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Patriots rely on defense to capture tournament title

BY RICHARD L. BHOOX
BTAY? WRITER

Livenia Franklin's girla bas-
ketball team is going to hang its
hat on defense.

Franklin had a first-quarter
shutout Tuesday night, a 20-3
halftime lead but had to call on

its defonso in the fourth quarter

to earn a 42-24 victory over host
Redford Union and win the
champlonship of the
RU/Franklin Invitational tour-
nament.
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Redford Thuraten defeated
Westland John Glenn, 43-34,
earlier in the evening for third
place.

The Patriots were up, 24-3,
with 7:17 left in the third quar-
ter but the Panthera rnmed to
pull to 27-16 at the end of the
period and 27-20 with 6:08 to
play. Then coach Mary Kay
Whalen’s team picked up ita
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defense again.

“Our defense keeps us in ball-
games,” Whalen said after
improving her career record at
Franklin to 2-0. *That’s what
wa'ro trying to do.

“That's what we've been work-
ing to kecp ua going. It's going to
take us some time to get our
offense going. But the cffort
alone is worth watching.”

Senior guard Jenie D'Annun-
zio led the Patriots with 13
points, junior center Ashley
McCall hed 12 and senior guard
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Gabrielle Nixon added nine.

Sophomore center Martina
Franklin led the Panthers with
12 polnts, all coming in the sec-
ond half.

“She was a half-hour late so
she sat the first half," RU coach
Jim Novicka said. “She sat Mon-
day because she was late to prac-
tice. She necds to pay a little
more attention to detail.”

The RU gym was 10 degrees
above hot, which took its toll in
both games, and it's worth not-
ing that both participanta in

Monday’s triple-overtime game
were defeated on Tuesday.

“I think we were a little bit
tirgd,” Baid Novicka, whose team
is 1-1, “Possibly. And maybe the
girla thought it was going to be
casy all the time, Well, it's not.”

Franklin forced 22 first-half
turnovers with its pesky defense.
The Patriots shortened the court
Jjust often enough to keep the
Panthers guessing.

THURSTOR 43, JOHR GLENN 34: Tha
Eagles Jumped out strong, 11-1, after
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one quarter and tumed back the Rock-
ets in the second half to square their
record ot 1-1.

“We're aiready a3 good as last yesr,”
grinned caach Mike Schuette of Redford
Thurston, *We maiched our win output.

It was something the giris needed.
They needed a good tournamant to
show they'd Impeoved Over |ast year.”

Junlor Alexandrs Dooley led the
Eagles with 14 points, white Angle
DeNio and Libby Carrler had slx each,

Junior center Sara Tyree paced John
Glenn with 18 points, guerd Krystel
Davis scored oight and saphomore
guard Jennlfer Thauvetts had five,

Hoop ;...

better with every game, and
that's really what we're trying to
do.”

FARMINGTON 47, DONDERC 32: The
Falcons began the new scason the right
woy Tuesdoy with a victory over host
Royal Oak Dondeto,

Senlor Randin Brown led Farmington
In scoring with 20 points; senior Julle
Kimmel had 13 points and 15 rebounds,
and sophomare Brittanay Coleman con
tnbuted 12 points and six stoals.

8rown also had four asslets, end
Junior Jaria Atking supported the tesm
cffort with seven rebounds and three
blocks.

Caren a

Seniors Lindsey Abbott and Helsey .

Guisbert and juniors Deonna Gaver and

Melissa Patterson "did 8 good job of fil-

ing thew roles ond doing what they had
to do.” Farmington coach Scott Lowe
saig,

“We're pretty happy with the results.
The girls played good defense in the
zone and did we!l overal),”

The Falcons held quarters lends of 13-
5. 2516 and 39-21,

KETTERING 41, HARRISON 33: The
visiing Captains from Waterford Ketter-
ing 100k 0 10-point load In the first quar-
tef and survived o Hamison rally in the
fourth to win the season opener Tues-
day.

HKristen Kluka scored seven points to

paco the Howks, who were minus their

10p returning scorer in Ayana Richmand,
who didn't ploy due 10 a sprained ankle,

Katie Ross and Jessica Condeni
added six points apiece. Meggie Cone
den had five points, four rebounds and
three assists. Kluka and Jessica Con-
deni also had four rebounds each.

Harzison got within four points in the
fourth quartet, but Kettering heid on to
win,

Amanda Mariin had 15 points ang
Jenny Jacques eignt 1o lead the Coap-
tains, who made six of 20 free throws.

The Hawks, who were 70128 at the
bne, taded atter each quattor — 166,
2017 and 30-25.

BENEDICTINE 69, MERCY 30: Mercy
coacn Keshin Wight-Guinn knows from
firsthand ewpetience why Detroit Bene
gicting has one of the top teams In the
state and 1s favored to win the Class C
state ttle.

The Ravens, bolstered by five trans-
fets trom petenmial Class C contender
Redford Bishop Borgess. dominsted the
host Martins i the scason opener Tues-
day.

“Wow, what a team they have,”
Wght-Guinn said. “Benedicting dictat
©d the whole game. We had to our cred-
1t some spots of good play, but we
couldn’t sustain it.

*(The Ravens) just really controlled
the entre gome. They're fun to watch;
they're an outstancing team.*

Mercy junior Whitney Johnson scored
a game-tigh 20 points: Junlor Barb
Maczka acded 13 and funiot Alex Mar
shall seven. Junior Deidre Jones hagd
cight rebounds and fout steals.

Sufoot-2 semor center Joel Ciybumn,

one of the transters from Borgess, Jed
Benedictine with 17 points. Roechelle
Hampton scored 15, Crystal Young and
£nca Cotton nine apiece.

The Ravens jumped to a 218 Jead in
the hrst guarter and were ahoad ol half-
time, 42:22. It was 5531 at the end of
three penods

Benedictine made 21 of 39 free
throws, Mercy hve of 16,

“Ovviously, 1t's a rough stan, but the
posiive 15 we &id 00 some things welt
and we know what we need to work

n.” Wright-Guinn said. *(The Mading
are) stilt posiive and | think we're going
to be competitive.”

COUNTRY DAY 84, LADYWOOD 30: It
was no contest Tuesdoy as Beverly
Hills-Detroit Country Doy roltea over
Livonia Ladywood in the first round of
the Eccentric Tip-Off Classic at Troy
Athens.

Came Moore lea a balanced Country
Day artack with 14 points. Brittney
Divon ang Enise Motrson added nine
apiece. Guard Kim Wilburn haa eight
PoOints, cight assists and 12 steals,

Ladywood, which fel) behinc 20-4
ofier one guarter, got 10 points from
senior center Liz Obrecht and seven
tram senior forward Jana Beumel.

HAZEL PARK 65, CLARENCEVILLE
34: Stephanie Wentworth poured in 23
paints and Michelle Osterhood added 13
10 (ead the Vikings past host Livonia
Clarencevilie in the season opener for
doth teams Tuesday.

Jessica Banicy aoded 15 rebounds

for Hazel Park, which led 3015 ot hat-
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Senior Lora Baeske had hine points to
lead Clarenceville, while sophomore
Lindsay Lowrey added eight points and
15 rebounds.
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