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all-time, ali-time favorite, favorite
plays, don't get me wrong, (But)
it's five guys in a deer camp with
beer and farts and some spiritunl-
ity thrown in. “Tropical Pickle’
was just a broad crazy farce,”
Sanville explained. :

“ I Love You' and ‘Shear Mad-
ness' were very broad comedica,
For nll intents and purposes,
(‘Dinner With Friends’) is a
straight play. I spend most of my

_ time in the not-for-profit world.
This is a commercial venture, Art
is great and we want to do the
best possible show. But we're
talking about thousands and
thousands and thousands of dol-
lars of the Forbes' moncy that
thoy're putting into this thing.
They’re in it to moke monoy and
it’s o hell of a risk.”

“Dinner With Friends” - which
HBO made into a movie starring
Dennias Quaid, Greg Kinnear,
Andie MacDowell nod Toni Cal-
lette — is Snnvilto’s second produc-
tion with the Gem. He also direct-
ed “I'ropical Pickle” and “Escana-
ba in da Meonlight.”

Sanville apends his day as the
artistic directar of Daniels’ Purple
Rose Theater in Chelsea. His
duties include acting, directing,
writing and producing.

“tt's 0 not-for-profit world. Weo
do mostly now plays ut the Purple
Rose. ... Jeff was kind enough to
let me go down to Detroit and do
this. e very grateful for that,”
he explained.

“The commercial thing is & very
nice neighborhood to drive
through but it’s nat where I was
to live, Thero's nothing better
than making now playa at tho
Purplo Rose. (But) Jim Forbes is
great. The Forbes family, I'm big
fans of theirs and I would do any-
thing I coutd ever do to help them
succeed with their vision. Thoy're
great entertainers and they're
groat showmen and they busted
their butts to save a treasure for
the city of Detroit. They should be
nothing but commended for that.”

To prepare for his role as direc-
tor of “Dinner With Fricnds,”
Sanville purposely avoided the
film and other productions.of the
ploy. He treated it as a new offer-
ing.

“He (Forbes) nsked me il I
wanted to go to New York and see
it. I anid, ‘No. [ don’t want to
watch the movie (either). Ethical-
1y, I think we're bound to do our
own production.’” Se in that
aspect, we couldn’t mess around
with tha seript much, but we still
troated it like a new play.”
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On stage: “Dinner With Friends” stars (Left to right)
John Lepard, Barbara Coven, Michelle Mountain and
Phil Powers. .

native John Lopard as Tom, Bar-
bara Coven as Beth, Phil Powers

So much so that Jim Forbes
insisted on using local actors
instead of bringing folks in from
New York.

“The fact that he went with
local talent with this is huge.
Everybody in this show lives an
hour away from the theater, max.
He could have brought in a star. I
don't think the show would have
been any better, hanestly. Anoth-
er gutsy move is hiring a local
group todo that”

Sanville anid Forbes cnat the
play which includes East Lansing
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as Karen. .

*It's just a great picce. It's very
complex. There's just so many lay-
eors there, It's been quite a journoy
getting it to the stago.” |

“It’a abaut serious issues. Half'
the people in this country over 40
have been divorced and tho other
half kgow the other hnlf. Anybody
who's married who sces this can
definitely relate. If you're over 40,
it’a going to ring so true.”

Pump Boys
& Dinettes
America’s Favorite
Feel-Good Musical!

SEPT 12 - OCT 6
Concelved and written by John Foley,

Mark Hardwick, Debra Monk. Cass organ,
Iohn Schimmel and fim Wann

Country dreams burst to life with
utter charm at the gas station across
from the Double Cupp Diner. Young
men filted with hope and high-test
share a maglc night with the girls,
gtits and greasy spoons at this
enchanted crossroads of the heart.

MOT RATING MAY NOT BT SUITABLE FOR PRETLENS

Tickets start at just $17!

MBT BOX OFFICE:

(248) 377-3300
GROUP DISCOUNTS: (248) 370-3316
www.mbtheatre.com
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a8 Gabe and Michello Mountain

See the All-New 130™ Edition!

Buy Now For Best Seats!

Wed. OCT. 3
THRU Sun. OCT. 7.

Jpe Louis Arena
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Wed. OCT. 3 % 7:00 PM
OPENING NIGHT

Buy tickets at www.ringling.com
ticketmaster Ticket Centers Including
Fox Theater, Harmony House and Marsheli Flald's,
Arena Box Office or call (248) 645-6666

For Information call {313) 583-6608
Groups {313) 471-3099

TICKET PRICES:
$10.00 - $15.00 - $17.50 - $30.00 viP
(Sarvcn toe1 ]

charges and hancin fewt mey spcly:
7o yarvica harpes a¢ Arsna Box Office)

MastesCard,

Come one hour early to

meet the clowns and animals

“Enter-to Win Ringling Bros. and Barnum Bailey Ticket Vouchers!
Check Today’s Classified Section to See How You Can Enter to Win!
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Gorshin got his start in show
biz as a night club impreasfonist.
He began doing theater at nge
26, then earned the role of The
Riddler in the Batman television
series, Gorshin says he doesn't
mind that the public knows him
mostly from the villainous role
because “that's"the power of
- just so Jong as they remember
him,

Both have fond memorics of
Detroit oven though Gorshin
jokes that it's not exactly known
as a destination city. Van Patten
first played the Cass Theater in
1946. Gorshin used to play the
Top Hat Club in Windsor and
DB's night club in the Hyatt
Regency rogularly. He also
played Captain Hook in Peter
Pan at Masonic Auditorium.

Now they're back in Detroit to
open a national tour of The Sun-
ghine Boys.

“After we lenve here wea'll be
on the road for 7 months doing
80 to 90 cities, mosatly onc
nighters,’ said Van Patten who
went up to Lake St. Claire for an
afternoon of relaxation after
rchearsing 8 hours a day for six
days straight.

So how do they keep.up their -

energy lovel? Van Patten plays
tennis, For Gorshin “it's love for
the art.” But for Van Patten it's
also subject matter.

“l saw the tail end of
Vaudeville, There was great tal-
ent. Milton Berle is a friend of
mine and tella me about it. It
cost $10 a week for room and
board and meals. I'm sorry to see
it go. There'll never be anything
quite like it agnin.”

Director Curt Wollan thinka
the audience will love taking a

. trip back to Vaudeville because

of the sensoned characters play-
ing Lewis and Clark.

*“It's a lot of fun,” said Woilan,
“They're very tnlented. I just
Tove having lunch with them, lis-
tening to stories they have about
the business, It is amazing the
way they play off each other.
They're hysterical. There’s so
much history together too
becouse they know everybedy.”

Van Patten's son James agrees
with Wollan sbout the veteran
acting team. James plays the

W ‘W's terrific. They're
the best. I don't think
anybody will get laughs
the way they get :
laughs. These roles
were written for them.’

James Van Patten
Son of actor Dick Van Patten

nophew who convinces Lewis .,
and Clark to come togother for .:
one final performance. Walter
Mgtthau and George Burns -,
played tho roles in the movie .
released in 1976. Tony Randall -
end Jack Klugman revived the *
crabby characters on Brondway |
in 1997,

“It's terrific,” said James Van .y
Patten. “They're the best, I don't
think anybody will get laughs -,
the way they get laughs. These -
roles were written for them.”

Barry ZeVan hopes he never
has to take on the roles oven -
thuugh he's underatudying both -
parta, ZoVan plays the pationt in
the doctor and tax examination -
sketch. "

“I have 10 lsnos on my own s
and 1,400 to memorize of theirs,” .«
said ZeVan, “But there’s no ™
prima donna atmosphere.”

Like Van Patten and Gorshin,
ZeVan is excited to bo back in
Detroit. Ho made lot of friends
here while employéd as r weath-
er man for channels 2 and 4 from
1978 to 1983.

“I love.Detroit. It's an exciting
city," said ZeVan. “You have the
Great Lakes and right across the
river is Canada, another coun-
try.”

Van Patten's back on the set

4now strolling back and forth as
he waits for Gorshin's arrival.
Then it's time to take it from the
top of Act I

The lines start flying back and
forth, and after every one laugh-
ter erupts from the cast, produc-
tion staff and onc lucky visitor,
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Tuesdays
DJ Dave
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Alaska Bound- AP

Date:
Time:
Place:

Cathy Churray

is proud to host

" ON STAGE ALASKA
an exclting musical and video
presentation by Alaska experts.

You'll be inspired by the performer's knowledge and
genuine love of the Great Land, Come join us for a
thoroughly entertaining and informative show!

Wednesday, October 3
00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Novi Double Tree, Willow Room
RSVP TODAY!

Alaska Bound 888-ALASKA-7

geways Travel Company

CeeseherrasetarirrisscdsadnstaiiIN It

248-684-4636 or

Alaska B
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