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(FARDENING

Redford man tends to detail in garden

GARDEN
SPOT

Harry
Thron  of
Redford
Township
can sit on his
front porch
and  enjoy
beautiful
flowers any
time he
chooses.

Many
annuals grow
in & row of
containers
hanging from
the porch
edge, others are in tha ground,
while a fow peronninla keep
them company.

He has lived in his home for 31
years and enjoys gardening.

“Some people call the scene a
jungle,” Thron said.

That's stretching it a bit
because the planters are evenly
spaced and hang in a neat row;
other planters are strategically
plucud in and around the beds

MARTY FIGLEY

'I\vo of !hem sit on stumps of
trecs that have been removed
and the plonters themselvos are
camouflaged with flowers plant-
ed around the stumpa,

‘The soil mixture for the hang-
ing plants is 2/3 tepsoil, 1/3
Canadian peat and seme bone

_ meal.

Variety

‘The area just in front of the
porch is filled to the brim, as is
an island bed directly in front of
it

Harry used 10-1/2 flata of flow-
ors for the gardens, including
red nnd variegated geraniums,
hostas with blue, green and yel-
low foliage, gray dusty miller,
bright marigolds, red salvia,
impatiens, aunflowers and o
grand array of colous with red,
green and cream foliage. .

Harry has allowed the coleus
to bloom with tiny blue flowers
clustered along stems held above
the leaves,

“1 mado the design of the bas-
keta myself,” Harry said.

They are artfully done with
many of the pthu listed above.

Bright
Ideas:
Harry
Thron

“I'm very impressed with the
multiple heads on the sunflow-
ers; some have as many as 20
flowers,” Harry said. “I didn't
expoct them to grow so tall
because the seed packet said 6 to
6 feet; o couple of them are at
lenst 10 feet tall."

Harry started the sunflowers
and cucumbera indoors and sot
them out in mid-May.

Playfulness

Along with other plants, veg-
ctables grow in the tidy back
gardon—the cucumboers, cherry
tomatoes and hot Hungarian
WX peppers.

Thron pickles many cukes and
peppers, and shares thia recipe,
called lacso-in Hungarian: In a
skillet put chunks of tomatoes,
onion and peppers and when
they are cooked add some sour
crenm. Serve over rico or pota-

toes.

A little playfulneas can be
found in this well-maintained
garden,

For instance, hanging among
the planters on the porch, smack
dnb in the middle, is a humming-
bird feeder. Shiny Christmas
bulbs hang at the tops of the
hanging basketa.

T wo
bird fecders are in the back yard,
both of which Harry made—one
out of a garbage can lid painted
whito that attaches to a 6-by-6
foot post. Another hangs from a
wire,

“Rather than buy some things,

I'd rather make them myself,”
Harry said.

The back garden and those
along the fence and garage are
edged with attractive wolman-
ized lumber, again attesting to
detail.

Care

The vegetables are mulched
with grass clippings, which holds
moisture.

The flowers are grown 8o close-
ly together it's easy to remove an
occasional weed, 80 they nren't
mulched, Several years ago
Harry added amendments to

improve the soil, and has a quite -

officiont way to continuc to
enrich it.

Near the end of the growing
season, while the moisture is in
the annual flowers (a little
green), he chops them up very
coarsely with a spade and turns
them over immediately, return-
ing them back to the soil where

Or Woe Will Pay Your 6% Sales Tax!

Back to Scheol Sale!
for GROWN-UPS!

The Kids are Back in School and now is the time to start
decorating for the holidays! There are

Only 10 DAYS LEFKT to our

STOREW[I)E SUMMER SALE

So take advantage of some of the
best prices of the year

SAVE 25 10 40%

On Everything, And to make your decision
Easier, Classic Interior is Offering:

12 Munlhsv’ul('rosl, Free Financing

Choose from Thomasville, Harden, Lexington
and many more of our fine furniture lines.
Don t wait and have an empty home for the holidays!

they degrade during the winter,

. At one time Thron hed a prob-
lem with some slugs on aalvin
near the back fence.

He tried a few things, but
nothing worked until he was told
about Bug-Geta Plus, a snail,
slug and insect killer by Ortho,
He uzed a solution of this to
wash all his plants and that
worked—no bugs, and the prod-
uct can be used safely on vegeta-
bles.

A sprinkling system koeps
everything watcred except the
narrow side gnrdens, which
Harry waters by hand.

He feeds with regul rength

GARDENING CALENDAR

Docs your garden club have an
upcoming event or meeting you
want publmzedl Send items for
consideration in Gardening Cal-
endar to Ken Abramciyk,
Observer Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia, MI 48160
or e-mail kabramczyk@ oe.
homecomm. net. To send a fax,
call (734) 591-7279.

GARDEN
CLUBS
FARMINGTON
Paul Wingert wilt discuss grow-
Ing, dividing, repotting and

Schultz or Rapid-Gro weekly or
every 10 days “until the plants
get going,” then cuts back te
every two weeks.

His secrct for success?

“Flowers eat and drink like
human beings. So I take care to
give them what they need.”

Marty Figley is an advanced
master gordencr based in Birm-
ingham. You can leave her a
message by dialing (734)963-
2047 on a toeuch-tone phone. Her
fax number ia (248)644-1314.

at noon
Monday, Sept. 10, at the
Longacre House, on the west
slda of Farmington Road between
10 Mile and 11 Mile roads.
Visltors are welcome. Call (248)
815-3616.

HILL AND DALE
Paullne Flynn will conduct an
heirloom wreath/candfe ring
workshop gulded by Paullne
Flynn at 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept.
13, In the visttor's center at
Heritage Park on Farmington
Road north of Grand River. Fiynn
will provicda hee custom kits for

ENGLISH GARDENS

$15 at the door. The public is
welcome 10 Joln the creativity,
Bring & glue gun and scissors.
For more infarmation, call {248)
4789009, The HIll and Dale '
Garden Club also wilt have a fali
perennial plant exchange § a.m..
noon, rain or shine, Saturday.
Sept, 8, at the parking lot of the
Willlam Costick Actlvities Center,
28600 11 Mile Road (1/4 mile
east of Middlebelt Rozad),
Foarmington Hllls. Plesse pot or
bag your perennlels for trade, and
label with plant name and grow-
Ing Instructions. For more infor-
mation, coll (248) 6464374,

NURSERY .-
SC¥EOOL

English Gardens conducts free
gardening seminars for the
public 7 p.m. Thursdays at its
West Bloomfield store, 8370
Orchard Lake Road, north of
Maple. Call (248) 851-7506 for
information.

PLUMBING TIPS

DO YOU RUN OUT OF HOT WATER?

Are you always running out of hot * Space savinj
water when you take a shower? « Highly ene efficient saves moncy
Does yout family have to walt unil o Madc using the best quality materfals for durabllity .
your w:t;r heatet recovers ::)d and long life S
another shower? Let me Introduce more informat} contet joensed. .
youtothe n:Lest ot kbﬁ‘\:c on i b lw:pln:em byt :
the market today, It is 248-669-7474. -
Takagi instaneous water heater. Company & 9 v
The Takag! instancous water heater Jeffrey Moss is .
N dellvers nc:luly 7 pallmsnf hot w;r‘:dr viaprosident of 4
continuously, to shower Advarice Phambin %
Jrreny Moss gyl the w mahincoron i :
dishwasher, No more wait! Detrot. °
untl! the water heater recovers to take in ‘z”wm st +
ashower. ( ,fru. v
“The tankless design and computerized .
control Insute the unit will provide an md[ wpply of Have aphambing quetion? |+
hot water at the deslred temperatuse. The electronic Write 0 Jeffrey at .
Ignition feature means that gas Is consumed only when Advee Plumbing i
ou are using the hot water. No encrgy Is wasted when Supply Co. .
water bs not in usc, 1977 E.W. Maple R, .
Features: Wallad Lake, MJ 48390. ;
* Endlcss hot water .

o

Fmal Sale

“39%
S/F Installed

All remaining colors &
inventory. Includes
straight polished edge

CERAMICTILE
INVENTORY

49¢S/F &Up

Tremendous In-Store

EDUCTIGN!
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LASSI woron
CINTBRIORSC e

FURNITURE

20292 Middlebelt ® South of 8 Mile ¢ Livonia

(248) 474-6900

visil us at www.clansicint.com
tore Haurst
Mon., Thars., Fri. 9:30.9; Tuea,, Wed., Sat 9:30.5:30; Sun.
1-5

All prevlous sales are utlm{rd
On'rr noy valid In conjunction
eeo

otber promalional

Sale Selection!
20 S/F minimum

Ceramic T|Ie Sales Inc.

Southfield Rochester
23455 Telegraph Rd. 1972 Star Batt Dr.
248-356-6430 248-853-4654

Visit one of our Showrooms!

Instaliation mcludes Wayne, Oakiland, and Macomb Counties, Others at additional cost. Offer not valid
th any other discount. All previous orders axcluded. Subject to stock on hand.

wssarrer




