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Learn more about Qakland =~

Schools millages:at: Monday forum

BY SUE BUCK
STAVF WIITER
stuck@ow

T

A Gl Y
fargely L volunteers, will
host 1 foruin 7-9 p.m. Mondny,
Sept. 10, to explain the two sep-
arate tax-increase proposnls —
specinl education and vocational
educntion - presented by the
Onkland County Intermediate
School District,

The meeting, which in open to
everyone, will be at the Costick
Center on 11 Mile west of Mid-
dlebelt, It is presented by the
Farmington Specinl Education
Forum and the Farmington Area
I'T'A Council.

“Onkland County Schools

) by ames Red 1
is the headliner,” said Diane
Bnuman, director of school and
comumunity relations. Farming-
ton School Superintendent Bob
Maxfield will also speak.

Voters in 28 Onkland County
Schaol Qistricts, including Farm-
ingten, will go to the polls Tues-
dny Sept. 25.

District officials say they need
more money for special educa-
tion than is provided by the
state and federal governmeont.,
The amount of aid has not
incrensed ns fnst ns the costs of
the program, officials said.

To get more money for specinl
edueation, local achool districts
have tapped into their general
opernting budgets for up to 60
percent of the cost for mandated
specinl education programs,
eccording to literature provided
by Farmington Schools,The spe-
cial edueation tax will be dia-
tributed nmong all the school
districts in Onakland County, to

-

A forum on the
Sept. 26 Oakland
Schools millage
election will be
held Monday, Sept.
10, 7-9 p.m,, at the
William Costick
Activities Center.

tax.

Maxfield and Webb stressed
the district’s desire to maintain
small class sizes, an exemplary
fino arta program, athletic
opportunitics and employee
training.

This will be the second time
Farmington/ Farmington Hills
voters go to the polls this year.

The first time was in June to
vote for school board members.
Voters also approved tax

componsate for those dollars.

The vocational education pro-
posal will provide students with
access to the technologies and
cquipment that are critical to
student success in their possible
carcer area, officials said.

The money will be used to
improve the four Oakland Tech-
nical Centors, make careor

to all students, and pay for
grants to school districts for
technical education programs.

Questions at council

Maxfield and school board
membor Cathy Webb speke at
the Sept. 4 Farmington city
council ing. The li

ls for both the Farming-
ton scheol district and Onkland
Community College.

City of Farmington voters will
tread to the polls a third time
Nov. 6 to elect three council
members, They will also decide
if tho city should borrow up te
$1.8 million to begin a sewer
rehabilitation program.

If the city’s tax proposal pass-

Diversity

- ADL director keynotes event :_:

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFY WRITER
kbrown@oe.homecomm.net

Richard Lobenthal started ns
a civil rights professionnl in the
19508, years before “cultural
diversity” became a widely
addressed concept.

But in aome ways, times
haven't changed much.

“I'm always taken aback when
z'm mn{m‘nt'cd by higutry.: said

Director of the Anti-Delamation
League (ADL.) ;

Now a consultant specinlizing
in human relations, labgnth?l is

Richard

the keynote speak ¥,
Sept. 16, ot the Mini-Conference
on Religious and Cultural Diver-

es, residents would pay $46 per
year on a home that sells for
$200,000.

Noting the city would be pre-
senting information about its
millage that night, Webb said
that just as the sewer tax
request was of paramount inter-
est to the city, the school dis-
trict's proposal was equally

they distributed didn't contain
the cost to residents, so Council-
woman JoAnne McShane asked
for that information. She also
asked what cuts could be expect-
ed if the proposals fail.

“People will want to know
that,” she said.

Using $200,000 ns the average
home price in the Farmington
aren, Maxficld said residents
can expect to pay an annual
increase of $§117 for the special
education tax and $22 for the
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par t to kids and the
school district.

Kim Heath, tax committce co-
chairwoman, said in a later
interview that a reminder to go
to the polls will be mentioned at
all PTA meetings, school open
houses and in postcards.

“The MEA (state (]

h

sity, sp d by the Multicul-
tural/ Multiracial Community
Council.

The program opens at 1 p.m.
at the Costick Activities Center;
his address is at 1:45 p,m. The
public is invited to attend,

Lobenthal was director of the
ADL from 1962-96, Founded in
1911, the ADL is the world’s
largest private human relations
organization.

Mini-Conferonce Co-chair-
woman Karen Bolsen aaid of
Lobenthal, “He spent a lot of
time in our ity as the

Guest sp
Lobenthal will

keynote the
Mini-Conference on Reli-

gious and Cultural Diver-
sity, held Sunday, Sept. 16
at the Costick Center.

the Michigan American Civil
Liberties Union; as an expert in
civil rights litigation certified in
federal, state and county courts;
on the Michigan Board of Ethica
appointed by Gov. John Engler
and on the Michi H: i

ment becouse the Internet
allows the haters to be as cre-
ative as the rest of us - people
who say ‘We'll determine your
choices',” Lobenthal said. “I've
always been startled by that, It
should have been lost years ago
from our culture.”

Tolerance increasing

But he said some have become
far more tolerant since be began
his professional life. “You see
populatiéns, couples, friends,
groups of kidg, lovers, families
that reflect multicultural vari-
ety. We've become much more
laid bnck, much more accepting «
of that kind of culture.”

Lobenthal is scheduled to
speak on religion and how it
affecta our behavior,

“When I'm talking about reli-
gion, I'm really talking about
issues of spirituality,” Lobenthal
said - adding this is a subject
applicable to those who identify
themselves as part of a faith,
and to those who don't.

“Dealing with cultural prac-
tices that are not familiar with

tiea Council, appointed by for-
mer governor Jim Blanchard.
While there have been
advances in civil ri‘ghts and
My Ao

former director of the Anti-Defe-
mation League; he knows it well.
He's seen as a leader in the

union) is donating their phones
at the end of the month (for o
phone bank),” Heath said.

The West Bloomfield resident
has served as interim director of
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Ly
by the broader population,
Lobenthal eaid more work must
be done. -

“There is & viable hate move-

is g to us, it
can be a positive thing only if we
can make it 80."

In 1989, Lobenthal was a con-
sultant to the Republic of Gor-
many, nddressing social prob. *
lems arising out of German .
reunification.

Nty r

SEPTEMBER | THROUGH OCTOBER 15

SAKER BIRMINGHAM FURNITURE « PARRIC » ACCRASOR!

4500 AVENVE,

248.593.560!

M, TV, - 10-K. T, W, 3AT - 10-6. SUN » 325,

BETTER
HEATING & COOLING
BUREAU

& o

Vi

A MESSAGE FROM

Dear C

THE BETTER HEATING AND COOLING BUREAU

taulty with high repalr bills.

Don't take a chance on anyone but a member of the Better Heating and Cooling Bureau.

Have you ever considered how vitally important the heating/cooling system of your homa Is?
It should give steady year round comfort, it can keep all of your rooms at a uniform, healthy
temperalure, or It can leave some areas drafty and chily, causing your youngster {o catch
cold easily. Your heating/cooling system can be highly efficient and economical, or it can be

Yes, your heating/cooling system Is vitally important and should be propetly sized, equipped
and Installed to fit your home's exact needs. It s|
year through. But how can you be sure a heating/cooling system Is exactly right before you
buy a home or before you have a replacement system installed? How can you know It will
actually giva you and your famlly the year round comfort so necessary to your health and well
baing? How can you be sure your system will operate etficlently and economically?

hould give you carefree relaxed comfort all

- SELECT:YOUR-SPEC

CALL THE BETTER HEATING AND
COOLING BUREAU TODAY
EYOURFREE BROCHURE

49-3740

The

% installa h

operatlon.

ling system In

3. Matertals and workmanship will be honestly priced.
4. Materials and workmanship must meet the highest standards.

i with the Better Heating and
Cooling Bureau's rigld residential standards which Include the tolluwlng important benefits:
1, Heating/Cooling System will give you uniform comfort In every roam.
2. Highest quality materlals will be used and properly Installed for economical

pevern




