably
make the piayofis. For the Hawk I
parsde of paints continues, PICKS: Hamt
non — O'Meara, Risak, Emons, Besudry.

Southgate st Thurston: The Eogles (10}
1y 10 make It two in & row In thair Megs
Blue opener afler a win over Willow Run.
The Tians (0-1) weren't standing 160 talt
following & 390 shallacking from Atlen
Patk. It's o tough catl but . . . PICK!
Thurston — O'Menrs, Besudry: Southgate
— Emons, Rissk.

Roctford CC at Eaat Lansing: This will be
the Trofans® first sction since belng
trounced by Hamson In tast yasr's Division

3 state champlonship game, They were *

Idte last week but had won 10 in & fow
until getting ripped by Harlson, 420. CC

ippad X
11:0) will take its shot et East Lenaing,

and it's another knochout punch by sn

Observerland team. PICKS: €C —

O'Meara, Bosudry, Emons, Risak,

wL ot Uiy, Churchii: 1t was o
stunner when the VIKings (0-1) — evary-
body's praseason favorite 1o tspoat as
WLAA

Ohision champlon — lost 10

Milford, But the woett is the Redskins are
much improved this yoar under cosch Pat

Fox. The Chargers (10}, meanwhile, have

more rasson to boast afier winning thelr
openar over R,
O'Meara, Bet

son &t Liv. Franklin: You
might have thought the records would be
reversed on this one, 100. The Spartans (0-
1) kst a close gama 1o Deasboen after &
biocked punt lad to the only TD fate in the
fourth quaster. The Patrlots (1-0) came
from behind 1o beat Lincoln Park in cosch

Chiris Kelben's debut. PICKS: Staveneon «
©O'Moars, Emons, Risak; Frarklin
- Besudry

Wastiand Glenn st Northville: Question
for my compadre, Beaudry. Rocket Boy
Chuckle? Maybe *Coach Gorton® will glve

you tha benefit of the coubt and assume

your fingers Just sorta slipped on the key- -«
board. The Rockets (1.0} deservu a fittls .-

more respect following thelr win aver
Datroit Kettering. And they had it from
everyone but
10 pick Katiering. Glann has ancther tough
£eme this week against 1-0 Northville.
PICKS: John Glean — O'Moara, BEAUDRY!
Emons; NortiviBe — Risak,

N. Farmington at Ply. Canton: Wa had
ha right call this year on the Chiefs (3-0).
who colled over Ypsilantt agsin. The
Raidors (0-1} weren't

SATURDA B

St. Agaths vs. St. Alphonsus-Urban
Luthe 1 pum. ot RU's sty Flel: 1t
or for the Aggies (0-1), who are
back home after losing at Battie Creek St
Phillp 10 plsy that new Interdenominstion-
8l, comba team we'll continue to call St
Als {0-3} for ahort. And who
and Lutherans cen't
PICKS: St. Agatha
Emons, Rissk.

T.C. West on gridiron

sion.

The Warrlors heid ihat lead at halt-
time, but Cass Tech roared dack in the
third quarter when Robert Helght
returaed the second-hatf kickoff 85
yards 1o the Rice S-yard line,

Curtis Woolfolk then ran in from 5
yargs oul. Tha Technicians missed the
extra paint and trailed, 8-6.

Later In the third quarter, Pickens hit
Gloutsos with a 21-yard TD pass. Rice
completed the scofing in the final quar-
1er when Jason Horton scored on a 5
yard run.

Rice finished with 196 total yards,
152 of which was rushing yardage.
Pickens compieted five passes for 44
yards, anc Gloutses rushed for 80 yards.

Anthony Jackson caught two passes
for 18 yards. Jelf Allen had two Inter-
ceptions, while Rice teammate Pat Sta-
chowiak had one.

Rice is idle this week and next plays
Sept. 8 at Birmingham Groves against
the University of Detroit-Jesuit.

CLARENCEVILLE 31, LUTH, NORTH 7:
The Division 6 state semifinallsts from a
ysar oga got off to 8 slow start Friday,
But they outscored Lutheran North in
the second hatf, 24.7, as seniof running
pack Tim Shaw had 186 yards in 14 cor

Sunday, September 16
vs. New York Rangers @ 7 PM

nes, inciuding three touchdowns.

The Trojans, coming off » 12-1 sea-
son, leg 6.0 at halftime, and Shaw
scored on a 60.y81d fun 1o start the sec-
ond half,

Steve Meadows saded 103 yards in
nine cormies 8nd was a demon defensive-
fy ot linebacker.

*Steve was ail over the field tonight,™
Clarenceville conch Greg Hudkina said.
*Qur young offensive line struggled In
the first haif,

“North was realty coming at us defen-
sivety from sil angles, SO we went away
from the more Gifficult Stuff we run and
Just used our base-blocking (schemes)
against them in the second half,”

ST. MARY'S 21, DETROIT DENBY O:
Orchara Lake St Mary's, the twotime
oefending Division 4 stato champion,
began its 2002 season with a shutout
win in the annual Prep Kickoff Classic
Saturday ofternoon at the Pontiac Sil-
vergome.

Senior fullback Brad VanGorder
galned 81 yards on the ground — 42
coming on a tauchdown run — and
mode 10 unassisted tackies from s
lingbackes position for the Eoglets.

St. Mary's tetums to the field Frday
evening ot Detroit Country Day.

Paul, who was the only one

g

Tuesday, September 18
vs. Boston @ 7:30 PM

Friday, Septemher 21
vs. Chicago @ 7:30 PM

Saturday, September 22
vs. Montreal @ 7:30 PM

Wednesday, September 26
vs. Toronto @ 7:30 PM
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