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Kevin’s Law would help
fix a failed system

I n Michi, the Associati

Kevin Heisi , o 24-y d gradu-
ate student at the University ul' Michi-
gan, and Kendra Webdale, a 32-year-old
New York woman, share a tragic and tri-
umphant connection.

Both died at the hands of mentally ili

adults who had refused treatment, und

for Children’s Menta! Health, Michigan
Association for Children with Emotional
Diserders and the Michigan Peychiatric
Seciety, the number of penplc with men-
tal illnesses who end up in the crimina)
justico system has reached “opidemic®

their deaths have sp

designed to protect others. Kendra’s Law
passed in New York two years ago;
Kevin's Law was proposed last week by a
bi-partisan team of Michigan lawmakers,
including Rep, Androw Raczkowski (R-
Farmington Hills).

The law would allow families, care-
givers and mental henlth professionals to
intervene and secure needed treatment
for people with montal illness, before
they become a danger to themselves or
others. Under current law, intervention
is only allowed when an actunl danger
exiats — such a8 whon someone has
already done bodily harm, cither to
themselves or others.

When it is too late,

Michignn courts could order intensive
outpatient mental health care for up to
180 days, rencwablo for up to a year.

Raczkowski, Rep. Tom George (R-
Portage) and Rep. Virg Bernero (D-Lans-
ing) may have some opposition —
although New York's law has withstood
court challenges. Citizens and organiza-
tions opposed to involuntary commitment
believe it to be a violation of civil rights
and an end-run around the judicial pro-
TE8B,

We disagree. Kevin's Law and Kendra's
Law apply to n small percentoge of peo-
ple who are cither in great nced of help
or who pose the greatest risk to the pub-
lic. A great many people live and work
successfully and safely while being treat-
ed for mental illness.

But it doesn’t take n rocket scientist to
see Michigan's “reformed” mental health
system is failing. In June of this year, a
group of advocates for people with men-
tal illness published a scathing “report
card” they sny indicates the state docan't
have enough facilities to provide long-
term psychiatric care for the number of
people who need it.

According to Mental Health Associa-
tion in Michigan, the Alliance for the

While they blame Gov. John Engler’s
mental health reforms over the past 10
years, his spokespersons have criticized
the report as the binsced production of
noted Engler critics. As is almosthlwnya
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the case, the truth lies ¢ in
between,

Years ago, mental health advocates
pushed to close large psychiatric hospi-
tals, which were considered stigmatizing

The system's failure Is every-
one’s fault; now everyone must
work together to fix it. Kevin's
Law Is an Important bl-partisan

: step In that direction.

warchouses that didn't provide adequate
care. Unfortunately, the move toward a
more community-bnsed mental health
system simply shoved many people with
sorious mental illnesses out of hospitala
and onto the strecta.

You can't just turn violent people in
need of long-term psychiatric care out
into the world and expect them to slide
casily into socicty. Without intensive
{and thus cxpensive) daily supcrvxamn.

LETTERS

M 11 Pines a waste

The Farmington Hills City Couneil
did not sign an agrecment with the
developer on Monday evening.

I attended that meeting, and my
impression of it was that more discus.
sion was what they all agreed upon. I
was quoted accurately as opposing a
$1-million-per-hole golf course, The
least-important reason is that I am not
a golfer, I believe that this huge project
is o work of sclf-indulgence and willful
disregard for the environment.

It represents nothing less than mak-
ing & $10 million giveaway to the golf-
ing community. Where aro all these
funds coming from? You guessed it -
from the taxpayers. A few million here
and a few mllllon there is l:;w they ull
80 1 d the

thoso folks are a danger to th
ond others.

‘The system's failure is everyone's fault;
now everyane must work together to ﬁx
it. Kevin's Law is an important, bi-parti-
san step in that direction,

We urge Raczkowski’s constituents to
contact him or the Governor's office to
express their support for Kevin's Law. It
will go a long way toward reducing public
risk and getting help to people who need
it most desperately, people trapped by a
syatem failing so badly, it has proven
deadly.

Universities should keep
education affordable

While politicians at the state and feder-
al level have spent the past year focusing
on K-12 school reforms, another educa-
tion concern has quictly reared its ugly
head for the first time in ycara ~ rising
tuition at public colleges and universitics
across the atate. For Michigan students

* and their families, the premise that state
universities offer an affordable path to
higher education is apparently going the
way of the compact car.

ing tuition i iled by

the state’s 16 public universities thil
summer are ¢nough to put a chill in any
checkbook. They average 10.7 percent
and range from 6.5 percent at the Uni.
versity of Michigan ($7,376 for 2001-
2002) to 18.4 percent at Eastern Michi-
gan University ($4,601),

That's not just bad news for parents of
Iast June'’s high school graduates. When
quality learning opportunities move out
of reach for middle class familics, we all
suffer. The brain drain that occurs when
homegrown talent is shut out — or forced
to turn elsewhere - for college creates
lonx-term negative consequences for the
state's economy, technological edge and
quality ol' life.

We d the current
climate is shaky and the budget is dght
Nonetheless, the Observer urges state
logislators to make finding. relief for in-
state university students a priority when
it reconvenes this fall. The issue also
needs to be addressed seriously in next
year’s gubernatorial campaign. (We're
encouraged to sea a fow of the leading
"undeclnrad candidates are already

g out.)

Naither are we unsympathetic to the
reasons university officials cite for dra-
matic tuition increases, primarily cuts in
otate funding and the burden the tuition
tax credit has imposed on schools as they
deal with their own rising costa. (The
credit, introduced in the early 1890s after
similar tuition hikes, is available to stu-

dents attending schools where increases
are kept in line with inflation.)

Donald Nugent, an MSU trustee who
voted for the 8.9 percent increase there,
told the Associated Press it was the only
way to make up for the decrense in state

of the taxpayers' money.

Councilman Ellis said that he was
only responding to the community
when we, tho taxpnyers, voted for the
parks and recreation millage.
responsc to Mr. Ellis was, that there
has been a drastic change in public
perception of the need for more golf
courscs, The isaues now involve quality
of life and sustainability.

‘This golf course will require poi-
sonous chemicals and the waste of our
precious water resources to keop it
green. The streams and rivers of the
watcrshed of the Rouge River w|ll suf-
fer the As by

program.

2. Who sets the program priorities.

3. What the money is spent on.

4, Who budgets the money,

5. Does the program run a deficit - if
80, where {a the additional funding
generated.

8. Does the program run on a surplus
- if 8o, where does tha surplus go.

1t appears the grant-money pipeline
has run its course and the citizens of
Farmington Hills will be asked to fund
this program through taxation. For
another tax to pass, it is in Todd Lipa's
and tho city’s best interest to account
for the hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars that have been used by this pro-
gram in the lnst few years. They are
going to have to sell the fact, especially
to the fixed-income seniors (whxch Tam

ues to be a viable alternative to par. .,
enta, and, yes, I hope to send my
younger son there as well, We live ina *
changing world, and I'm glad the city _
realizes our ynut.h need a place to go .
and just be themsclves,

Lisa Heimlng

Farmington.

M Bilingual blasted

Very little of importance that may .- °
convince the populace that bilingual
education js better in the classroom sit-.
uation than the use of the English lan-
guage a8 primary and cfficient has
been recol

Students fnr decades have been .
1 ing with English as the only ura.l -

not) that the
after-school programs are failing and
the current school tax ia not being uti-
lized ta its fullest.

The Farmi| Board of Ed

and written vehicle to accomplish. . _.
learning end understanding. Now wa
havoe considerable evidence that the

uchnwmem of bilingual education hna B

flier we received recently lists 40 devel-
opmental asscts defined by the Search
Institute. No. 1 is family support. No, 2
is positive family communication. No. 6
is caring achool climate, No. 8 parent
involvement in achooling.

It secms to ma the observation I
made in my last lettor remains stead.
fast. If you don't want your children
home unsupervised, or out walking the
streets, our society suggests that
] time must include both quali-

of
]t‘hnse water resources, wo will nlm suf-
CT,

The finitenesa of this Earth is appar-
ently not a concern to this council.
They have overstepped the bounds of
their mandate. As a citizen, it is
appalling that I must face a city coun-
cil unanimously in favor of this outra.
geous scheme.

No environmental impact study has
even been mentioned. It is as though
this Earth ia a playground instead of &
profoundly disturbed ecological system.
‘Tho question then becomes how to stop
this proposal dead in its tracks. The
public ings have not even been

We strongly believe the highest
priority for MSU and other state
unlversities must remaln provid-
Ing affordable opportunities for
Michigan residents from the
broadest possible background.

funding and continue to boost university
salaries, which ho snid lag behind most
Big Ten schools. Trustee Dorothy Gonza-

les opposed the increase and said MSU~

needed to focus more on cutting costa,
“We really need to take a good look at
what is there and what we could do with-
out,” she aaid. “We need to look at every-
thing from Ato Z."

That may be. But we strongly believe
the highest priority for MSU and other
state universities must remain providing
affordable opportunitiea for Michigag res-
identa from the broadest possible back-
ground,

This educati hilosophy is
not a now idea. In fact, it was n founding
principle at most of Michigan’s public
universitiea — from the land-grant status
and agricultural bent at Michigan State
University, to the teacher’s college goal of
EMU and Wayne State University's
opportunities for urban students. It’s the
reason why schools offer lower tuition for
in-state students than those eoming from
outaide Michigan.

It's a mission worthy of punult and one
that university officials and state el
leaders need to move to the front burner.

held and yet the council is talking of
bringing in the trucks,

8 ia the time, :fever there was
one, to act as role models for the
responsible stewardship of tha Earth,
Wa awe it to our children and to the
future,

Mary M. Johnston
Farmington Hills

H Striking a nerve

I seem to have struck a nerve within
the community with my commonts on
Nency Bates’ pet project — the Nancy
Bates Conter — otherwise known as the
city aponsored baby-sitting service, run
by Todd Lipa.

lmunlly, let us list the facts that we
are rolatively ce: of as presented to
us by our local government. (The term

“relatively certain” is used since “abso-
lutely certain” can never be used in the
same sentence with the word “govern.
ment.”)

‘The program was initially funded hy
granta from the stata of Michigan and
is run by Todd Lipa, In the 10 years I
served thin city, I don’t recall ever hav.
ing anything less than cordial and
TO8] conversations with Todd
Lipa. Until he proves otherwise, I will
be a member of tha Todd upn fan club,

Asfaraslam -wm. there has
never been an unbiased independent
finaneial audit performed on the Youth
Program. We don’t know:

Rt How many peopla actually use the

ty and quantity, especially starting at
2:17 p.m.
George Sarkisian
Farmington Hills

M Prompted to write

I always read with interest your
apln&on page and find it both interest-
ing and at times irritating as I'm sure
most people do. Tho response letter
from Mr, Sarkisian prompted me to
finally write, His issucs with the city’s
youth program ia particularly annoy-
ing. I find the program invaluable to
parents such as myself. I'm sure par-
enu hnvn varied reasons for using the

l would hnrdly Inbel (t a "baby‘sit‘
ting” service as

‘who score vely well -
on every test they are asked to tak

Some former billngual pro| ponenu .
now admit that the use of Englishin, .
the classroom, without any obfuscation
with the use of a second language, is
better than the bilingusal educational .

program thay had earlicr advanced.

Still, many liberals insist that it is MN
er, more democratic, and preferred to
meet the condition of diversity in the *
clagsroom,

They still don’t get it or don’t believe
the overwhelming evidence of the
results realized uai‘ng ‘Englls!! to com-

in the
Neil Goodbred
Livonia

We're still welcom-
ing members on
our Observer Advi-
sory Council. Call
248-477-5450 for
information or to
participate!

When your child mnchel this nzo nnd

is no longer ablo to attend
summer day camps that are offered
{which, by the way, are quite coatly)
what are a parent’s options at this
point?

Woll, I'll tell you. You can leave them
home on their awn, which means they
are sither out on the street looking for
trouble or locked in the house all dey. [
can't possibly explain the peace of
mind I have knowing my sonisina
safe, supervised environment for the
day. Todd Lipa and his staff are kind,
caring, dependable people. I really
don’t think they need a lesson in child-
rearing akills, That is one job as par-
ents,

As for your suggestion that you
arrange your schedule for the sake of

your children {so that one parent could_

be there for them) would be perfect,
However, all of us don't have that
option, Being a eingle parent, I have
come to depend on the youth program
to provide my son with a placs to go
both after achool and in the summer. I
can'’t imagine him going home after
school every day to an empty house for
es much as three hours until I get
home.

1 consider myself extremely fortu-
nate, 'm a resident of a city that offers
such a fine program. I hope it contin.

Share your opinions

We welcome letters to the
editor. Please include your full
name, address and phone
number for verification. We
may edit for clarity, space and
content.
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