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Dems’ Fink sets sights on Knollenberg’s congressional seat

B? PAT MURFHY
STAYY Wit
priurphy@oehomecomm.not
U.8. Rep. Joe Knollenberg is
undoubtedly a decent person,
nccurdlng to Wost Bloomfield
a '.t o r -

Dnvid
Fink.

“But
does ho
repre-
sent the
inter-
ests of
Onk-
land
County
voters
as he
should?”
asked

to file

Fl‘jnk. the first Dy

townahips.

Boundaries of the new district
are being challenged in court.
But as drawn by the Republican-
controlled state legislature, the
new Bth District includes areas
currently represented by Demo-
cratic U.S. Reps, S8ander Levin
and Dale E. Kildee,

*I really don't know if I can
beat him (Knollenberg),” said
Fink. “But I'm going to find out.”

Knollenberg was in the district
this week but unavailable for
comment, Chief of staff Paul F.
Welday, however, said Knollen-
berg, 67, who has yet to
ennounce, is propared to run
against any Democrat — or
Republican, for that matter —
on his record.

That Knollenberg lost some of
hil old pahlicul base becnpse of

is to

Statement of Candidacy papers
with the Federal Election Com-
mission, & prerequisite for rais-
ing or spending money in & cam-
paign for a congressional race,
‘Fink is expected to announce
his candidacy next month, and
other Democrats may challenge
him for the party’s nomination.
But he is considering a bid
agninst Knollenberg in the
recently redistricted 9th Con-
gressional District that includes
Birmingham, Bloomfield Town-
ship, Rochester Hills, Troy and
portions of Orion and Waterford

anmn Democrats, who expect the
party to be stronger in the 2002
off-year election. A qualified,
well-financed Democrat, they
say, could have a fighting chance
— even ogeinst an entrenched
incumbent like Knollenberg,
“Dave has & big job ahead,”
said Debbie Goldberg, a party
activist in Farmington Hills,
“He's bright and articulate, but
he has relatively little name

recognition.”
Robert D. Nicholson, chair of

the Birmingham, Bloomfield
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Democratic Club, sald his party
will have something else in its
favor next year. “People are atill
upsat about that laat (presiden-
tial) election,” he said, “and
(President) Buah’s policies have
been horrible.”

Don Quixote?
Another Birmingk resident,

appointed to a blue ribbon com-
mittee on school finance by the
B‘loomﬂeld Hills Board of Educa-
tion,

He waos the Oakland coordina-
tor for People Who Care About
Kids, the organization that earli-
er this year conducted a petition
dnvu calling for a statewide ref-
on the state's new law

however, thinks Knollenberg
will be too atrong in 2002. “He
(Knollenberg) has done n good
job,” said Mary Montgomery, a
precinct delegate. “He won't be
beaten by any liberal . . . which
is another word for socialist”

“Dave Fink,” mused GOP
County Chair L. Brooks Patter-
son, “is he the guy who just
legally changed his name from
Don Quixota?”

Knollenberg will be re-elected
by an overwhelming margin,
predicted Patterson, who is also
Oakland County executive,
“because he's done an outstand-
ing job.”

Fink, 48, has never run for
public office, although he has
been active politically. “I worked
for Carl Levin'a election when 1
was ]1 yeara old,” he said, “and
T've been activa in the

on obtaining permits to carry
concealed woapons, Fink and
other opponenta insist the new
law makes it too ensy to obtain
permits and to carry concealed
weoapons.

“I_was horrified when the
lame-duck legislature pushed
that law through at the 11th
hour,” Fink said. The drive
obtained more than 300,000 sig-
natures, but the Michigan
Supreme Court ruled the new
law could not be subject to refer-

endum.

Many Oakland voters oppose
the state’s now gun permit law,
said Fink, including some promi-
nent Republicans.

Another famr that appears to
favor Fink is his ability to raise
money, He has previously been a
aucceul‘ul fund-raiser for other

who declined to speculate about
how much money he will epend.
“He (Knellcnhcrg) may yet out-
spend me,” aaid Fink, “but I
won't be uuupent as badly as his
other opponents.”

He undoubtedly has some
things in common with Knollen-
berg, said Fink. "I think we're
both decent people,” he said,
“and we're both fiscal conserva-
tives.”

Differences

But as the campaign unfolds,
Fink said he intends to focus on
issues that underscore their
differences. “I'm definitely pro-
choice,” he said, “and I'm strong-
ly in favor of campaign finance
reform, such as McCain-Fein-
gold.”

He also supports “reasonable”
gun control measures, Fink said,
such as closing the nn-e'lllcd

Mchn -Feingold,
cONgressman supports lo-
cnlled Second Amendment
rightn, or the right to bnr
arms,” said Welday, “but he
ndvmm the use of trigger locks
and other gun safety measures. ;
“He's pro-llfe, said W.ldly\
“and proud of it.”

Fink expects to get an nrly
start on the campaign, with a
heavy emphasis on people-tos
peaple contact. *I expect to speakl
dmectly with a lot of voters,” hd

ka. a 1970 znduau ofDlh
Park High School, attended Har-
vard University and graduated
magna cum loude in 1974, He
graduated cum {aude from th
vard Law School in 1877, .

His first law practice was out
of a small, one-desk office in
Detroit, which he shared with
former SLII'G Ben. Daniel Cooper.

B P o
law. That loophole, he said,
ennbles a person to circumvent
the background check normally
required for purchasing a phlol
by buying them at gun show

Asked about Knollenberz s
voting record, Welday said his
boss some form of cam-

ty." In 1997, for example, he was
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and he is
have strong financial wppon for
his own campaign.
“In previous elections, Knol-
lenberg has significantly out-
spent his opponents,” eaid Fink,
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That p evolved into Fink,
Zausmer & Kaufman, P.C., in
Fnrnunzton Hills which has 19

ka nnd wife Trudy have two

children, Nathan, 15, who

attends Andover High Sehool.

and Lauren, 13, a studeat at
Hille Middle School.
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One success story...

livell I chose Cri

tremendously. My

"I was unable to participate in
activities I enjoyed due to my obesity.
I had no quality of life. I wanted to

Management because, being a full-
time, professionally run clinic, they
would be able to help me achieve my
goals - which they did. People’s
attitude toward me has improved

has improved greatly, both
professionally and socially.”

- Ken Sprung

ttenton Weight

confidence level

Call today and see how we can help you!
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