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Farmington Public Schools
reacted quickly to the national
tragedy which unfolded with
Tuesday's new school day.

While middle and high school
students learned nbout the
tragedy at the World Trade Crn-
ter in New York City and at thi
Pentagon in Washington, D.C.,
school officials nsked building

School distric

t, community react

reschool/el y school Superi d Bob A 1d's
children unless a student nsked office. It announced a general
about it, lockdown situation.

“It's important to emphasize
that children are safe and that if

“There have been no known

threats ngninu‘t any school or
1 buildi

thoy need more infor
their parcnts will be able to
explain it to them tonight.”

That was the message con-
tained in a memo delivered
about 9:30 a.m. by Estralce
Michaelson, director of
Safe/Drug Free Schools, which

administrators not to mention it came from Farmington School

over, a in the
state of Michigan,” the memo
read. “We are defining this situ-
ation as a p i 'y mea-

alert to anyone, atudents as well
ae ataff, requiring ndditional
support,

In a’'phono call Tuesday after-
noon, Michaelson declined to dis-
cusa additional information
about these crisis toams but said
thoy wero part of an organized

sure,”

Porsonnel wore directed to
keep students within the build-
ing and ideally within the class-
room. They were instructed not
to accept deliverics,
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were d to go
to lunch and bathrooms within
the building. Parents were per-
mitted to pick up theiy childr«.:n

and publicized Safe Schools pro-
Jjeet.
On high alert

“We are on high alert,”
Michaelson said. “We're trying to
take care of one another right
now, We have kids who are very
emotionnl right now, pareats
who are very upset.” .

About 10:30 a.m. the school
district d it was cancel-

if thoy chose, and d
ined on schedul

T
were to be supervised closely as
thoy moved through the build-

ing. -
At North Farmington High
School, d hed nowa

ing school board meotings, other
evening meetings and aftere
schaol activities because of

“world events.” ;
Schoal Superintondent Bob
1 led with the ques-

reports.

“We've let the kida watch this,”
said North Farmington High
School Principal Rick Jones, “We
feel it's important for kids to
know the truth, to get accurate
information.” R

Crisis teams, as woll as all
building staff, were told to be

tion of whether school should be

‘closed Wednesday. Some people

raiscd issues of whother there
would be a snfety threat. -

“Wo have strong safety plans,”
he said. “They were also con-

thing for us to deal with.”
His docision: “School {s the
best place to be, School is a safe

place, emotionally and physical- ,
Ty ¢

ly.

Maxfield visited different
schuols thrgughout the day. He
found a range of feolings from
confusion to dlsbe_lil‘. By the Sng

ibith'si‘ejjped up security Tuesday

Local security

In tho contral part of town,
Farmington Public Safety Direc-
tor Gary Goss kept nbreast of

‘nows reports. Goss didn't need to

put anyong on standby because
off-duty officora arc ulways on
standby, he said,

of the day his
that of a Farmington High
School teen with whem he spoke.

“It's hard, I don’t even know
what to think,” Maxfield said.

Adults need support too, he
gaid, as the full impact, the bom-
barding of images and the per-
sonal stories become known.
“We will need to take care of
ench other, We need to challenge
our consciousness,” he said.

That will take timo. Maybo as
much time as it took to come to
grips with the attack on Pearl
Harbor that escalated World
War II, ho said.”

John Barrott, Farmington
High School principal, said the
day went well, “They are pretty
caim,” he said, *I'm proud of the
kids.”

Even so, Barrett noted the

cerned about i finger
pointing at certain ethunic
groups. This is such o horrible
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tragedies “hadn't sunk in yet”
with some students, *We have
generation of kida who have
been brought up with catas-
trophic movies,” he said.

Ono student couldn’t under-
stand why the ovening baskot-
ball game was cancoled, ho said.

“A couplo of kids wanted to
talk to somobody,” Barrett said.
“Somo kids came down because
they have relatives in D. €. or
New York.”

In a paid, call-back depart-
ment, bera are trained
to serve as police officers, fire-
fighters and omergency respon-
ders. They carry “minitors,”
which aro small radio reccivers
that emit a distinguishable tone
to alert the public safety officers,
he snid,

“Nothing has happened
(here),” Goss eaid. “We have no
inatallations in the city, no fed-
oral bullding. We don't oven
hava a post office anymore. We
don’t have mapjor targets in
Farmington. Farmington Place
{8 our biggest building, Thia ia a

horrific situation, no question,

about it. We will be keeping an
eye on certain buildings.”

Goss, too, drow comparisons
with Pear! Harbor. However, ho
is of the Vietnam era and served
in the Marines,

“It is similar to Pear} Harbor
but then you knew who the
enemy was,” Goss snid, “Time is

on our side. Wo don't have to .

react immediately. I'd like to see
the country come together and
strengthen our resolve. We need
to pull together as a nation.
Time will heal. I have.a firm
telief the perpetrators will be
brought to justice.”
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